Biography/Autobiography Project and Oral Presentation
This presentation will be for parents and guests on Humanities Night, February 28, 2012.

You will be presenting orally, in first-person, information about a person you have read about, either in a biography or an autobiography.  
auto=self      bio=life    graph=write, record      y=noun form

biography:  the story of someone's life written by another person.
autobiography: the life of someone's life written by that person himself or herself.
On the night of your presentation, you will wear a costume and possibly add/carry some visual aid, making your person come alive.  As you can see in the rubric, that costume is part of your grade.  In addition to the oral presentation, you will construct a display board about your character.  On the board will be several photos of the person (at different times in that person’s life), a written report about the person’s life, a "bio" poem, and a timeline of special events in that person’s life.  These additional aspects of the project will be completed in conjunction with and graded as part of your English and social studies classes. 
You need to find a book that has much of your person's life as possible, not a book that has a very limited time period.  Keeping this information in mind, do NOT use people who are still in their careers or who have recently retired but are still young.  You want to find a person who is near the end of his/her life or has died.  We, the listener, want to learn why we should really be interested in that person's life.  What is so special about him or her?
Rubric (See other side of this sheet)

Verbal Effectiveness:
Introduction:  Try to get us hooked in a way other than just "I was born …."  It could be the form of a question.  It could be something quite interesting that most people do not know.  It could start at some point later in the person's career, but then go back and lead the listener up until that first point you made.  (Remember the ideas for introducing the mysteries.)
Body:  We don't want to hear about every detail of the person's life.  Just tell us a little of different periods in the person's ("your") life.  When born?  Where?  Who else in family?  A little bit of childhood, growing up (schooling).  What made that person become who he/she has become famous for?  What/Who influenced the person's life?  What are some key events in the person's older life?  Why should we really know about the person’s life? Why is/was this person important to us? If now dead, when did he/she die?  Were there any special circumstances surrounding the death (suicide, accident, murder, disease)?  [Again, keep in mind, you are talking in first-person.]
Conclusion:  What is it you want the listener to really remember about that person?  Why should we even have known about his life?  What is the one thing you want us to take away after we have listened to you talk about "your" life?  Remember, don’t start walking off before you have really finished speaking.
Organization: As you talk, the listener hears a clear organization of the person's life.  You don't jump all around (although you may start at the end and then use a flashback method--as discussed in introduction section.)

Transitions:  As you move through the person's life, you use words like next, then, later, a specific year.  The listener clearly can hear you change time periods in the person's life.  But the listener doesn't hear a constant repetition of the same transitional word.
Preparation for Oral Delivery:  While you may have written the information down, it is clear you have practiced--note cards may be used but should not be read directly.  Remember, you will need to make eye contact.  

Nonverbal Effectiveness,
Appropriateness,
Responsiveness:  
Each of the subtopics is somewhat self-explanatory, or Adon Ross will review them in class several times.  Most of these areas are directly from forensics evaluations.
