PLEASE READ CAREFULLY AND SIGN THE ATTACHED SHEET NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2011
Adon Ross's Reading Class
Procedures and Policies
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Welcome ! 

Procedures are a part of life.  We follow procedures for using a dictionary, boarding an airplane, attending a bar or bat mitzvah.  The reason we have procedures is so that people can function in society, knowing the acceptable and efficient way that things are done.  Different cultures have different procedures.  In London, you must look RIGHT first before crossing the street, not left first like in the United States.  In school, procedures simplify your task of succeeding.  There are procedures and there are rules in my classroom.  These rules establish our positive classroom climate and effective learning environment:  1. Show respect for self, others and their property.  2. Take responsibility for all your actions.  3. Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise.  4. Participate appropriately; raise your hand to speak in class.  5. Be positive and courteous.   If you choose to break a rule, expect consequences, beginning with my giving you a warning, increasing to your staying in the classroom during Hafsakah to your staying after school, and ending with your being sent to the office and calling your parents.

Entering the Classroom

Come to class quickly from wherever you have been.  We meet only four days a week; time is precious! Remember to bring all necessary materials with you. That means you have pencil, pens, notebooks, assignments, and, of course, your reading book(s).  You should always have a class novel we are reading and a free reading book.

You will usually know what we are going to do in class because it will follow up work from the day before.  For 
example, if the assignment was to have read Chapter 5, you can expect there might be a quiz or class discussion of Chapter 5.  Often, you will know if there will be a quiz.  If there was assigned written work, we will probably discuss that work.  Therefore, you should always have such work out and ready to be corrected or discussed.
More about Entering the Classroom

On left side of the whiteboard will be a basic outline (agenda) of what we will cover in class for that day.  An assignment will also be written underneath.  When you read the first item on the list, it should signal what materials you need to take out:  your independent reading book, the present novel, and/or the novel-related assignment.  You should never have to ask "What are we doing in class today?"  I expect that you will always have an independent reading book with you.  Not having it will hurt your quarter grade.  (See "General Grading System" below.)
Web Site

Be sure to visit and bookmark my section of the MJDS Web site.  You will find the sections listed below.   While much of my Web site is directed to seventh graders, you will find class information, lesson plans, literature assignments, and links to reading lists.  I suggest you take a tour through each of the sections below to find all that is available to you, especially the Lesson Plans and Grade 6 Literature sections. 
  My Home Page 

· Adon Ross's Lesson Plans
· General Explanations
· Grade 6 Literature Assign.
· Web Links
Assignments  

Many assignments will be due by the next class; some may be due by an assigned future date.   In both cases, leaving an assignment at home is the equivalent to having not completed it. If you do not have an assignment completed, there are consequences.  For a "next class" assignment, your grade will be reduced by ten points (or approximately one full letter grade). Example: 92% becomes 82%; 83% becomes 73%; A becomes B; A- becomes B-, etc.  An assignment that is due in a few days or longer (usually worth more credit) will be reduced by five points (or approximately one-third grade).  Example:  92% becomes 87%; 83% becomes 78%; A becomes A-; A- becomes B+.   If you have not read the assignment, and there is a quiz, you will just take your chances with a score.

What If I Am Absent?  

If you are absent, call my voice mail (after 2:00 P.M.) at 967-7125 for missed work.  You can also email me at jimross@mjds.org or jross@wi.rr.com.  I may even email you with information.  Of course, you can always call a friend if you have questions.  Basically, there is no excuse for not knowing what we did in class.  If you are absent and a handout or text is required to complete the assignment, I will try to email it to you.  If you are not able to get the work, you will receive extra time to get the work completed.   Upon your return, always check the bottom of your hour reading basket to see if handouts or assignments are there for you.  Make up any work and tests as quickly as possible!

