The Island on Bird Street

by Uri Orlev

Chapters 1 – 3

Vocabulary

p. 2
bunker

p.  5 
bales

p. 6 
retaliatory

p. 7 
razed

p. 9
immune

p. 12 
contradicted

1. Chapter 1 is titled “Father’s Secret”.  What is the secret?

2. Who is telling the story?  How do you know?  
3. Where is Alex’s mother?

4. Who are the Gryns?
5. What foreshadowing is there on page 3?
6. Name 5 details you know about the setting.

7. Why does Alex compare Old Boruch to King Solomon?

8. Boruch and Alex’s father disagree about Hitler (p. 7).  With whom do you agree?
9. What is Alex referring to at the end of page 7?  What does it tell you about Alex’s character and how he feels about his mother?
10. Who is Snow?  Why is he special?

11. Alex’s mom uses trees as a metaphor.  What does she describe?  p. 13
12. What’s a rat?  Why does Alex say rats are worse than Germans?  p. 18

13.   During the “selection”, they realize everyone must leave.  Describe Boruch’s plan.  What does Boruch’s plan tell you about his character?  Does the plan “work”?
