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Fourth graders bring Russia to MJDS
by Avigail Boland and Taliah Lansing

 The fourth grade is  changing how they will present Russia at Folk Fair this  year. “We 
wanted to make learning about Russia more interactive, so instead of  having kids memorize 
scripts  and give a presentation, 
each kid is learning about one 
topic and will present it at their 
booth,” said Gev. Yurkowitz.  
“When you visit Russia this 
year, you will be able to ‘tour 
the land’ and choose what you 
want to learn about.”
 “I can’t wait to tel l 
visitors about Russian money!” 
exclaimed Joe, a fourth grade 
student.  

The fourth graders 
have been making amazing art 

projects to make the room look like Russia. “They made 
permafrost, dioramas of the biomes in Russia, and stain glass 
windows,” said Gev. Yurkowitz. Also, each student is making an 
art project with a partner. Rachel said, “I am really looking forward 
to making onion domes with Hannah.”
 During Folk Fair, each grade learns about what Judaism 
is  like in  its  country. This year, “the fourth graders are learning 
about the Jewish history of Russia and the pogroms,” said Gev. 
Bachar, the fourth grade Jewish Studies teacher. “We have 
learned about some pogroms that I had never heard of before. 
We also learned about the Grand Choral synagogue.”
 Gev. Yurkowitz told us that “in the classroom we will have  
matryoshka dolls (Russian wooden nesting dolls), a platter, 
puppets, a Russian newspaper, food, and a balalayka (a 
triangular musical instrument that is kind of like a guitar).” 
 When you visit the fourth grade classroom you will be 
able to see what Russia is really like!

Folk Fair Edition	



 London’s calling in junior kindergarten

	 “Chip chip cheerio!”  
London called, and junior 
kindergarten is coming! Folk 
Fair is coming up, and 
junior kindergarten is  on a 
roll. When we first entered 
their room we were so 
amazed at all the projects 
and activities  they had 
already done and how 
much they already knew. 
We wanted to get a really 
good look at what the juniors were up to, so we 
asked a few questions. 

When we asked Gev. Wolfe what she 
was excited to teach the kids  about she said 
that she’s  excited to share her enthusiasm 
about learning about a new country with the 
kids. She thought that different parts of 
England would be exciting for different kids. 
We also asked her how she was planning on 
teaching all the information about England to 
her juniors and if they are doing any cool 
projects, and she said “Yes! That’s  all we do 
projects, every day.” She also added that it’s 
important that all 
l e a r n i n g i s 
hands-on, l ike 
reading books, 
m a k i n g a r t , 
watching videos, 
blogging, having 
a tea party and 
making a Peter 
Rabbit Garden. 
She commented 
that she really 
loves hands-on 
projects so that 
k i d s c a n 
remember what 
they learn in their 
own words. 

G e v . 
W o l f e w a s 

extremely surprised about 
how much the students  
a l r e a d y k n e w a b o u t 
England. An important 
question we thought should 
be asked was what they 
were learning and doing 
during class. They are 
learning about London and 
the countryside, the royal 
family and three songs: 
“Here Comes The Sun” by 

The Beatles, “I’m A Little Tea 
Pot” and “The Noble Duke Of York.” 

We wanted to see what the kids 
thought about the project. Our first question 
was, “What do you already know about 
England?” Kenzie answered that she knew 
about Queen Elizabeth, Buckingham Palace, 
Big Ben and what the flag looks like. 

Our second question that we asked 
was, “What have you done so far to learn 
about England?” The juniors told us that they 
had created a garden for Peter Rabbit, made 
posters and pictures, wrote a blog and had a 

tea party.  Maddie 
told us  that it was 
c o o l t o l e a r n  
a b o u t 
“ B u c k i n g h a m 
Palace, and I 
think that there 
are two serious 
guards there.” 
They all said that 
t h e y w e r e 
extremely excited 
and were having 
fun.  
 T h a t ’ s t h e 
scoop on junior 
k indergar ten ’s 
g r e a t E n g l i s h 
a d v e n t u r e s !  

by Aya Vlasoff and Ela Zvi



Editorial

Folk Fair is MJDS at its best!
By Taliah Lansing and Avigail Boland

 One of the many amazing projects  at MJDS is  Folk Fair. Every other year the classrooms 
transform into hot deserts, giant rivers, crazy jungles, and many other places in the world. Each 
grade has  two countries that they switch between every four years. For example, four years ago 
third grade did Thailand, two years ago they did Australia, and this year they are doing Thailand 
again. Students always look forward to learning about their country and are very sad when it is a 
non-Folk Fair year.
 One of the reasons students love Folk Fair is  because of the awesome art projects. In third 
grade we made parasols, and we still have ours! The art projects are ones that the parents will 
never be ashamed to have hanging on their refrigerators. 
 Students also love Folk Fair because they get to immerse themselves in a different country’s 
culture. When learning about your country, you get to become part of their culture. You learn all 
sorts of things about them, what they eat, their homes and even  their language! 
 Another reason why Folk Fair is so great is  because it’s fun. The students love it so much 
because you can learn about different parts of the world, present to friends and families, and learn 
about different things. Some of the best parts of Folk Fair are the food and the costumes. 
 Folk Fair at MJDS is great. The fifth graders are always sad because it is their last year to 
be part of this  project. Middle schoolers often complain to the teachers when only the younger 
students get to participate. “I really miss Folk Fair; it was so much fun!” said Adam Rosler. Our 
advice to younger students  is  that you should enjoy Folk Fair as  much as possible while you are 
part of it.

