“Me” Poem 6+1 Traits Rubric
	
	Five (5)

STRONG
	Three (3)

DEVELOPING
	One (1)

NOT YET

	Ideas 

and

Content

(Development)
	My paper is clear, focused, and filled with details not everybody knows.

(a) My poem is full of interesting tidbits; I have included some ideas that my reader will be surprised about.  I haven’t just used the example contrasts I have seen or those that most students include.
(b) My contrasts cover a wide variety of areas/categories (i.e. physical, food, school, etc.).
(c) I have included at least 40 lines (20+contrasts)
(d) Each first line in the pair starts with “I used to …” and each second line in the pair starts with “but now I ....” 
(e)   Each of my second lines has a

        contrasting wording, none
        with "but now I do/ don't." or  

        just the opposite wording: "I 

        used to not know how…, but 

        now I do know how…"

	Even though my writing grabs your attention here and there, it could use some spicy details.

(a) More than several of my ideas are just like those I will read in other students’ poems.  I haven’t included much that would catch my readers’ attention.
(b) I seem to focus on the same type of contrasts at times (i.e. a lot of physical, food, or school, etc.).
(c) I have included no less than 30 lines (15 contrasts).
(d) A few times I slip up with the beginning wording of my lines 

(e) A few times I slipped and have "but now I do/don't" as my second line
	I’m still figuring out what to say.

(a) My poem consists of pretty basic information; I haven’t come up with any idea that shows creativity.
(b) I repeat the same type of contrast numerous times; many lines focus on the same general topic (i.e. physical, food, or school, etc.).
(c) I have included no more than 16 

        lines (8 contrasts) 

(d) I just don’t get the idea of beginning 

        my lines with the specific required  

         wording.

(e)   I have numerous second lines with

        "but now I do/don't."

	Organization
	My paper is as clear as a good road map.  It takes readers by the hand and guides them along every step.

(a) My poem is written in such a way that my reader can see movement into different categories (younger to more recent changes).
(b) My last lines make it clear that I have concluded my poem; I don’t just leave the reader hanging, thinking there could be more to read.  My ending is clever. (weighted more)

	You can begin to see where I’m headed.  If you pay attention, you can follow along pretty well.

(a) At times, my reader will see that I have added another contrast related to an area/category I have already written.
(b) While the reader probably knows my poem is over, it doesn’t really end with much of a bang. (weighted more)

	Where are we headed?  I’m lost myself.

(a) My poem just goes all over the place.  My reader will not get any sense of that my contrasts have been organized into any different areas/categories.
(b) I have not given the reader any idea that poem really is over except that there is nothing else to read on the page.  I just end with another contrast.


	Voice

	I have put my personal, recognizable stamp on this paper.

(a) You can hear my voice booming through.  It's me.
(b) I care about this topic--and it shows.
(c) I speak right to my audience, always thinking of questions they might have.
(d) I wrote to please myself, too.
(e) My writing rings with confidence.

	What I truly think and feels shows up sometimes.

(a) You might not laugh or cry when you read this, but you'll hang in there and finish it.

(b) I'm right on the edge of finding my own voice--so close!

(c) My personality pokes out here and there.  You might guess this was my writing.

(d) I didn't think about my audience all the time.  Sometimes I just wrote to get it over with!
	I did not put much energy or personality into this writing.

(a) It could be hard to tell who wrote this.  It could be anybody's.

(b) I kept my feelings in check.

(c) If I liked this topic better or knew more, I could put more life into it.

(d) Audience?  What audience?

	Word Choice
	I picked just the right words to express my ideas and feelings.

(a) The words and phrases I've used seem exactly right.

(b) My phrases are colorful and lively but not overdone.

(c) I used some everyday words in new ways.  Expect a few surprises.

(d)   Do you have a favorite phrase 
        or two in here?  I do. Every 
        word is accurate.  You won't 
        find yourself wondering what I 
        mean. Verbs and nouns carry 
        the meaning.  I don't bury my 
        reader in adjectives.
	It might not tweak your imagination, but hey, it gets the basic meaning across.

