Tuck Everlasting Questions
Prologue

1. What are the three events that are mentioned in the prologue?

Chapters 1-4
1.  What does the author mean by a “touch me not” appearance when she

     talks about the Fosters’ cottage? (p. 6, 7)

2. Why did Mae’s husband resent being awakened by his wife?  (What had he been doing?) 
3. What is Mae’s one special object that she never went anywhere without it?
4. On p. 12 the author states, “The Tucks had all looked the same for 87 years.”  What question(s) came to mind when you read that sentence?

5. Why is Winnie considering running away? (What bothers her?)
6. Why do you think Winnie talks to the toad? (This is an opinion, but there should be some thought in your answer.)
7. Describe the stranger.
8. What/Who is the stranger looking for?

9. What did Winnie’s grandmother say after hearing the music coming from the wood?  (What did she call it?  What was so special about it?)
Chapters 5-6
1. To where did Winnie “run away”?  Why did she go there?
2. Who does Winnie meet in the woods?  Describe this person.
3. How old does this person say he is?
4. Who kidnapped Winnie?

5. When the Tucks see the man in the yellow suit, what do they say they are doing?

6. Why doesn’t Winnie ask for help from the man in the yellow suit (TMITYS)?
7. What was unusual about Winnie’s kidnapping?

8. What effect does the music box have on everyone?
Chapters 7-9 
1. Why did the Tucks kidnap Winnie?

2. Who from the Tuck family had drunk from the well?  Who didn’t?
3. What was the first incident that caused the Tucks to think something was peculiar?
4. Discuss other incidents that were peculiar.

5. How did the Tucks’ situation affect their personal lives?  (cause/effect)
6. How did the Tucks come to the conclusion that the water was magical or special?

7. Who knows about the spring?

8. When Mae was explaining the water to Winnie, who was listening?

9. What do you think the person in question #8 is going to do now that he also knows the story?

10.  When (Angus) Tuck says, “The boys say you brung a real honest-to-goodness, natural child,” what do you think he means?
Chapters 10-13
1. In general, how is the Tucks’ house different from Winnie’s house? 
2. Why can’t any of the Tucks stay in one place for a long time?

3. What do the Tucks do so they “can be a family again”?

4. What was different about the way the Tucks ate their dinner?

5. What does Jesse see as ironic when Angus says on p. 58, “I got a feeling that there ain’t a whole lot of time”?  (What is somewhat funny about the line?  Jesse says something right after Angus makes this statement.)
6. To what object does Angus Tuck compare the stages of life and death?  Explain this comparison with details.  
7. Explain how Angus Tuck uses the stuck rowboat to explain the family’s situation?
8. What happened to Tuck’s horse? (Include who was involved in the situation.)
9. What information do the Fosters get in Chapter 13?

10.  Why do you think Chapter 13 is so short?  (This is an opinion question, but there does need to be some thought into your answer.)
Chapters 14-16

1. Why did Winnie experience difficulty sleeping? (There is a lot here!)

2. On p. 71, it says, “ … made her confusion complete.” Why is Winnie having doubts as to whether or not the Tucks are actually criminals? (Again, there is a lot here.)

3. What does Jesse suggest that Winnie Foster do when she is 17?
4. On p. 74, the man in the yellow suit (TMITYS) says, “I’ve got what you want, and you’ve got what I want.”  What is it that each wants?

5. Chapter 15 ends with a one-sided conversation.  Who is doing the talking? Who is supposed to be the other person in the conversation?  What question/request does this person make that the reader gets to know the answer to but not the actual question? (multiple answers)

6. What does TMITYS tell the constable to justify (explain) his delay in reporting the crime right away (“right off)?
7. Why does the constable express surprise when he learns that the Fosters have agreed to sell their land?

8. How does the constable describe TMITYS as they ride together to “bring back the child and the criminals”?

Chapters 17-19

1. What does Miles invite Winnie to do?
2. How is Miles different from Jesse?

3. Why didn’t Miles take his children to the spring to drink?

4. How does Miles feel about living forever?

5. What does Miles want to do with his life?

6. What is the clincher that convinced Winnie that the Tucks were right about wanting to keep the spring a secret?
7. Why didn’t the Tucks have fish for breakfast?

8. Who is the actual person that TMITYS is referring to when he tells the story about his grandmother’s friend?

9. Explain the “clue” that TMITYS used to find out if “the ancient legends” were true.  (How does he know about the Tucks’ secret?)
10.  What did the TMITYS say he would do with the water? (Be complete here.)

11.  What is it that TMITYS plans to have Winnie do?

12.  Explain (elaborate) what happens at the end of Chapter 19.

Chapters 20-23

1. Why do you think the author never gives TMITYS an actual name?  (This is an

    opinion, but your answer should have some thought to it.)
2. What reason did Mae give for hitting TMITYS?
3. Why do you think Tuck might be “envious” of the man on the ground?

4. What did the constable say would be the consequence if the man dies?

5. On p. 104 the author states that “… but Tuck stood staring, and Winnie could 

    guess what he was thinking.”  What does Winnie realize (Did you?) that is said at 

    the end of the chapter?

6. Why did Winnie like her rocking chair despite the fact that she had outgrown it?

7. What did Grandmother say was the reason that Winnie had gone to the Tucks

     house on her own free will?

8. Despite their horror at the recent events, what hope does Winnie’s family secretly

    harbor (secretly want to have happen)?
9. Why is Winnie torn between TMITYS’s dying and not dying?  (What does she see

    as problems for each situation?)
10. What do the warm metal bars of the Fosters’ gate remind Winnie of when she

      went outside?

11. Explain (elaborate) Miles’ plan to get Mae out of jail. 
12. What does Miles give Winnie, and what does he tell her to do?

13. What is Winnie’s plan to allow the Tucks more time to escape?

14.  What is Winnie beginning to think is the real truth about the Tuck family?

Chapters 24-Epilogue

1. What realization did Winnie come to as she left the house?

2. Who was waiting for her at the gate?

3. Explain what the line “Stone walls do not a prison make, nor iron bars a cage.” (p. 123) mean.  [The line comes from the poem "To Althea, from Prison" written by Richard Lovelace (1618-1658).] 
4. What was Miles waiting for when Winnie thought, “What is he waiting for?”  Why was he waiting?
5. On p. 125 Jesse whispers the one word “Remember.”  What is she is supposed to remember?
6. What was it that had “crashed outside” during the night?
7. How did the constable react when he discovered what had happened?
8. Compare the wording at the bottom of p. 130 and then top of p. 131 and the wording at the bottom of p. 3 and then the top of p. 4.  Explain what you see in common. 
9. Why did Winnie pour the bottle of water over the toad?
10.  Many years pass (Can you figure out how many?) before the Tucks return to Treegap.  What is the evidence time has passed? (How has Treegap changed?)

11. On p. 137, the author says that Tuck “had wanted it to be there.”  What was the “it”? Why did he want it to be there?

12.  Explain the irony in Angus Tuck’s statement to Mae that the “Durn fool thing [the toad] must think it’s going to live forever.” (What’s somewhat funny about the line?)
