Name ___________________________________

Hour ____________________________________

Character Sketch Single Focus Planning Sheet

This sheet may be used for any character sketch, but we'll use Where the Red Fern Grows as our model. Using whatever notes you have taken as you read, you need to start planning the writing of your character sketch.  You are going to pick a major character and show your reader a single character trait/personality trait of that character. For your character, you can choose Billy, the easiest character to work with; Grandpa; or either of the two dogs as the focus of your character sketch.  For a trait, you will use words like generous, wise, determined, religious, brave, loving, etc. But you are choosing only one trait.  Below is a guide which can help you with your writing.  Also use the original explanation sheet to help you with this writing assignment.
Paragraph #1

First, find out the information you need for your introductory paragraph:


Title of book:  ____________________________________


Author: ___________________


Setting (Time and Place):_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


The character I have chosen: _______________________


Physical description: __________________________________________________________


  __________________________________________________________________________

              __________________________________________________________________________


My character's one trait I will focus on: ________________________

(This is your thesis statement.  Be sure to write the correct form of the word.  Example:  a character shows 
                determination but is determined.)

Now you will support and develop that one trait you have chosen.  (If you can't find enough examples of a trait within the book, you should choose a different character trait or a different character.)

Paragraph #2

Support Number 1: ______________________________ (First Example)
Find one example/support/scene for your characteristic.  First, describe the scene in your own words so that a person who has not read the book would know what you are talking about.  Then include a quote from that scene (with its page number) to help elaborate.  All quotes used should be directly related to your characteristic.  In other words, if you are showing that Billy is determined, make sure you have a direct quote that clearly demonstrates Billy's determination.
Scene  (pages ________ ): _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Quote  (page ______):_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #3
Support Number 2: ______________________________  (Second Example)
Now find another example/support/scene for characteristic.  First, describe the example in your own words so that a person who has not read the book would know what you are talking about.  Then include a quote from that scene (with its page number) to help elaborate.

Scene  (pages ________ ): _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Quote  (page ______):_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #4
Support Number 3: ______________________________ (Third Example)
Find three examples/supports/scenes for your third characteristic.  Remember to first describe the example in your own words so that a person who has not read the book would know what you are talking about.  Then include a quote from that scene (with its page number) to help elaborate.

Scene  (pages ________ ): _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Quote  (page ______):_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph #5

Conclusion:  Without using the same words, restate your thesis statement.  Then finish by making some form of a general statement about your character.   What might you say if the character were a real person?  Remember, the pronoun I should not be included here.  The reader should not feel that you are sharing an opinion; you are making a statement about the character.  _________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

