Freak the Mighty

Day 1 Chapters 1-2,  pp. 1-9

Vocabulary:

1.  unvanquished (1) 

2.  mastodons (6)

3.  fiend (6)

Written Questions:  

1. Why is Max given the nickname of Kicker while in day care?

2. Why do you think Max feels that "hug stuff" is a "rotten lie"?

3. When has Max previously seen the person who later pairs up with him to become "Freak the Mighty"?

4. What attribute (physical characteristic) does this boy have that makes it easy for Max to remember him?

5. What opinion do you think Max has of himself as the story begins?  Why do you think he feels this way?
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Day 2  Chapters 3-4, pp. 10-20

Vocabulary:
4.  propulsion (13)

5.  demeanor (15)

6.  sobriquet (15)

7.  postulate (16)

8.  invincible (17)

9.  opiate (19)

Written Questions:  

1. Why does Max go over to Kevin's backyard?

2. What do the boys do after the "bird" is rescued?  Why do they stop?

3. Why does Max take Kevin over to see the "down under"?

4. Why does Kevin call his mother "Fair Gwen of Air"?

5. Why is Kevin so interested in King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table?
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Day 3  Chapters 5-6, pp. 21-33

Vocabulary:

10. depleted (26)

11. regurgitate (27)

Written Questions:  
1. What is Max's "time out"?

2. Why does Gram come to Max's room?

3. What is it about Max that startles Gwen when she first sees him?

4. How do you think others would feel about the resemblance of Max and his father if his father's situation was different from what it is at the moment?

5. Why is this Fourth of July special to Max?

6. What does Kevin say that gets Blade upset?
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Day 4  Chapters 7-8, pp. 34-47

Vocabulary:

12. trajectory (34)

13. converging (34)

14. nanosecond (36)
15.  evasive (43)

16. confrontation (43)

Written Questions:
1.   When Kevin is on Max's shoulders, do both boys see the same things?   Does this come in handy?

2. Where do the boys have to go in order to get away from their pursuers?  What happens to Tony D.  as he eventually catches up to Max?

3. How do Max and Kevin get out of where they were hiding?

4. When is the first time Kevin uses the term "Freak, the Mighty"?

5. How does Kevin change Max's summer routine?
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Day 5  Chapters 9-10, pp. 48-62

Vocabulary:

17.  sucrose (50)

18. divulged (51)

19. respiratory (52)

Written Questions:
1. What does Kevin call the destination of Freak the Mighty in Chapter 9? 

2. What does Kevin say is inside this building?  What will happen to him there?
3.   What is the purpose of the next quest (in Chapter 10) the two embark upon?

4.   In what way is this quest to be different from others?

5.   What does Freak the Mighty find on this quest?
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Day 6 Chapters 11-12,  pp. 63-79

Vocabulary:

20. oaths (64)
Written Questions:  
1. What do Kevin and Max each gain by being Freak the Mighty?

2. Why Kevin and Max allowed to leave the Lees' apartment without being harmed?

3. What sentence on page 70 would be an example of foreshadowing?  Why?

4. Why is Max allowed to be in the same classes with Kevin?

5. How does Kevin restore order in English class on the first day of school?  Why do you think this works?
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Day 7  Chapters 13-14, pp. 80-92

Vocabulary:

21. nudge (83)

22. intervention (83)

23. fluttering (84)

24. hamper (91)

Written Questions:  
1. Why is Kevin able to help Max read a whole book, making sense of it rather than just reading a bunch of words?  Make sure you use ideas from the book.

2. Why doesn't Max want to hear about his father?

3. What happens in the cafeteria at lunch on the Friday, October 13?

4. Why is Max worried about the nurse crying? (What does he think happened?)
5. How does Grim say he is going to protect the family?  What does Grim think about the plan?
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Day 8  Chapters 15-16, pp. 93-107

Vocabulary:

25. tweedy (93)
Written Questions:  
1. What is Grim's real name?

2. How does Grim differentiate between lies and tales?

3. What gift does each of the boys give the other?

4. In Chapter 16, why wasn't Max surprised that his father came to get him?

5. In Chapter 16, how does the author show us that both Iggy and Loretta are afraid of Kenny?  Use information (direct quotations) from the book to support your answer.

E.C.  How old was Max when his father went away?
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Day 9  Chapters 17-18,  pp. 108-121

Vocabulary:

26. kin (103)

27. dysfunctional (109)

28. skittery (115) (adj. form of skitter)

Written Questions  
1. Where do Max and his father stay on Christmas Eve?

2. How is Max treated by his father?  (Give a general answer and then some specific details.)
3. In Chapter 17, Kenny Kane is trying to convince Max that he did not murder Max's mother.  Should Max believe his father?  Why or why not? (Cite specific examples for the book for both sides.)

4. What plans does Kenny have for himself and Max?

5. When Iggy  comes to the apartment, what does he report to Kenny?

6. What does Kenny need from Iggy?
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Day 10  Chapters 19-20, pp. 122-134

Vocabulary:

29. corrosive (132)
Written Questions: 
1. Why do Max and his father leave the "old lady's" place?

2. Does Killer Kane trust Max?  How do you know?

3. After Killer Kane goes upstairs to look around, who tries to free Max in Chapter 19?  Was this person successful?

4. What causes Killer Kane to shift his attention from Loretta to Max?

5. How does Kevin come to Max's rescue?  Explain what Kevin really had in the squirt gun?
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Day 11  Chapters 21-22,  pp. 135-146

Vocabulary:

30. abduction (136)

31. bionic (137)

32. aberration (137)

Written Questions:  
1. What is Max's opinion of Iggy at this time?  What gives him this opinion?
2. How is school different for Freak the Mighty after Christmas vacation?  Give details.

3. Why doesn't Max have to testify in court?

4. What does Grim call Killer Kane?  How does this worry Max?

5. What happens while Kevin is showing Grim how to play 3-D chess?
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Day 12  Chapters 23-25,  pp. 147-160

Vocabulary:

33. telemetry (150)

Written Questions:  
1. What does Max take with him when he walks to the hospital to be near Kevin?

2. Why do you think Kevin keeps telling Max that he is about to have bionic surgery even though he knew the truth?

3. What does Kevin want Max to do with the book of blank pages?

4. Max leaves for the hospital before daybreak the next day.  Why?  Why doesn't that happen?

5. How does Max react to the news of Kevin's death?  Give details.

6. How does Dr. Spivak explain Kevin's fantasy to Max?

7. Why does Max finally start to write the story of Freak the Mighty?

