“ME, _____” POEM


You are going to create a "published" poem about you and the changes you have experienced since you were younger (or even recent changes.)  To get to that point, you will go through a few steps. 


First, think about what you used to be like some time in the past and how you are different now.  In order to do this brainstorming, I'll give you some help.  Take a sheet of paper and draw a line down the middle.  One column will be labeled "Then" and the other "Now."  For each of the concepts below, fill in the appropriate information.  Remember the "then" could be any time in the past; the "now" is at the present time.  You can, of course, think of any other differences you want to add to your chart.


Some contrasting ideas


how you looked then and now



where you lived then and now



what you did with your free time then and now



what you might have been afraid of  then and now



what you couldn't do then but you can do now



what you used to get in trouble for and what you might get in trouble for now



what you thought or believed then and something you believe now


The next steps involve following very specific directions; read carefully!  Write your information in poem form by using the words "I used to..." at the beginning of the first line, and "but now ..." at the beginning of each second line.  Then continue alternating "used to" and "but now."  A shortened example is below.  Notice the comma after the first part of each pair of ideas.  The title will be "Me, (your name)" (bold-faced).  At least one space must be between your title and the first line.  (See the example below.)
Me, Jim Ross
I used to live in Woodmere, New York,

but now I live in Bayside, Wisconsin.

I used to be single,

but now I am married with two grown children.

I used to do very poorly in English classes,

but now I am an expert.

I used to be very skinny,

but now I am just thin.

I used to get in trouble with my mother,

but now I get in trouble with my wife.

I used to be able to see anything,

but now I have to read with magnifying glasses.

I used to be able to scream loudly,

but now I sometimes need a microphone.

I used to have long, black hair,

but now I have very little hair that is partly gray.

I used to play soccer and run track,

but now I have back problems and arthritic hips.

I used to be a student in school,

but now I am a teacher (and sometimes principal) in schools.

I used to be very scared to speak in front of anyone,  

but now I can speak in front of a crowd of thousands.

I used to have trouble expanding my writing,

but now I find it hard to keep from writing something way too long for the size of the paper.

I used to dislike writing many forms of poetry,

but now I seem to have enjoyed doing it.


There is another part to this assignment, an illustration.  This illustration will connect your interests with a drawing of your first and last names.  I will show you several examples of the technique required and give you the special sheets on which to draw your pictures.  On the in-class assignment sheet, there is an example of my illustration.  Your poem and illustration eventually will be mounted.
Be sure to review the rubric and self-editing checklist in order to become aware of and check the expectations for this assignment.
