Second Grade Book Project

Explanation Sheet
You are going to write and illustrate a book for a second grader.  Our class goal will be to complete the project by the end of May so that the book becomes an end-of-the-year present for that student.  This project will take a long time and will require much effort on your part.  A few of you will interview the same student, but you will write your books independently; the student will receive two books.  Everyone's goal is to interview his or her second grade partner and incorporate as many of those ideas into the plot as possible.  
You should attempt to have a character learn a lesson in your book.  The plot should NOT consist of a student "winning" at the expense of another student.  It should reflect positive (Jewish) values.  Illustrations should also be positive, not portraying a student as a "loser."
In order for this project to be a success, we will follow this step by step procedure:

1.  Discuss the interview process and then interview a second grade partner using an interview 
     form. 

2.  Review 1) the elements of a story, 2) hooks, 3) effective dialogue, and 4) "showing" details. 

3.  Discuss the writing traits expectations and rubric used to evaluate your writing.

4.  Draft a story based on as many details of the interview as you can, limiting the length of the 
     story to 10 double spaced pages.  This draft will be graded using scoring rubric "Draft  #1."  
     (You can decided how to break up pages right now or wait till after Draft #2.  
5.  Revise and edit the stories.  This draft will be graded using scoring rubric "Draft #2." Each time 
     you turn in a draft it will be graded according to its rubric.  You will see the weight of different 
     traits will change.  The weight of each draft on your report card grade will increase as you 
     continue to revise and edit.  
6.  Break up spacing of pages to allow at least five color illustrations.  
7.  Turn in paginated story to make sure that you will not have to redo artwork due to writing errors.  
     This will be considered your "Draft #3." 
8.  Illustrate paginated pages.  Any necessary redone artwork may be cut and taped with new 
     printed page.  
9.  Create on cardstock an illustrated colorful cover with title and author name.  This cover will be 
     laminated.
10.  Create a title page following specific directions with title, author, and publisher name.

11. Create a "Dedication" page following specific directions with a photo and the name of your 
       second grade partner and additional wording.

12. Create an "About the Author" page following specific directions with a photo and additional 
       wording about you, the author.

13. Compile the items in steps 8-11 along with your text and illustrations in a specific order. 
14. Adon Ross will then bind your book and make a stapled copy for you to keep.

15. You will meet with your partner, read him/her your book, and give him/her the book for 
      an end-of-the-year present.
