Creating Special Effects with Tantalizing Titles

1. Possessive-Noun

     Finnegan's Wake (James Joyce); Sophie's Choice  (William Stryon)

2. Article/Adjective-Noun

A Clockwork Orange (Anthony Burgess); Jurassic Park (Michael Crichton)
3. (Article)-Adjective-Adjective-Noun

Another Marvelous Thing (Laurie Colwin); The Romantic Young Lady  (W. Somerset Maugham)
4. Noun-and-Noun

Love and Work, Gwyneth Cravens; Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen

5. (Article)-Noun-of-Noun

Death of a Salesman (Arthur Miller); The Housebreaker of Shady Hill (John Cheever)
6. Noun-for-Noun

A Rose for Emily (William Faulkner); Requiem for a Heavyweight (Rod Serling)
7. Prepositional Phrase

Out of Africa (Isak Dinesen); After All These Years (Susan Isaacs)
8. (Article)-Noun-Prepositional Phrase

Appointment in Samarra (John O'Hara); Catcher in the Rye (J. D. Salinger)
9. Infinitive Phrase

To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee); To Dance with the White Dog (Terry Kay)

10. Adverbial Phrase

     Where the Wild Things Are (Maurice Sendak); When the Fathers Go (Bruce McAllister)
11. The Noun Who...
     The Man Who Melted (Jack Dann); The Cat Who Went into the Closet (Lillian Jackson Braun)
12. A Command

Remember Me (Mary Higgins Clark); Wait Until Dark (Frederick Knott)
Titles Generated by Past Students
His Loving Touch                           
Being Stalked 


December Morning

Scavenger Souls                          
Arctic Sunrise


Don't Forget Us
When I'm Old                             
Reflections of War

Senses of a Storm
Remember This!                        
Message from a Spectator
An Evening to Remember
Inescapable Time                       
The Winter with No Snow

A Family's Civil War                        
Uptight and Scattered

Death Net                                
 The Eyes of Destiny
Golden Betrayal                           
The Pirate Who Stood on the Island

Two Sides of Death

Be clever as you brainstorm.  Use the child's name in the title and remember that the title should not simply be a restatement of the plot.  (Example:  Jake Goes to Disney World)  The title should excite the reader's imagination.

Conventions Reminders:

Capitalization:  Always capitalize the first and last words in title, no matter what words they are.  All the words in between should also be capitalized except for the following: articles ("a," "an," "the");

conjunctions ("and," "but," "or," "yet," "so") and short prepositions five or fewer letters (i.e. "of", "for," "in," "to," "down," "on," "with," etc.  You would capitalize "through," "besides," "underneath," etc.

Spelling: Double check the spelling of all words, especially the child's name.

Possessives: When you show possession, place an apostrophe and an "s" after the last letter of the name (i.e Josh=Josh's).  When the name ends in "s," and there is only one syllable, add 's (Tess=Tess's), but if the name ends with an "s' but is more than one syllable, simply place an apostrophe after the "s" (Moses=Moses').
