Sample Written Answers


Written answers must follow these guidelines:



1. They must be written in complete sentences.



2. They must include part of the question in the answer.  



3. They must begin with proper nouns/names instead of pronouns like 


    he, she, it or they.



4. They should be elaborated/developed so the reader gets as much 


     information as possible.
Below are a few questions and answers from The City of Ember to give you examples of what you need to do to write a good answer for Tuck Everlasting (or any questions), following Adon Ross's requirements, as discussed in class and written above. 

1. Q:  Why does Doon want to trade jobs with Lina?

    A:  Totally wrong: Because he wanted to be a messenger.



(not a complete thought, starts with a pronoun instead of a 




name (noun), no question in the answer, and incorrect 




answer.)

Very poor: Because he wanted to work near the generator.

      

(not a complete sentence and starts with a pronoun instead of 



a name (noun), no question in answer)

          Poor:        Because Doon wanted to work near the generator.

      


(does begin with a name but isn't a complete sentence,





 no question in the answer)


Still poor: Doon wants to work near the generator.


  
      
(a complete thought but does not have the question in 




the answer)


Good:   Doon wants to trade jobs with Lina so that he can work near the 



  generator in Ember.

      


(complete thought, has the question in the answer, and 




starts with a name

Better:  Doon wants to trade jobs with Lina so that he can work near 



   the generator in Ember.  The generator has been failing, and 

                       he feels he could possibly fix it.

       


(elaborated answer, more information than just the 




basic answer)(There could be other ways of elaborating.)
2. Q.  How does the generator help the city of Ember?
    A.  Totally wrong: Helps the people with supplies.




(not a complete thought, no question in answer, and 





incorrect answer)

          Very poor:  Helps provide electrical power




(not a complete thought, no question in answer)


Poor:
It helps provide electrical power.




(complete thought but no question in answer, and starts 





with a pronoun instead of a noun)


Weak:
The generator helps provide electrical power.




(complete thought, starts with a noun but does not 




include enough of question)

Good:
The generator helps the city of Ember by providing it with 



electrical power.




(complete thought, starts with noun, includes more of 





question--notice difference from above answer)


Better:  In the city of Ember the generator's main purpose is to have 



   electrical power to turn the lights on and off at appointed times to 



   simulate day and night.




(elaborated answer, more than just the basic answer)





(There could be other ways of elaborating.)
3. Q:  Why is the city running out of supplies and breaking down?


    A:  Totally wrong:  Because they wasted everything.




(not a complete thought, starts with a pronoun instead 





of a name (noun), no question in the answer, and 





incorrect answer.)


Very poor: Because they had almost used up all their supplies.





(not a complete thought, starts with a pronoun instead 






of a name (noun), no question in the answer, no support 






for the idea that there was a limited number of 






supplies.)


Poor: 
It is running out of supplies because they had almost used up all their 



supplies.





(complete thought, has part of the question in the 






answer, but uses pronouns instead of nouns in two 






places--Who is "it"?  Who are "they"?)



Good:
The city of Ember is running out of supplies because the citizens 



(people) had almost used up all their supplies.





(complete sentence, has more of question in answer but 






not elaborated--How does the reader know the supplies 






are running out?


Better: The city of Ember is running out of food because the builders said the 



  people must not leave for at least 200 years.





(elaborated a bit, but so much more needs to be added 






for reader to understand the problem fully)


Best: 
 The city of Ember is running out of supplies because the builders, the




 people who created the city, said on page 1 that the people must not 


           leave for at least 200 years, and this is now approximately the year 



 241, 20-40 years after the builders had planned for them to leave.  It 



 could actually be even more years because as it says on page 35, 



 they really don't know what year it is.  It could even be year 250, 50 



years longer than the builders had planned for.  The builders hadn't 



planned on this long a time for the supplies to last.





(fully elaborated answer)
