Figures of Speech

Literary Terms
Authors use figures of speech to compare ideas and create strong images.  Figures of speech include, among others, similes, metaphors, and personification.

As you read Tuck Everlasting, you are to do two things:


1.  Make a list of at least two examples of similes, metaphors, and personification. 


     Write each entire sentence on a separate paper.  Label the quote as a simile, 

     metaphor, personification, and include the page number.  You may not use the 

     quotations from this explanation sheet.


2.  Write an original paragraph describing a any person, place, or an object.  Use at  


     least one simile, one metaphor, and one example of personification in your 

     description.  Underline each example.  Remember to start your paragraph with a 

     good topic (introductory) sentence.

Similes
Similes compare two things or ideas by using the words “like” or “as.”  Examples:  Her eyes twinkled like the stars.”  “His brooding eyes were dark as night.”  In Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt uses many vivid similes when she writes.

p. 51

“The table with the drawer that housed the mouse was pushed off, 



also alone, into a far corner, and three armchairs and an elderly 



rocker stood about aimlessly, like strangers at a party, ignoring 



each other.”

p. 103

“It was as if he were entranced and --yes, envious—like a starving 



man looking through a window at a banquet.” 

Metaphors

Metaphors compare two things without using “like” or “as.”  Examples: The mountain range was a wall blocking them from the fertile lands to the south.  The boxer was a true warrior. Natalie Babbitt uses many metaphors to make her writing more colorful.

p. 60

“The sun was dropping fast now, a soft red sliding egg yolk, and 


already to the east there was a darkening to purple.”

p. 111

“The earth, where it was worn bald under the gate, was cracked, 



and hard as rock, a lifeless tan color; and the road was an aisle of 



brilliant velvet dust.”

Personification
Personification is the term given when an author gives an inanimate object a human characteristic.  Examples:  Even the sky wept.  Two giant boulders stood guard at the entrance of the secret cave.

p. 90

“The ceiling swam with bright reflections, and sunlight streamed 



across the dusty, chip-strewn floor.”

p. 120

“Outside, the night seemed poised on tiptoes, waiting, waiting,



 holding its breath for the storm.”
