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English 7
Only One Me 



There are 7 billion people in the world, but there is only one me.  My name is James Ira Ross. I am six feet one inch tall and weigh 160 pounds.  Most people would consider me to be a rather thin person.  The little hair I have is VERY short, black hair with an ever-increasing amount of gray streaks.  My brown eyes are covered by what some people might say are bushy eye brows.  When I smile, people can see that I do have two "cute," dimples.  Well, my wife says "cute."  On my torso are numerous freckles, blotches, and scars,  as a result of either sun poisoning, aging, or surgery.


My personality changes depending on the environment.  At home, my wife would call me easy going; most of the time I don’t get upset, but I also don't get overly excited.  I'd agree, but there are times when I can easily “blow up.”  In school I am usually serious but not stern; however, I can be totally different, even acting like a complete fool.  Out with other adults I might seem snobbish or cold at times, but it is not meant that way.  Actually I am a shy person.  Sometimes I might not seem friendly, but that's because I have forgotten your name and feel embarrassed.  I am usually very organized and neat.  One additional aspect of my personality actually bothers me:  I can appear quite “cold hearted.”  For example, when my mother, my brother, and my father each died, I did not break down crying. But in response to emotional movies or books, I can break out in a full teary cry for situations that have absolutely no personal tie at all. I will even cry at a sentimental television commercial. 


There are a few special things that I like and don’t like. I like watching and participating in several 

sports.  My body now prevents me from doing some of those activities, but I like soccer, cross-country skiing, biking, hiking, and golf.  I always enjoyed riflery and archery when I attended overnight camp as a child and used to get a chance to teach some of those activities at day camp or even at school.  I like gardening when I have the time and the weeds don’t become too much to handle.  I grow lots of vegetables and even grapes.  I also enjoy doing community volunteer work: serving a meal once a month at Agape Community Center, organizing occasional food sorts at the Hunger Task Force, and organizing over 1500 volunteers to work on Congregation Shalom's biennial Mitzvah Day. There really aren't too many things that I dislike except Brussels sprouts, canned mushrooms, tapping on desks, and the question “What are we going to do today?” 


Now you know a little about me, Adon James Ross.  I guess you will have to put up with me no matter what you think.  Remember, I am your teacher, and there is no one else on this planet just like me!

