Writing Dialogue

There are different levels of writing dialogue in order to enhance a story:

1. Conversation begins the line:  

"I went to the store," said Ted.

2. Conversation ends the line: 

Ted said, "I went to the store."

3. Conversation is split or divided: 
"I went to the store," said Ted, "and I had a great 

       time."

  
"I went to the store," said Ted.  "I bought two 

                 apples."

4. Tag lines are extended at either end: "I went to the store!" screamed Ted as he ran 

      through the house and up to his room.

  As Ted ran through the house and up to his 

                 bedroom, he screamed, "I went to the store!"

5. Tag lines (signal words) are varied instead of constantly using "said," "asked," etc. 

(Use "300 Ways to Say Said" sheet.)

The key to good dialogue is to use a mixture of all of the above methods.  

Also remember the following:

· Be sure to punctuate, capitalize, and space correctly when writing dialogue.

· Remember that each time a different character talks, you need to start a new paragraph, even if it's only one word.  The narrator is considered to be a character.
· If you begin a sentence with a tag line, the actual words of the speaker go on that same physical line.  Do not separate tag lines from their dialogue
Example:  (Wrong)        As he sat down in the chair, John said,



        "So when is dinner served?"


      (Correct)       As he sat down in the chair, John said, "So when is dinner 

        served?"

· Do not overdo trying to vary the actual signal words; don't make it sound ridiculously obvious.
· Make sure that the signal words you do use are appropriate for the context of the sentence; don't use words that are not appropriate for your audience.
· Extended tag lines add action; they help move the story along.
· Do not include extended tag lines for every line of dialogue.  It gets monotonous.
· Make sure the dialogue is helpful to the story; do not add useless conversation that just takes up space.
· Don't add really long sections of dialogue;  it should not be disproportionately longer than the narration (the story telling) itself.  Balance dialogue with narration.
· If the speaker is apparent, you do NOT always need a tag line, but make sure that you do use tag lines if the speaker's identity is not clear.
· Thoughts of characters are considered dialogue.  They are written as direct quotations.
