Expanding, Revising Details 

"Showing, Not Telling"  
The goal of writing with detail is to help the reader experience emotion and suspense through the description process.  There is a strong appeal to all five senses.  Always remember that "showing" words form a picture; "telling" words form an opinion.  For example, if a writer uses the word "ugly," the reader really does not know what the writer really means by that.  The reader begins to form his/her own opinion of what that could mean.  (Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.)  More specific words like "pug-nosed," "bug-eyed," "splotchy," "leathery skin," and "pocked-marked" give the reader more of a visual feel.

General sentences can be turned into detailed writing that "shows" the reader much more.  In fact, you don't even need to tell the reader the general sentence; the details give that information away.  Here are expanded versions.  (You should be able to create a possible general sentence.) **
1. On the floor in the corner rested a bundle of pants and shirts.  The garbage can overflowed with crunched up sheets of paper, newspaper clippings, `and candy wrappers.  The bed looked as if someone had started to strip the sheets and blankets but forgot to finish the job.  A cardboard pizza box with two bug-infested slices was opened on the desk.  The desk lamp was lying on its side, the bulb flickering on its last breath.  
2. I could hear the microwave click and begin its slow and steady hum.  Suddenly, one, then three, then an uncountable number of kernels began to explode in rapid succession.  From far off in the kitchen floated the rich, buttery smell of the popped corn.  I could see the bag quickly transform from a flat package to a plump treat bag bursting with flavor.  My mouth watered as I scurried around for bowls and napkins.

3. That's it.  John has gone too far this time.  If he wasn't older than me, I'd pop him one or two or as many as he needs to shape up.  "Do this, do that" is all I ever hear from him. Every time he's too lazy to make breakfast I have to do it or otherwise he'll beat me up.  When I was younger I remember making scrambled eggs for John four times, just because they weren't warm enough.  "Well," I said to him, "by the time I pour your milk, put your darn salt and pepper on the scrambled eggs, and set your little, stupid table, I think it would be cold.  You don't want to know what happened to me then.  Another time John ….
Just a simple replacement of specific, active verbs can make your writing come alive.  Try to use different words in place of "go (went)," "do," "say," "come," "had," "was," "ask," etc.  Be specific as possible.  Here are some examples:  

Jason went to Chicago.   

Jason traveled to Chicago.

The girls did their dance already.
The girls danced already.

"Hi, guys," said Marc.


"Hi, guys," Marc responded.
The cat came up to me.

The cat slowly crept closer to me.
The clouds had beautiful colors.
The clouds appeared in rainbow colors.
Duane was in the choir.   

Duane sang in the choir.

Marc asked, "What is your name?"
Marc inquired, "What is your name?"

** Possible general sentences:

1. The room was a mess.
2. We decided to make some popcorn.
3. My brother bugs me.  

