Comparison and Contrast Journal

The words compare means to show how things are the same AND contrast means to show how things are different. Many times we are asked to do the two together, to write a comparison paper. Teachers sometimes ask students to compare two events, two cities, two real people, two characters from different stories, etc.  At times, they really are asking you to compare and contrast.

The first thing you need to do when writing a comparison is to find two related things and say something important about the two things being compared.  For example, the main idea of a comparison between two types of touring bikes might be to tell which bike would be better for a tour your group is planning.  Another example could be to compare two cities in order to tell the reader which one you would rather visit.  A third example could be to compare a movie and a book of the same title to tell the reader which is the better in your opinion.  Or you might be asked to compare to literary characters to show how one is more believable than the other.  This idea of identifying a main idea for your comparison is crucial.  Just showing the similarities and the differences between the two things is not enough for better writers.  You must have a main idea for your writing!

Once a writer decides on the two topics he/she is going to compare, then he/she must choose the important features to compare.  In the past, you may have used a Venn diagram (two interlocking circles) to help organize your ideas.  This chart helps develop your list of important points of comparison between the two things you have in mind.  If you cannot develop a main idea for your comparison, at least generate as many features as you possibly can.

         
     There are three basic methods for organizing a comparison piece: 1) whole-by-whole (subject-by-subject) method in which you discuss the characteristics of one subject and then discuss the characteristics of the other subject, OR 2) part-to-part (feature-by-feature) method in which you compare and contrast the characteristics of each subject, one characteristic at a time, OR 3) likenesses/differences method in which you discuss the likenesses first and then the differences  (or visa versa), listing whichever you want to emphasize last.  Refer to the explanations on the attached sheets.  Also remember the transitions (key words) needed for the different organizational methods.

Now, it is your turn to write.  You need to think of two things you would like to compare and contrast.  Try to come up with a thesis (main idea). Those pieces that do have a thesis will be examples of better writing.   Below are pairs of items you can compare and contrast:
different vacation resorts



summer/winter 


chess/checkers



        downhill skiing/cross-country skiing 


        soccer/football



        television/radio 


        driving/biking 
                                house/apartment 
   

        living in city/country 


        doctor/Iawyer (or other occupations)
                                two specific singers or musical groups


                    two different actors



        two friends or teachers


        being an only child versus having siblings



        being a twin versus a sibling of a different age



        being oldest/youngest in the family
Organizing a Comparison (Compare-Contrast Writing)

I.  Whole-by-Whole Method (Use when points of comparison are broad and obvious.)

Fully present Subject A, then fully present Subject B



First 
  →
Subject A

Obama

Compare by stating all      



Second  →
Subject B

McCain            traits of A.  Then show









all similar traits of B

Example: A contrast between two tennis players Billie Jean King and Chris Evert, to show how personality affects tennis playing styles.
1st paragraph: 
 
Introduction

2nd paragraph:     
 How a hard, aggressive game emphasizing net play is compatible 




 with King's driving personality.  (Transition)

3rd paragraph:

How a flowing, metronomic baseline game emphasizing smooth, yet 




relentless rallies is compatible with Evert's more even, passive 




personality.

4th paragraph:

Conclusion

Example: A contrast between a mutt and a pedigreed dog to give a general view of two different kinds of 


   dogs and end with a choice
1st paragraph:

Introduction

2nd paragraph:

Mutt


details:

     better companion


details:

     looks are unpredictable


details:

     has calmer nerves


        transition:

3rd paragraph:

Pedigreed dog


details:

      specialized


details:

      more predictable looks


details:

      more predictable personality

4th paragraph:

Conclusion

II.  Part-to-Part Method


Present part of Subject A, a part of subject B, another part of Subject A, 

another part of Subject B … (Use when there are many details involved.)



First      →   part of Subject A

Obama's personality



Second →  part of Subject B

McCain's personality



Third     →  part of Subject A

Obama's stand on Iraq



Fourth   →  part of Subject B

McCain's stand on Iraq

Example: A comparison between Egyptian and Israeli armies to show differences on several points.
1st paragraph:  

Introduction

2nd paragraph:
 
Topic: Equipment: 
tanks and planes used by Egypt



                     


tanks and planes used by Israel

3rd paragraph:  

Topic: Personnel: 
fighting capacity of Egyptian soldiers




         


fighting capacity of Israeli soldiers

4th paragraph:  

Topic: Leadership: 
strategies of Egyptian generals




          


strategies of Israeli generals

5th paragraph:

Conclusion

Example: A comparison between bus travel and plane travel to show differences on several points.

1st paragraph:

Introduction

2nd paragraph:

Topic: Price
     

plane tickets cost more than bus




     



pay more with bus travel for food and lodging

3rd paragraph:

Topic: Advantages of each
plane gets there more quickly








bus gives chance to see country

4th paragraph:

Topic: Fears


plane fear of major crashes/heights









bus fewer fears of crashes

5th paragraph:

Conclusion
III. Likeness-Difference Method 

Present all the ways Subject A and B are alike; present all the ways Subject A and B are
            different. (Use when the likenesses or differences are the main point of your piece.)


     First  →     Subject A is like Subject B … 


Obama and McCain 










have similar stands on…










and act alike …..


     Second → Subject A is different from Subject B …
Obama' stand on Iraq 










differs from McCain's 










stand in that …, and they 




(or reverse order)



are personally different 










because …
                   (Notice each paragraph is organized in the same order of details.)

    (Generally speaking, discuss the idea you want to emphasize most …(likenesses or differences)… last)

Example: A comparison between two people to show how, despite superficial appearances, they are really 


    very different people.

1st paragraph: 

Introduction

2nd paragraph: 

Likenesses: 





physical appearance, 





age, 





socio-economic level

3rd paragraph: 

Differences: 





personality, 





lifestyles, 





politics

4th paragraph: 

Conclusion

Example: To show that, in spite of superficial differences, a novel and a TV show are very much alike.
1st paragraph:

Introduction
2nd paragraph:

Differences:





one takes place in England, the other in Hawaii




one is skillfully plotted; the other has holes in the storyline (examples)
3rd paragraph:

Likenesses:





both have intricate plots (examples)




both try to incorporate suspense (examples)
4th paragraph:

Conclusion
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