The Island on Bird Street

Chapters 14 – 16

Vocabulary

p. 112  shears

p. 114  doffed

p. 123  governesses

p. 126  nonchalantly

p. 127  verge

1. Why does Alex risk crossing over to the Polish side?  How does he get there?

2. Why do you think the Polish doctor was willing to help a Jewish fighter from the ghetto uprising?
3. What is the doctor’s reaction when Alex tells him about killing the German soldier?

4. Henryk discussed the idea of “Erets Yisra’el, the Jewish state that would be founded after World War II ended.  How do you think the experiences of Jews during WWII led to the creation of a Jewish state in 1948?
5. Henryk sings a song for Alex.  What do you think he sings?  How do you know?

6. How does Bolek offer to help Alex?  Why does Alex refuse?

7. At the end of Chapter 16 Alex says, “…we parted like men.”  In what ways do you think Alex had become a man?

