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	5/18
	24
	How does the author begin the story to engage the reader?  How does the story begin?

The book IQ starts off with a two page conversation (in italics) among several people.  The topic appears to involve a potential killing or kidnapping, which makes you wonder what will happen in the future of the story.  The story, then told in first person by the son of a woman singer, starts off at the wedding in Los Angeles of the boy's mother and another singer, who has a daughter two years older than the narrator.  The couple has produced a record which has gone platinum.  The two children are both very smart. We learn that the title of the book comes from the nickname of the narrator, Quest, who obviously must have a high IQ (Intelligence Quotient).  At this point, where I stopped the parents and the two children are about to embark on a singing tour which begins in Philadelphia.  To get there, the family will take a well-equipped tour bus.  (152 words)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	5/19
	36
	Who/What is the main character?  Describe him/her/it?  What is this character like? Could you be friends with this character?  Why/Why not?

	
	
	The character, Quest, is 13 years old. He "looks like his mom: curly straw-colored hair, green eyes, lanky." He says he thinks he looks like a tall, blond version of Harry Houdini, his idol since he was six years old.  I can tell this character is quite observant because he is able to describe people well and senses their feelings.  He is very intelligent; his nickname is IQ.  Obviously a major age difference would make my being a friend with him difficult, but if I were his age, I could see myself wanting to become a friend.  He seems like a very interesting character.  I admire the fact that he and his now step-sister seem to be getting along quite well.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


