9043 N. Mohawk Road

Bayside, WI 53217-1743

December 7, 2004

Adriana Trigiani

Random House/Ballantine Books

1745 Broadway
New York, NY 10019 
Dear Ms. Trigiani:

To be honest, your book Lucia, Lucia is not one I would have chosen as a book I would have put on the top of my "to read" list; I became interested through an inquiry by a friend who participates in a reading group.  She showed me your paragraph on page 46: "She fancies herself a Pauline Trigere or a Hattie Carmichael, or a Nettie Rosenstein, a designer of refined elegance and Fifth Avenue style, but we all know that Hilda hasn't picked up a sewing needle since the Great Depression." 

It seemed that the women in her group had wondered if the aforementioned were real people.  She herself was pretty sure, but she asked me because she thought that one name certainly did sound familiar because I had once talked to her about the woman.  You see, Nettie Rosenstein was my grandmother.  (My father changed his last name due to anti-Semitism at the time he was looking for work.)
Of course, I then had to read the book myself, and I am now writing to you as an interested reader.  I am curious what drew you to use her name.  How did you do your research?  Just how much do/did you know about her?  I must say, I am pleased to see such kind words added to her name.  But what made you decide to have her stand out and not the others?  On the first page of your book, you mention "Mamie pink."  Was that referring to her inaugural dress, which my grandmother had designed?  Later you also mention Ilke Chase.  My grandmother and she were friends; I have a photo of the two of them with several other famous women of the time.
Having grown up visiting my grandmother in her offices on Fifth Avenue, I found the fashion references interesting, even though I did not go into the field.  (I am a middle school teacher in a suburb north of Milwaukee.)  In the end, I did enjoy reading your book.
I hope you will have the time to respond to my letter.  I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope for your convenience.  I hope to hear from you soon.  

Sincerely,

Jim Ross

