
 

 

A Woman Among Heroes 
By Eden G. 

 

Home. So many things can stem from just this one word. Family, love, friends, 

food, shelter, water, peace, happiness, support, to name just a few. But, these are all 

things that many people during the Holocaust didn’t have. Though there were many 

enemies of the Jews, there were many heroes as well. One person in particular stood 

out to me. She risked her home and her life just to give it to others. This is her story. 

Elizabeta Nicopoi was born in 1920, shortly before Hitler came to power and the 

Holocaust started. As she grew up, she began to see the horrible things that were being 

done to Jews around the world. She realized that she needed to put a stop to it, and 

fortunately her opportunity would soon arrive.  

On June 28-29, 1941 a pogrom occurred in her home of Iasi, Romania.  This was 

not the only pogrom of its kind that occurred in Romania. At the time, mass murders 

instituted by Romanian fascists were happening everywhere in the country. Romania 

was in the middle of a war against the Soviet Union, and the largely anti-Semitic dictator 

of Romania, Marshal lon Antonescu, thought that the Jews were just going to sabotage 

the efforts of the Romanians to win the war. As a result of the paranoia and propaganda 

that he spread, anti-Semitism in Romania began to rise.   

Everyone in the city now thought that the Jews were Communists who were 

helping the Soviet Union win the war. Because of this lots of people participated in this 

pogrom, such as Romanian soldiers, police, war veterans, low-level officials, railroad 

workers, and even some of the townsfolk that lived in Iasi at that time. Mobs were 

formed, with lots of people that robbed, killed, and hurt as many Jews as they could 



 

find. These people knew that, since the whole of Romania agreed with the anti-

Semitism that was spreading, they wouldn’t have to account for the horrible things they 

were doing against the Jews. To help the police capture and harm the Jews, as well as 

commit these horrible actions, the mobs also told the police force in Iasi everything that 

they knew about the Jews; including the locations of their homes, families, names, and 

friends.  

A group called the Iron Guard, who were just released from prison, were part of 

the destruction of Jews in Iasi as well. Centering their anger on the Jews, their actions 

festered around the topic of the anti-Semitism that was largely spreading around 

Romania. They forcefully beat Jews with crowbars, stabbed them to death with knives, 

and sometimes, when they felt “merciful,” they shot them point-blank with their guns. 

Even after thousands of Jews were dead, hundreds of people mocked and laughed at 

their dead corpses, turned them over, and just laughed. After the pogrom ended, even 

though they survived it, Jews were only just beginning to experience the terrible things 

that would soon befall them.  

The survivors of the pogrom were soon after taken to police headquarters. There 

were roughly 5,000 Jews that survived this pogrom, out of the 35,460 that originally 

lived there. When they arrived at police headquarters, lots of them were shot, and the 

ones who survived this ordeal moved on to the worst one yet. The concentration camps. 

People of all ages were deported on trains to two cities in Romania: Bessarabia and 

Bukovina, where they were put into concentration camps and separated from their 

families.  Though there were thousands that massacred, harmed, and killed the Jews, 

there were also hundreds that tried to help them. 



 

Elisabeta Nicopoi was one of those hundreds. At the time, she and her family 

worked at a textile factory in Iasi. Many of her co-workers and neighbors were Jewish, 

but she was not. At age 21, she learned of the terrible things that were about to happen 

to the Jews of Iasi, and she ran to warn her co-worker, Marcus Strul, and his family, of 

this terrifying occurrence, and she offered them shelter in the storeroom of her home. 

Along with sheltering his family, she also warned many people who lived down the 

street or close to her home, and offered them shelter as well. In the end, she managed 

to save 20 people by keeping them in her storeroom for two weeks and supplying them 

with food and water.  

Although she was able to save these people in her home, lots of these men were 

still sent to forced labor camps. She still managed to travel to the place where they were 

working, and she brought them all the necessities that they needed; such as food, 

clothes, and water. Sadly, one of the times that she was bringing them food, she was 

caught and arrested by the gendarmerie, which was one of the two national police 

forces of France that were helping the police in Romania when the pogrom occurred.  

Even though she was beaten and detained by them for several days, she did not give 

up hope. She managed to survive these beatings, and lived to tell her magnificent story. 

After the Holocaust, she ended up marrying Marcus, and together they moved to Haifa, 

Israel. She died there in 2013.  

Her story has inspired me in so many ways. She was so young, 21 years old, 

when she decided to put her life on the line just to help save the Jews. By doing this, 

she saved lots of lives, a feat which not many people in the world accomplish today.  



 

Twenty-one year olds today worry about things like, “will I get my college 

degree,” or  “oh shoot, my nail just chipped!” But, when you look at Elisabeta’s life, you 

see that she had much more important values she held close to her heart. 

Through one story, you can see how fortunate we all are to live in a place where 

people aren’t persecuted because of their religion, and even if they are, it isn’t to the 

extent of concentration camps, pogroms, and beatings. It isn’t to the extent of people 

having to risk their lives to save others, similar to them or not. It isn’t to the extent of 

giving up your peaceful life, and risking it to save others. 

Many people today take for granted the things that we have. Shelter, food, a 

loving family, a society in which we can live freely. But we don’t take the time to step 

back and realize that we didn’t always have these luxuries. We didn’t always have the 

ability to go school, or to get water and food 3 times a day. We didn’t always have the 

ability to celebrate Shabbat, or any other holiday. I treasure being able to do all the 

things I love. I treasure that I have a loving family who is alive and healthy. These are 

things that I usually don’t think too much about, but while reading Elizabeta’s story, I 

realized that these are all things that I shouldn’t take for granted, but treasure for the 

rest of my life.  
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