Let's Look at an Editorial

Read the student editorial printed below.  Think about the organization necessary for this type of writing.  

Ozaukee County shouldn't widen Wauwatosa Road

An editorial by Jessica Cohen

 
For many years, Wauwatosa Road from Mequon north through Cedarburg has been an important route for hundreds of people.  The number of cars and trucks traveling on the main thoroughfare has increased quite a lot.  Many people have asked that something be done about the situation.  Within the next few years, Cedarburg and Ozaukee County will try to widen Wauwatosa Road into a four lane road so that, as proponents of widening have said, "traffic can flow much more smoothly, and the number of accidents can be reduced."  This would mean that the front yards, as well as the mailboxes, would be pushed further back.  Although this would mean progress in some people's minds, I would not like to see this happen.


First, if they widen the road, it would be a safety matter.  When little children play in their front yards, they would be too close to the street.  Because there won't be much room, it is likely that some play activity will probably cause a child to run into the street and be seriously injured, especially if cars are traveling at a higher speed than they do on local roads.


Second, because Wauwatosa Road would most likely be busier with easier access, the traffic will increase and there will be much noise.  If they push the houses closer to the road, it will be harder to sleep at night.  If a person's sleep is broken too often, a person likely will be tired the next day at work.  A sleepy person may then slack off causing economical problems for Cedarburg.


Third, when someone purchases a house on Wauwatosa Road, the property value might go down.  This might also lead to commercialized sites, which might lower the value even more.  This also happens when a major company purchases a house in the center of a neighborhood.  I live in a house on Wauwatosa Road and would not like to see my property lose its value.


In the end, I would like to see the road stay the way it is.  If you agree that the road should not be widened, please help stop road construction by handing out leaflets, signing a petition, or allowing a protest sign to be put up in your yard.

Now answer the questions below.

1. What is Jessica's general topic of the editorial?

2.  What background information does Jessica give about the topic?

3.  What is Jessica's thesis?

4.  What is Jessica's first support?

5.  What is Jessica's second support?

6.  What is Jessica's third support?

7.  Does Jessica use any outside sources (sources other than just her own thoughts) to help 

     support her argument?  Yes/No  If so what/who are they?

8.  Does Jessica share any arguments opposing her thoughts?  If so what are they?

9.  What would Jessica's like to see happen or what would she like you, the reader, to do?
