Writing Newspaper Articles
The first part of a newspaper article is called the dateline.  The dateline is written in bold letters.  In our newspaper, the dateline will have two parts.  The first part is the city and state/country.  It is written in all capital letters.  It is followed by the date, using normal capitalization.  At the end of the dateline, place a hyphen and then put in one space.  Example:  WHITEFISH BAY, WISCONSIN, February 14, 2011- .  (See the original assignment sheet for other examples.)

The next part is the actual article.  Newspaper articles are written in what is called an inverted pyramid style.  The most basic, important information (Who? What? Where? When?) is written in the first paragraph.  This paragraph is called the lead (pronounced leed).  Additional information (Why? How?) is written in the next paragraphs.  The method of writing serves two purposes:  It is for both the editor and the reader.  If there is no room in the newspaper to fit the whole article, information can be cut off, but the information the reader needs the most is still there.




       Most important information


[image: image1]Least important information

Often that first paragraph, the lead, is written as one long sentence.  Although, there is a dateline with both the date and location of the event, we still write the answers to the basic four questions (Who? What? Where? When?).   The first key to writing a good article is beginning with the very end first.  This means you have to think about the final aspect of the story/event.  In fairy tales, it could be that a prince and his girlfriend were finally married.  It could be that the king was in the hospital being put back together again.  It could be that three blind mice were running around with no tails.  It could be that police have issue charges against a young girl for steal food from a family.  Notice that the tense used is the past tense.  

The next key to writing good articles is the use of details.  Don’t use general information.  Give all your characters specific names, ages, addresses.  Use specific names of places where the event happened.  For example, don’t write “A young boy was hurt at the museum yesterday.”  Write something like “Greg Morris, a five-year-old boy, living at 23 Main Street, fell down the steps and broke five bones at the Hampton Museum here at 5:32 P.M. yesterday.

The article then goes back and tells the story from the beginning.  The last paragraph may be something in the present or in the future.  The final key to good articles is including one or two direct quotations from witnesses.  When asked what he saw, John Frank, age 26, of 345 Kent Ave, stated, “I couldn’t believe it.  He just tripped over his shoelace and fell down the entire flight of stairs.”
