Persuasive Essay/Editorial
The purpose of a persuasive essay is to convince readers to accept a particular point of view on a subject. It is based on clear thinking and effec​tive information. The following model by student writer David Schoen was published in the Inland Valley (CA) Daily Bulletin on March 29, 1993. Even if you find yourself disagreeing with this student's views, note the persuasive elements he has used. (The names of the schools are fictitious.)

No Metal Detectors Needed
If you haven't noticed, the arms race is heating up. But this is a different sort of arms race. It's a race to rid the schools of arms. And the weapon of choice is the metal detector.  
The tension accompanying a recent deadly shooting at a high school in Los Angeles has spread to the Fairneld County High School District, where some schools have decided to use metal detectors.
 But are metal detectors the answer for every school? The answer to this question for Somerset High School is, I believe, "no."

On our campus, the only weapons found have been knives. There haven't been any deaths on campus and very few of the expulsions that take place are weapon related. In fact, we had less than five such expulsions during the first semester. To some, that is five too many, but it's next to nothing compared to other schools. Somerset has a good record when it comes to the safety of the students
. For this reason, SHS doesn't need metal detectors.

An important question needs to be explored: Can Somerset ensure the future safety of its students? I happen to believe it can. Admittedly an occasional fight erupts. What high school doesn't have fights? But SHS isn't dan​gerous enough to warrant the purchase of a metal detector. While a metal detector might cut down on weapons being brought on campus, we need to remember that running a metal detector up and down someone's body may initiate feelings of anger and hostility—the exact feelings that may lead to fights and violence. Yet these are the activities that metal detectors are supposed to prevent.

       It is interesting to note that most weapon-related expulsions involved students who were carrying weapons for defense purposes. These were not students who intend​ed to hurt anyone. In fact, quite the opposite is true. These students were carrying weapons because they felt unsafe. Most of the students that I have talked to believe that metal detectors are a violation of the Fourth Amendment, dealing with illegal search and seizure. However, something has to be done to ensure everyone's safety.

Here is my solution. We have about 2,600 students with 10 people 
looking out for their well-being on campus. That's not enough eyes for that many students. We need to hire more proctors or disciplinarians. I understand that with budget cuts this action may be difficult. I also understand that a metal detector would actually be cheaper than hiring more staff. But putting a metal detector on campus will heighten weapon awareness. If students become more con​scious of weapons at school, fear and uneasiness may follow. This situation is exactly what we are trying to prevent.

The school administration should save Somerset the trouble that would 
be caused if a metal detector were used. We have no significant weapons problem on our campus. We should ensure everyone's safety, but within reason. If some​thing isn't broken, it doesn't need to be fixed.

�The author  tries to get the reader's attention, uses a hook.


�More background information


�The writer's position (focus) is identified: the thesis statement.


�A recognition of the other side of the issue, but the author refutes by comparing his school to others.


�The author again recognizes other side of the issue but now refutes it with how this side could cause problems.


�A reasonable solution is proposed


�The writer's position is reaffirmed.





