WHO DID IT?
(A guide for preparing a three to five minute oral report on a mystery novel)

Basic ideas that must be included:  title, author (include near the beginning and at the end)

Other ideas to put in somewhere:  main characters, setting, summary without the ending, 





recommendations, rating, etc.

The Plan:
1. Decide how you will end your report.




a recommendation




a "leave them hanging"




something else



2.  Decide how you will begin your report.




DO NOT say "My book is/was …"




OR  "The book I read is/was …"




OR  "The book I'm going to report on is …"




DO  Read a short passage from the book; however, the time you use 



        should be a small percent of your total time--no more than 10-15% of 



        the time.  For example, for a three-minute presentation, you should 



        read no more than 18-27 seconds.  For a four-minute presentation, 
                                           you should read no more than 24-36 seconds.  (Basically, no more 



        than one-half to two-thirds of a page)



        Pretend to be one of the characters and tell us something.



        Tell us something interesting about the story, the main character, or 



        the mystery.



        Ask the audience a question to get them thinking about something 



        related to the story.  "What would you do if …."  "Have you ever …."




        Give a recommendation.  "The book The City of Ember by Jeanne 



        DuPrau is hard to put down.  It starts out exciting and gets better as 
`


        it goes along …"


3.  Decide what to include in the middle and how to present the information.  



Are you going to use props or some kind of visual aid?  Are you going to 



     dress up like a character in the story?  



How much information does the audience need to get interested in the 



     story, without giving away the whole plot?  



Which characters do I really need to talk about?  



How much do I need to talk about the setting?  



Are there some clues both real and false (red herrings)I should tell?  



What events should I tell that lead up to the climax?  



Is there a short passage that I can read to the audience that will really get 



     their interest (no more than half to two-thirds of a page--see above)
The Delivery:
Stand up straight.  Don't sway, twist, or shift your weight back and forth!



Look at your audience, not the floor, the ceiling, or props.  Make total eye contact!



Be enthusiastic about your report; speak loudly and use expression!



Slow down!



Make sure you know how to pronounce words.  Ask if you're not sure.



Practice out loud.    Practice out loud.    Practice out loud!



Time yourself!
