Literature Circles

General Explanation

Literature Circles are somewhat like adult book groups (clubs) except that I have created jobs for each person each night.
You will be assigned/have been assigned to a certain book and group based on your choice sheet.  You are to divide the book into 10 different nightly reading assignments. (See attached white sheet.)  Each night's reading does not have to be the same, but you also don't want some nights to have very few pages of reading.  Keep in mind that an assignment from Thursday to Monday may certainly be longer than an assignment from Monday to Tuesday.  
After you have read the assigned pages, you have a different job(s), five different jobs in total.  The different jobs are as follows:  Discussion Director, Illustrator, Word Wizard, Literary Luminary, and Connector.  Some jobs are more difficult than others; they require more thought.  Each job is printed on a different color paper.  We will discuss each of the jobs in detail.  You will get to do those jobs every few days.  At some point, each of you will have to do two jobs in one night.  For some nights, your only assignment will be to read. (See attached sheet.)
The reading and assignment for Thursday's class (April 28, 2011) becomes Day 1.  On that day you will share with your group the information from the sheet for assignment.  The next class becomes Day 2, and so on.  You will always be responsible for reading a certain number of pages each day. (See attached sheet.)
During class times, each person will share his work from the night before, and a discussion will be organized by the Discussion Director/Illustrator.   (He/She is the leader for that class.)  The group will end up discussing what they had read the night before, clarifying any confusions, making sure everyone understands what is going on, discussing and keeping a vocabulary list.

Adon Ross will collect the sheets each day at the end of class and grade them on the depth and creativity of questions and reactions and the effort put into the work.  Vocabulary sheets will be returned the next day with one or two words circled.  Each member of the group will need to keep a list of the chosen vocabulary words and their definitions. (See attached sheet.)
Each day, at the end of the class period, the group will make sure that each person knows which pages to read and what job each person has for the next day.  Make sure everyone is clear so there are no duplications of work and, as a result, some missing work.