General Grading System

I do NOT use a point system.  Every grade is based on percents.  Final quarter grades for my reading classes are generally weighted in a combination of approximately

60-70% Class Novel-Related Assignments (Notebook, Literature Circles), Novel Related Tests or Projects

20-30% Independent Reading and Associated Assignments/Projects

10-20% Class Participation and Preparedness (Discussion and Coming to Class Prepared)
These weights might change each quarter depending on the material covered. This is why the weights now add up to more than 100%.  Within these weighted sections, some assignments or tests might count more than others.   For example, a quiz on a novel would NOT count as much as a test.  Thus, it is very difficult to figure out your exact grade by yourself.  Due to the timing of certain tests or assignments (especially independent reading projects), you might not have a truly accurate sense of your report card grade until near the very end of the quarter.  Of course, by looking at the scores for each assignment or test, you can tell if you are doing well or not.  I will be using the following letter-grading M.J.D.S Schoolmaster Gradebook Mark Table:




93-100=A
92=A-

90-91=B+




83-89  =B
82=B-

80-81=C+





72-79  =C
70-71=C-
68-69=D+





62-67  =D
60-61=D-
Below 60=F

Adon Ross's Expectations for Writing Answers

When you have an assignment that requires written answers, I will always expect you to edit your answers.  In addition I have certain expectations for quality.  To that end, you should keep these expectations in mind (I will explain them in more detail in class.):


1.  Always write neatly.  (You may type answers and tape them into your notebook.)


2.  Always write in complete sentences.


3.  Always include part of the question in the answer.


4.  Always use nouns, not pronouns, when you begin your answer.  (Do NOT first use "he," "she," "they," 

                  etc.  Use a character's name or description like "John" or "the professor.")


5.  Always make an effort to elaborate with details to show you fully understand.


6.  (This is always expected in writing:  Make every effort to edit your answers.)

Independent Reading
During each quarter, you will be responsible for reading more than just the whole-class assigned novels.  I will be challenging you to read other genre (types of literature). Each quarter you will be responsible for reading at least two (or more) additional books.  There will be one additional required genre and one additional genre you will choose from a supplied list.  These additional requirements will involve some form of a written and/or oral assignment or project.  This independent program is explained on a separate sheet.  
Extra Credit Opportunity
There is only one way to help raise your report card grade: reading additional independent reading books (other than those assigned) and then making sure to get a parent signature, filling out a report sheet, and/or conferencing for each extra book with Adon Ross.  This cannot be done on the last three days of the quarter.  Extra credit points will depend on the number of books and quality of this work.
Final Words

It's always good to ask questions in class and ask for help if you don't understand something.  You are only hurting yourself if you don't ask!  You can always come before school or at lunch or at Hafsakah.  You can check my Web site at www.mjds.org if you need some clarification of information or an assignment.  Of course, there's also email.  Don't forget my address jimross@mjds.org  (school) or jross@wi.rr.com (home).  Parents, I find it easier and faster responding to email rather than phone messages.
I know we will have a great 2011-2012 school year!
MAKE SURE YOU HAVE READ THE ABOVE INFORMATION CAREFULLY.  THERE WILL BE A QUIZ ON IT NEXT WEEK!
Read the directions for students and parents below carefully.  This sheet only should be returned to Adon Ross by Wednesday, September 7, 2011.  This is an assignment!  Keep and study the policies and procedures.  Students will be given a multiple choice test on them next week!  
We (I) have read and understood Adon Ross's procedures and policies as discussed in the attached explanation.  We (I) have also discussed these policies with our child.  We (I) will follow these guidelines throughout the 2011-2012 school year.  

Students:  

To show me that you have read and understood this information, you are to send me an email message at jimross@mjds.org from the email address you read most often.  Your message should begin with “Dear Adon Ross” and include the following three items:

1. Your full name (first and last)
2. A sentence that says you are now studying my policies and procedures in order to pass the test on September 14.

3. The pun that is on the homepage of my MJDS Website. 
4. Your birthdate (Example: March 15, 1999)
Parents:

To show me that you have read and understood this information, please sign below and fill in your email information.

Parent(s) signature:  ______________________________
 Date _______________



          ______________________________  Date _______________

Parent(s) email (print very carefully):       ________________________________________________






      ________________________________________________

Parent(s) email (print very neatly):  ________________________________________________






      ________________________________________________
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