Literary Character Sketch

Where the Red Fern Grows

A literary character sketch paints a word picture of a specific major character from literature.   In this case it is specifically Billy Colman, Grandpa, Mom, Dad, Little Ann and/or Old Dan.  This writing assignment follows a basic organization as described below:

Paragraph 1:  Introduce the character and the fact that he/she is from the book Where the Red Fern 


Grows written by Wilson Rawls.  Tell the character’s name, where the character lives, and in 


what time period the character lives.  If possible, describe the character’s physical appearance.  


The paragraph should eventually move into a thesis statement or general statement about the 


character traits/personality of that person.  Examples of general statements about Billy Colman 


could be that Billy was determined, that Billy was religious, that Billy was brave (or that Little 


Ann was brave), etc.  The idea is to convey an overall impression of your choice of character. 

Paragraph 2: Support your thesis with one example from the story by relating an episode and/or 


using direct quotes/dialogue from the scene.  Make sure that everything is related to just 


the one example you are using.  And be sure to remember that this support must be 


related to your original thesis statement.  Develop your support with multiple sentences, 


not just one sentence (remember the definition of non fiction paragraphs).  The example 


you include should be explained in such a way that even a person who has not read the 


book would know the episode to which you are referring.  For example, don’t just say 


something like “... the time he cut the big sycamore down.”  Give more background of the 


scene, but don’t retell the whole thing.

Paragraph 3: Do the same as paragraph 2, but be sure to use some form of a transition to begin 


the support.  For example: “Another example of Billy’s determination is when he chops 


down a sycamore tree....”  Remember to discuss only one supporting example.  And 


remember that this support must be related to your original thesis statement.  In other 


words, if you said Little Ann was brave, then all the events that you use should be details 


showing her bravery.  If you said that Old Dan was foolhardy, then all the events you use 


should be details showing his being foolhardy.  If you said that Billy was religious, then 


all the events you use should be details showing his religious beliefs.

Paragraph 4: Again, do the same as paragraphs 2 and 3, remembering to use a transition to 


begin the support.  Another example might be: “Billy also shows his determination when 


he ...”  Also remember to keep on track by making sure your support relates back to your 


thesis statement.  Check that your paragraphs are reasonably balanced.  That is, each 


paragraph support is of approximate equal length.

Additional support paragraphs: You may have more than three supports for your opinion, but 


remember you must have at least three.  Remember to check that you are still on track and 


paragraphs are balanced.

Final paragraph: Conclude your assignment by restating your general impression, but do not 


use the same words as your thesis statement.  Remember to include at least two sentences 


because this is a paragraph.
Paragraph 1 is called the introduction.  The middle paragraphs 2, 3, and 4+ are called the body.  The final paragraph, whatever number it may be, is called the conclusion.  These are the three basic parts to a non fiction writing piece.  This is called expository writing.

Character Sketch


As we have been reading Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls,  I have constantly been referring to the writing of a character sketch about a major character from the book.  During numerous discussions, I have noted different places that reveal different character traits of Billy Colman, his mom, his dad, Grandpa, or even Little Ann or Old Dan.  Your job now is to take that information, choose a character, come up with a thesis, and support it.


In order to support your thesis, you will need to use specific incidents and/or actual quotes from the book.  If you do use actual quotes, you place the page number(s) from which you got the quote in parentheses after the quote.  For example if you are saying that Grandpa shows wisdom when he tells Billy that things might have changed in the two years since he first saw the ad for hound puppies, you might use the following quote:  “Well,” he said, “the first thing we have to do is write this outfit.” (23)


Below is a sample of a sixth grade single focus character sketch from The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster.  While the sketch certainly has room for improvement, it follows the basic pattern as described on the planning sheet.


Milo is the main character from The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster.  He is a tall, skinny boy about ten years old who lives in an apartment in a modern city.  Before his adventure begins, Milo is gloomy and bored.  He says, “... there’s nothing for me to do, nowhere I’d care to go, and hardly anything worth seeing.” (11)  However, as the story goes on Milo becomes very brave and is willing to do the impossible.


When a turnpike tollbooth appears in his room, Milo soon drives his electric car right through it, not even wondering if he could come back.  Nor did he care where he ended up.  As he looks back, he sees his room, the tollbooth, and everything familiar disappear, but he does cautiously continue on.


Later when Milo is in the city of Dictionopolis, the king tells him he must rescue Rhyme and Reason.  They were the two princesses who kept everything in its rightful state in the Kingdom of Wisdom.  But they had been banished to the Castle in the Air because they could not decide if numbers or words were the most important.  Since Milo had nothing else to do, he accepts the job to rescue Rhyme and Reason in spite of the danger that lies ahead.


Milo continues to be brave as he ventures into the Mountains of Ignorance in search of the princesses of Rhyme and Reason.  Living in the mountains were the Triple Demons of Compromise, the Horrible Hopping Hindsight, and the Threadbare Excuse.  Just imagine running into the Gorgons of Hate and Malice, “most terrifying of all, inching like giant soft-shelled snails, with blazing eyes and wet anxious mouths, leaving a trail of slime behind them.” (219) No ordinary person would have dared to enter the mountains with these demons lurking around.  Milo demonstrated his greatest example of bravery at this moment.


In the process of rescuing Rhyme and Reason, Milo was brave many times.  When he finally completed his task, he finally understood the importance of what it meant to be brave, what it meant to make something of his life.  Instead of leading the boring life he had in the past, Milo learned to appreciate the world around him.
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