The Island on Bird Street

Chapters 4 – 6

Vocabulary

p. 28
crucified

p. 29
larders

p. 31
shrapnel

p. 38
concealed

p. 47
fugitives

p. 47
troves

p. 49
pogrom

1. How was the Polish side different from the ghetto where Alex lived?

2. Why does Alex’s father say the Poles and Germans hate the Jews?

3. What were some important things Alex learned from his mother, his father, and Boruch? (p. 30)
4. Alex received conflicting messages about fate from Boruch and his father.  What do you believe about fate?

5. Who did Alex think was his “lucky charm”?  Why?

6. Why doesn’t Alex stay with the Gryns?

7. How does Alex pass the time waiting for his father?