(a) It's functional, and it gets the job done, but I can honestly say I stretched.

(b) Okay, so there are some clichés hiding in the corners.

(c) I've also got a favorite phrase lurking around here someplace.  

(d) Verbs?  What's wrong with good old is, are, was , were …?

(e) I might have overused my thesaurus.

(f) You can understand it, though, right?  Like nothing's really wrong.
	My reader might go, "Huh?"

(a) See, I'm like this victim of vague wording and fuzzy phrasing.

(b) It's, you know, kind of hard to get what I'm talking about.  I don't even remember what I meant, and I wrote this stuff!

(c) Maybe I misused a word or two.

(d) Some redundant phrases might be redundant.

(e) I need verb power.

	Sentence 

Fluency
	My sentences are clear and varied--you'll WANT to read it aloud.

This trait really does not apply well here because this is not prose, or paragraph writing.

(a) Each pair of lines in my poem creates a single sentence.
(b) I have a good variety of line lengths; not every line is just about the same.
	My sentences are clear and readable.

This trait really does not apply well here because this is not prose, or paragraph writing.

(a) My control of sentences is obvious although there might be a few errors here and there.

(b) I have some variety in the length of my lines.


	I have to admit it's a challenge to read aloud (even for me).

This trait really does not apply here because this is not prose, or paragraph writing.

(a) I have problems making each pair of lines into a well-constructed sentence.
(b) All my lines are just about the same length; they are all quite short, just about five or six words each.

	Conventions
	An editor would fall asleep looking for mistakes in this paper.  This paper is flawless.
(a) Capitals are all in the right place.
(b) Great punctuation--grammar, too (I have a comma at the end of line one in the pair, a period at the end of line two in each pair).

(c) My spelling (even of difficult words) would knock your socks off.

(d) I have NO errors!

 
	Some mistakes show up when I read carefully.

(a) Spelling is correct on most words.

(b) Capitals are mostly okay.  

(c) The grammar and usage are okay for everyday writing.

(d) A few pronouns do not match what IT refers to.

(e) There are punctuation errors.
(f) I need to do some editing to get this ready to publish.
	Better read it once to decode, then again for meaning.

(a) There are just too many capitalization errors
(b) I have totally forgotten to use the required  punctuation at the end of each line
(c) More than five words are misspelled.
(d) I have a lot of grammar and usage problems.



	Presentation


	My method of presenting this piece is excellent.  I am really proud of how this piece looks and how well I followed all the directions.

(a) My poem is typed in Arial/Times New Roman size 12, single spaced,  with NO heading.
(b) I have centered and bolded the title in size 14, which reads:  “Me, …" (The periods stand for my first name and then my last name).
(c) I have skipped a line between the title and the first line of the poem. 

(d) I have centered each line of my poem.

(e) *My illustrations are clever and colorful; I use the letters of my name to form the concept of the illustration; I don’t just put my name into the picture. *(Very important weight factor here.) 
	I have tried to follow all general directions of form and assignment requirements, but I have missed the mark in some areas.  My reader may not be bothered, but my teacher might be a little irritated.

(a) My handwriting (if I have handwritten my poem) is not always consistent.

(b) My typing follows many of the general requirements of form and the specific requirements of this assignment.

(c) *My illustrations or graphics are generally okay and fulfill the general idea of the assignment.  I probably have put my name into an illustration instead of used my name to create the illustration.  I might not have much creativity or color. *(Very important weight factor here.)
	Oh boy, did I have trouble following the directions for both general form and the requirements of this assignment.  

(a) Yeah, I have trouble using a pen when I write; I have a hard time with a regular slant and spacing.

(b) Okay, I need special help on how to format my typing.

(c) My teacher may have a cow when he sees just how many of his assignment directions I haven't followed!

(d) *I really didn't work hard to make my illustrations or graphics meet my teacher's requirements.  *(Very important weight factor here.)
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Highest Score Possible= 100 
    My Total= _____
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Name ___________________________
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