Writing a Torah

The Mitzvah of the Week that we will focus on is Sefer Torah, the writing of a Torah.
This concept comes from a verse in this week’s Torah portion, Parashat Vayelech,
Deuteronomy Chapter 31, Verse 19. In this parasha, we are commanded to learn/teach
Torah. Moses announces that Joshua will soon take over as leader of the Israelites, hands
the laws to the Levites to be placed in the ark, and really “passes the torch" of Jewish
learning to the next generation.

Rambam, a great Jewish commentator, wrote, "Every Jew is commanded to write a
Sefer Torah for his/her own use, even if s/he has inherited a Sefer Torah. 1t is a mitzvah to
write one with his/her own hand, and it is as if s/he has received it for him/herself at
Mount Sinai. If s/he does not know how, s/he should have others write it for
him/her. Anyone who corrects a single letter in a Sefer Torah is credited with writing all
ofit."

While it is true that most people do not grow up to work as a sofer (scribe) and spend
an entire year writing a Torah, we can write a Torah metaphorically by showing that our
actions follow the ideals of the Torah. We treat a Sefer Torah as if it is a human being,
counting it in a minyan, kissing it during the Torah service and burying it when it is
beyond repair. Hopefully this week's mitzvah will remind us to follow the ethics and
values inherent in the Torah and that we were given this great gift to (metaphorically)
write, learn, study and pass on to each generation.
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