Island on Bird Street

Study Guide

I. VOCABULARY
Know the definitions of the following words.

1. bunker

2. bales

3. retaliatory

4. razed

5. immune

6. contradicted

7. crucified

8. larders

9. shrapnel

10. concealed

11. fugitives

12. troves

13. pogrom

14. ambush

15. duplex

16. portable

17. cache

18. cheeky

19. stifled

20. temperaments

21. curfew

22. ironclad

23. liaison

24. proficiency

25. shears

26. doffed

27. governesses

28. nonchalantly

29. verge

30. louse

31. gramophone

32. partisan

33. rendezvous

II.  CHARACTERS
Know the following characters.
1. Alex

2. Alex’s mother

3. Alex’s father

4. The Gryns

5. Martha (the girl in the polka dot dress)
6. Boruch

7. Snow

8. Freddy

9. Henryk
10. Bolek

11. Yanek
12. Stashya

Who is(are) the protagonist(s) in the story?
Who is(are) the antagonist(s)?

III. THEME

What are three themes in this story?  What are the messages the author is trying to convey to the reader?

1)

2)

3)

IV. LITERARY ELEMENTS/PLOT ANALYSIS
1. What foreshadowing is presented in the book?

2. What irony is present?

3. Is there any symbolism in the book?

4. Describe the setting.

5. What is the climax of the story?

6. Name at least 3 types of conflicts in the book and give specific examples.

1)

2)

3)

7. How does Alex change throughout the course of the book?

8. What does Alex learn?

9. What questions are left unanswered?  Why do you think the author leaves them unanswered?

10. Why did the author choose the title the book Island on Bird Street?

