Second Grade Book Project

Check List
1. _____ My story has a clear plot with a fully developed story line.  There IS a conflict or
               problem that eventually is solved after having at least two complications.  I have made 

               sure that the character learns something and the plot reflects positive values. (I a,b,c)

2. _____ I have included several places where there are examples of "showing" not just telling.  I 

               have also used specific details ("a blue Chevrolet Malibu" vs. "a car") I have used several 

               interests./related facts about my second grader in the text.  (Id, WCd)

3. _____ I have included appropriate, interesting, natural dialogue that actually helps the story 
               develop.  It even reveals characters' emotions.  The dialogue is NOT useless. I have 
               used direct quotations rather than telling the audience that the character spoke. (He said 
               he was angry. vs. "I'm angry," he growled.)  (Ie)

4. _____ I have begun my story with an interesting introduction (a hook). (Oa)

5. _____ I have ended my story with a clever, satisfying conclusion.  I do NOT end with such 
               wording as "Then I woke up."  (Oa)
6. _____ My story moves in a clear understandable order.  My reader won't get lost in too many 

               minor details. (Ob)

7. _____ I have kept my audience (second grader) in mind when I use vocabulary words.  I 

               have used an expressive manner that makes my reader really enjoy the story. (V)

8. _____ I have used lively active verbs, avoiding sentence starters such as "There was," "He 

               was," and "It was." (WCa)

9. _____ I have used some different words besides "said" as tag words. (WCb)

10. ____ I "show not tell" how the character responds to emotional or high points in the story with 

               sensory vocabulary. ("He was sad." vs. "Tears falling, Kevin …"  (WCd)

11. ____ I have control of my sentences, avoiding fragments (unless for effect or in dialogue), run 

               ons, and comma splices. (SFa)

12. ____ I have sentence variety in length and beginnings. I have included examples of sentence 

               composing techniques such as present and past participles, absolutes, and appositives. 
               (SFb)
13. ____ I have used all different levels of dialogue including divided/broken quotes, extended tag 

               lines, and introductory tag lines. (SFc)

14. ____ I have minimal errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. (Ca)

15. ____ Paragraphing is well-done for time, place, and (especially) dialogue shifts.  I do NOT 

               have extremely long paragraphs. I have broken up long sections somehow.  (Cd)
16. ____ I have made sure that all aspects of the presentation criteria have been met. (P)
