Editorial Introductory Paragraphs

Below are the introductory paragraphs of possible persuasive pieces (editorials).  

When I was a baby, my parents said that I used to sleep all the time.  Therefore, they called me "Sleepy."  The nickname remains today.  It's caused many fights and much anger.  Nicknames can ruin you.  A name that you were given as a baby can create problems later on.

During the summer months the city of Milwaukee has numerous festivals.  From Summerfest to Festa Italiana to Irishfest to Germanfest to others, Milwaukee celebrates music and the diversity of numerous cultures in Southeastern Wisconsin.  But there is one culture that seems to be missing from these celebrations.  I think there should be also be a Theaterfest.

Last year the Bucks did not have a great season.  Was it poor playing or poor players?  The management thought it was possibly the combination of players and decided to trade away Glen "Big Dog" Robinson.  I think this was a poor choice.

Attendance these days is low for Ozaukee County 4-H Clubs.  4-H is a great foundation for boys and girls.  A member can be in kindergarten or even a senior in high school and still have fun.  4-H is a great place to meet friends, to learn leadership skills, and even to make money.



After school, students are often looking for something to eat.  They will either find 
their own leftover lunch items, mooch food from another student, or they will go to the 
corner gas station to buy a snack.  They are constantly searching for anything to satisfy 
their hunger.  I have come up with a solution to the problem.  Bringing vending machines


into the school will cause a number of things to happen.



This time of year finds many of us waiting for spring break and the much needed 


escape from the long, cold days of our Wisconsin winters.  This year, the wait is 


especially long.  In the Cedarburg School District, our spring break dates is tied to when 
Easter occurs, which causes our break sometimes to be very early and sometimes to be 
very late.  In other school districts, there is a certain week for this break, no matter when 
Easter falls.  I think that all public schools in Southeastern Wisconsin should have the 
same spring break planned during the third week in March.


The italicized sentences above are thesis statements.  The thesis sentence contains the central idea of the essay.  It can also suggest how the opinion is to be developed.  The thesis sentence is important because it tells the reader what you intend to say.  It also helps you, the writer, to keep in mind what you're writing about. 
The expectation of the reader is that the next paragraphs will help explain each author's reasons for making such thesis statements.  He would need to prove/support his opinion.  A minimum of three supporting paragraphs is necessary for writers to do a good job convincing their reader of their ideas.  Each support needs to be different from the previous one, needs to be logical, and needs to be elaborated with facts and figures, statements of authority, examples, etc. if possible.  Be sure not to insert the supports in the introductory paragraph unless you are just listing them quickly to help the reader follow your thoughts.
