The Island on Bird Street      Writing Assignment

For this novel, I would like you to try a little creative writing. Choose ONE of the following:

Write a poem: 

Reflect on what you have read and write a poem about Alex’s experiences.  You could include specific things that happened to him, or you may choose to express his feelings and emotions. You could confine your poem to a single topic such as loneliness or patience or fear. The poem should be at least 14 lines long, typed in size 14 font. It can rhyme, but it doesn’t have to rhyme. Please do not write an acrostic poem. The poem should be typed, and it should include two vocabulary words. You should also draw a picture or include a graphic somewhere on the page to reflect the ideas in your piece. Mount your poem and picture on a piece of construction paper and include your name.
Poem Rubric:

Demonstrates understanding of the book

_____/5

Conveys emotion





_____/5

Uses two vocab. words correctly



_____/4

Correct grammar/punctuation/spelling


_____/5

Contains at least 14 lines; typed



_____/5
Includes picture/graphic




_____/4

Mounted; name included




_____/2





TOTAL

_____/30 points
Write a short story:

The Island on Bird Street is told from Alex’s point of view. Use your imagination to think about events which are not described in the novel. Write a 1-2 page short story telling the event from another character’s point of view. Two possibilities come to mind: 1. Alex and Stashya vow to contact one another after the war. Write a short story that tells what happens when the two characters meet again. 2. Write a short story describing what happened to Alex’s father during the five months that he was separated from his son.  If you would like to write a short story about another character or event, please see me to make sure it fits the assignment. Use two vocabulary words and type your story.
Short Story Rubric:

Demonstrates understanding of the book

_____/5

Creatively imagines events not in book


_____/6
Is told from another character’s point of view

_____/5
Uses two vocab. words correctly



_____/4

Correct grammar/punctuation/spelling


_____/5

Appearance: 1-2 pages long; typed; mounted

_____/5




TOTAL


_____/30 points
