What Do Good Readers Do?


Researchers have been able to identify the specific thinking strategies that are used by all proficient readers when interacting with text (written material). These important strategies have unlocked the mystery of how people understand what they read.  These key strategies are essential for students in order to read with meaning:
Set a Purpose for Reading- Good readers think about the reason for their reading what they are reading.  They adjust their reading speed depending on the type of text they are reading (slower for facts, faster for fiction).  They think about what they might want to learn or know after they read.  
Create Visual Images- Good readers make movies in their mind as they read.   They may be able to draw a picture of the setting and/or characters. They can create a wide range of sensory images while they read.  Students who create pictures in their mind while reading are emotionally involved with the story- they may even laugh or cry out loud while reading!
Use Background Knowledge- Good readers activate their schema.  Schema is all of the readers’ relevant prior knowledge, which helps them relate to the story.  Good readers try to make connections with events they have experienced themselves or something else they have read.
Predict/Ask Questions- Proficient readers are always wondering while they read.  They wonder what will happen next or why characters acted the way they did.  Questioning helps a reader focus in on what's important in the text.  They also analyze their predictions.  Were they correct in their prediction(s)?  They think about why they were correct or why they were incorrect.
Make Inferences- Inferring is how readers go beyond what is on the written page.  Good readers can figure out on their own what an author didn’t actually write.  They can figure out what a character may be like based upon an author’s description of their actions. Good readers pick up clues to the story or to the characters as they read.  Readers who infer are able to personalize what they read to build deeper meaning.
Determine Importance- Proficient readers can distinguish between important and unimportant information in the text.  
Summarize & Reflect- Good readers make sense of what they read.  They can quickly tell what happened in their own words, they can tell what they learned from the book, and they can tell someone any new ideas they may have gleaned from their reading.  
Fix It Up- Good readers know when they don't get it.  Proficient readers have a variety of tools to help fix-up their reading when they are struggling.  How to recognize when you don't get it and tools to fix up problems are on the back of this sheet.
