Basic Newspaper Vocabulary for Wunsaponna Times Project
1. dateline:  
the city and date of an article written in boldface type at the 




beginning of a newspaper article.  (Today, only the city and 




state/country, if necessary, are included in the dateline.)

2. 5Ws and H:  the questions answered in news articles—who?, what?, 




where?, when?, why?, and how? (Underlined questions 




must be answered.  The when? Does NOT include the 




dateline.  You need wording like last night, yesterday, etc. in 




the article itself.)

3.   lead:

the first sentence of a news article that answers the basic 




5Ws.  It can often be the entire first paragraph.   This 




sentence starts the article at the end of the event.  It is 




actually the last thing that happened.

4.   inverted pyramid:
the method of writing all the important information first 





in a news article and then working your way to the 





least important.  The point is so an editor can cut 





down the article easily, if necessary.

5.    jump: 
the act of continuing an article to another page in the 




newspaper.

6.
cutline/caption:
the words under a photograph that tell what the 





photograph is about.  These are written in sentences.

7.  headline:
the words above an article that give readers an idea of the 
event.  It is bolded, written in sentence form, so it is capitalized like a sentence!  The words the, a, and an are not included in a headline.  It is written in present tense.
