An Editorial:   Explanation 
You are going to write an editorial, an “article” expressing your (the author's) opinion.  An editorial, found in newspapers, is a form of persuasive writing.   While newspaper articles can never be written in first person, an editorial, on the other hand, will possibly include a first person point of view.  
Think of some topic, some idea that has bothered you, something about which you have strong feelings.  Some topics about which students have written in the past have been the following: starting school at a later time; who should go to college; music lyrics and poor grammar; rap music and mistreatment of women; violence in video games; parents' monitoring the Internet; school uniforms; mandatory community service, negatives of television watching; parents monitoring their children’s Internet use; school starting times;  the amount/percentage of people who vote;  requesting an additional ice rink or a skateboard park; the importance of organizations like 4-H, Boy Scouts, or doing service projects, etc.; allowing water bottles or vending machines in school; zero tolerance laws, monitoring cell phone use and driving; and, of course, the perennial discussion about homework. There are also other ideas that come up because of current events issues.  In all cases, the supports (reasons for believing what you do) must be mature and logical.
The organization of an editorial begins with an introductory paragraph which gives the reader some background about the topic/issue and includes the thesis statement, continues with at least three supporting paragraphs (which give researched facts/figures, statements from authorities, comparisons, or examples), and ends with a conclusion which tells the audience what should happen or how they should act.  Before the strongest support, the author will "acknowledge the opposition."  That is, he or she will present strong arguments against the position taken by refuting the arguments, showing they are illogical or misstated facts, or that the author's ideas outweigh the others'.
Use the attached editorial worksheet to help you get going.  Fill in the blanks with thoughts, not necessarily complete sentences.  Eventually you will need to research!  Use facts and figures, statistics, provable information, not just emotions, to help support your ideas.  

The length of your editorial should be about one and a half sides to two sides.  In addition to the written form, you will be presenting these arguments orally.  Your presentation should last two to three minutes.  Keep this time in mind when you are writing.

Below is a student example of an editorial.  While it follows the basic concepts, it could still use more background and support information to be considered really strong.

Later school starting times promote better learning

An editorial by Libby Garrett


Do you often go to school tired and unable to learn?  Many students in our generation are feeling this.  Some schools have now made their starting time later.  I think this is a great idea.


First, I believe that later starting times for school is a good idea because grades and Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores are boosted.  According to a study conducted by the magazine Upfront, students who got mostly A's average 7 hours and 22 minutes of sleep, while students who have D's and lower average only 6 hours and 48 minutes.  In Minnesota, according to Upfront, the SAT scores have risen 100 points since they changed their starting times.  By giving kids an extra hour every morning, schools are finally letting kids go to school and completely comprehend the information.  


Second, by puberty, kids are not ready to wake up until around 8:30 A.M.  In schools that are starting at this time, as opposed to 7:00, kids can get almost the amount of sleep they need.  According to the National Sleep Foundation, 80% of teens don’t get the recommended amount of sleep.  Sleep is essential to the natural growth process, and too little sleep can result in illnesses, which leads to school absences.


Third, students are not using the extra time in the morning to stay up longer, but to get extra sleep.  In Minnesota, dropout rates have declined by more than 5%.  Students have also reported being happier and better able to learn.


So if you feel that you're not getting enough sleep and that is preventing you from learning at your full potential, talk to your school.  Later starting times can lead to higher grades and SAT scores, the required sleep teenagers need, and lower dropout rates.
