Historical Fiction-Poster Assignment

You are to design a colorful poster to promote the reading and the understanding of your book.  I will provide you with the paper for this project.  This poster will be divided into two major sections by dividing the paper in half.  Using the crease in the paper, draw a dark black line to separate the two halves (See Diagram A at bottom of page). 

Top Half

1.  Make sure that the title, the author’s name, and the copyright date are written

     prominently on the poster.

2. In the center of the top, include one large illustration which represents a key 

     character or setting of the book.

3. Place at least five quotations from imaginary reviewers (and newspaper/magazine 

     that he or she is from) which include specific information about the character, setting, 

     or plot of the story.  This quotation brings in specific information from the book.  For 

     example, don’t just write “It’s a good book.”  Write something like “It was scary 

     when Heddie had to hide from the Nazis when they came to Warsaw, Poland.  She 

     was a very brave girl.”  These statements should reveal specific character traits and 

     actions.  You want to show clearly that you have read this book.

Bottom Half
1.  On the bottom half of the poster should be six panels illustrating, in chronological 

      order, major episodes or scenes from the book. (See Diagram B at bottom of 

      page.)  Be careful in picking these scenes.  They must reflect the entire plot of the 

      book, not just one section.  A person who has not read the book should be able to 

      get a good sense of what went on in the book.

2. At the bottom of each panel, you should write a developed caption, a short but 

     detailed explanation of the scene.  These explanations should be written in such a 

     way that all six panels connect to each other.  The reader of the poster should, in 

     essence, be reading a summary of the book.  In order to fit as much as you might 

     need, I suggest you type the explanations and glue/tape them at the bottom of 

     each section.  Make sure that you write this so a person who has not read the book 

     will understand the scene and how it fits into the whole story.

3.  Remember this poster involves a historical novel.  In your scenes, be sure to include 

     episodes which show the historical aspect of your book: characters and events.

4. On the due date, you will be expected to present this poster to the class.  Be 

      prepared to answer audience questions about your poster (and book).
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diagram above.

Criteria for evaluating this project will be based on how well you have succeeded in doing the following:

Top Half

1.  You have made clearly visible the title, author, and copyright of your book.

2.  You have made sure the top illustration includes an excellent interpretation of the 

     main character or setting.  Art work is not the real key; what you choose to draw is.  

     If you draw a main character, you should include him/her in what you feel is a key 

     scene in the book.  If it’s the setting, make sure the viewer would be able to see how 

     the setting impacts the plot, why the setting is so important.  You should be able to 

     explain why you made your choice on the day of presentation.  

3.  You have included at least five quotations that include both the name of a critic and 

      the name of the magazine from which it came.  Try to be clever, creative with these 

      names.  These names might reflect something about the historical period of the 

      book.

4.  You have made the critics’ quotations clearly reveal different aspects of the 

      characters’ traits, the setting, or the plot.  Use specific names and events from the 

      book.

Bottom Half

1. While not everyone is an artist, you have made sure you have done your best to 

      draw illustrations which show action!  Remember, these panels will show the plot 

      of the story.  Plot only occurs when there is action.  Think about how plot is 

      developed.  What is each part of the plot line: the rising action, climax, falling action, 

      resolution?

2.  You have made sure you have written detailed descriptions of each of your chosen 

      scenes.  You have NOT written wording such as “above is a scene with ...”  Just tell 

      the scene in the book.  You have made sure your illustration clearly goes with the 

      scene without telling the reader it goes with it!  You have typed your explanations, 

      cut them neatly, and have attached them to the poster.

3.   Remember, you have read a historical fiction book.  Have you clearly shown the 

      historical aspect of your book?  Otherwise, your fictitious plot could have occurred in 

      any time frame; your book would not be considered historical fiction.

If you make a mistake anywhere in the bottom half, you will not need to redo the entire poster.  Find some paper, cut out a section the size of the panel you are correcting, and tape it neatly over your mistake.

As you read your historical novel, think about the requirements of this assignment.  The most important (and difficult) part of the project is figuring out how to divide your story into six sections.  Making sure that your explanations flow from one panel to the next is also difficult.  This is not an activity you can do in one night. 
