August 2011
Dear Parents:

I would like you to know about an important part of my reading program.  Along with whatever novel we may be reading for class, I ask that students carry an independent reading book with them at all times.  My goal is to encourage students to read independently; that is, to read books other than just those I assign in school.  I want them to become life-long readers.  Also, I want them to expand their selection of reading materials; I want them to read books from many different genres (types of books) throughout the year.  A class time each week will be used to accommodate my requirement.  This independent reading program may affect up to 30% of your child’s reading grade, depending on other assignments during the quarter.

At the beginning of each quarter, the students will receive a reading card that lists several genres.  (See the accompanying card.) One category will be “required.”  Every student must select and read at least one example of that type and expect an accompanying assignment (oral presentation along with a poster, diorama, etc.)  Students must also read a book from at least one of the other categories on the card (choice genres).  For that additional book, there may be a written assignment, there may be a book conference or there may be just a parental signature.  
These are the genres for each quarter this year: 

Quarter 1

Quarter 2


  Quarter 3


        Quarter 4
Required: Mystery
Required: Bruce Coville,
  Required: Biography

        Required: Classic

                          
  author-in-residence

Choice: Sports
Choice: Informational

  Choice:   Adventure

        Choice: Sci. Fi.


  Romance

 Short Stories

  
     Award Winner

         Thriller


  Humor

 Animal Story

  
     Drama/Play

          Fantasy

 
  Legend

 Realistic Fiction
 
     Folk, Myth, Fairy Tale
          Other Culture 

I will supply students with reading lists or take them to the library as part of class and direct them to appropriate books.  I ask you, also, to participate in this program by discussing these outside books with your child.  (Of course, you could discuss the class-assigned novel, also!)  You could read the entire book at the same time as you child does, or you could read just a chapter and ask a few questions.  Besides enjoying a book together, it can give you a little extra bonding time. As I noted above, when your child has completed reading the outside reading book, he/she will be expected to complete some form of an activity. You do not need to sign the sheet even though there is a place for a parent signature.  

If your child reads more than the two independent books each quarter, he/she may receive extra credit.  This is when I DO ask that you place your signature in the last column on the card: for any book that is in addition to the two.  Your signature will tell me that you have witnessed his/her reading the book in question.  If there is no signature next to any extra book at the end of the quarter, the student will not receive extra credit for that quarter.  It may be signed later and added to the next quarter's list, though.
Please acknowledge that you have read this letter by signing the front side of the independent reading card (which I will ask of you each quarter).  Thank you for your help.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 967-7125 or email me at jimross@mjds.org.

B'shalom

Adon Ross