 The eighth graders are learning about 
different cultures for Folk Fair by individually 
reading books about different countries and 
cultures. “Why would we do this in a Jewish 
school?” I asked. My answer was that the 
teachers wanted to have the whole middle 
school participate in some way in Folk Fair this 
year. Gev. Wright said, “The eighth graders 
picked books that are of interest to them. I 
think that this  is  a really good way for them to 
learn about people whose lives are very 
different from theirs.”
 The eighth graders  are sharing 
information from their books on posters, which 
summarize the books and discuss the 
characters and their cultures. 
 And what is the seventh grade doing? 
We are working on these articles for this 
special edition of The Lion’s Roar. We are 
learning a lot about what the different classes 
are doing, and we hope you are, too.

Seventh and eighth grades join the Folk Fair fun
by Jaxon Katch

The seventh grade Lion’s Roar staff



 Did you know that hello in Swahili is “Habari”? The second graders do because they’re 
studying Kenya. They are learning basic Swahili. Swahili is  spoken in many east African 
countries. 
 The second graders have made many projects. Some of those include a life-size hut, 
paper flamingos, maps of Kenya, bead jewelry, rain sticks, and a little village on a bulletin board. 
They said that the process was fun.
 The second graders are also doing a project where they Skyped with the Kasuku 
community in Kenya. Sixty people there are working to create a Jewish community in Kenya. 
Their synagogue is  made out of wood. Every Saturday they read the Torah out of the chumash. 
They read and speak partly in Hebrew and partly in their language. The leader is a 26 year-old 
named Yehuda. The second graders have Skyped with Yehuda and the children.
 The second graders told us about their other Kenya projects. Leah learned how to “make 
beautiful bead jewelry.” Daniel’s  favorite project was “making the hut.” Noah liked making the 
pink flamingos more than anything else. Gev. Dowling’s favorite project was “making travel 
brochures.” She said this was her favorite project because “it helped the student learn how to 
read and write better; also, it was  a fun process.” The students learned about the country and 
what the Kenyan culture is like.
 They will be presenting information and projects. Be sure to visit Kenya!

Second grade says “Habari” from Kenya
by Alex Kaswan and Zach Sprinkmann



Italy comes to life in senior kindergarten
by Robert Crawford and Joey Ruvin

 Have you ever wanted to visit Rome? Or go to the Leaning Tower of Pisa? If you answered 
yes to either of those questions, then you need to visit senior kindergarten. This year for Folk Fair, 
senior kindergarten will take you on a journey across Italy.
 “We’re studying Italy,” Baylen said. “We are working on the Tower of Pisa right now. It’s 
really fun.”  All of the kids enjoy studying Italy and are excited to present this week.

 Gev. Voras explained,   “The children 
had all of the say in designing the classroom. 
It’s all project-based learning.”
 Some o f the k ids even have 
connections to Italy. “I like Italy because my 
dad’s from there,” Serena  said. That shows that 
Folk Fair is also a chance to learn more about 
where your family comes from.
 All of the projects that senior 
kindergarten did were “controlled” by the kids.

 “We did projects based on what the children 
found most interesting first, and we’re centering our 
study around what they want to know most about,”  
Gev. Voras points out. She told us that with every 
project that they do all of the kids are interested 
and involved.
 Some of these projects  include the Coliseum 
that the kids made out of cups. Also, another 
project is above their cubbies. This  is  a scene of 
Venice with gondolas. The kids also made a small 
model of the volcano, Mount Vesuvius. 
 So if you want to satisfy your need for Italy, 
go visit senior kindergarten during Folk Fair!



Elephants, monkeys and more roam third grade 
by Sara Gendelman and Eden Goldenberg 

Pandas. Pad Thai. Parasols. Oh my! 
Thailand has a variety of cool things, and the 
third graders are going to tell us all about it! 

Thailand was founded in 1238, and its 
current population is 68,281,415. People in 
Thailand use many 
different materials 
t o b u i l d t h e i r 
houses, such as 
“bamboo because 
it is used for stilt 
houses,” explains 
Dylan Gray. For 
clothes, they have 
everything from 
silk to gold. For 
their presentation, 
the third graders 
h a v e g r e a t 
costumes to wear. 
“Buddha wore hats 
that looked like 
l i t t le pyramids,” 
says Dylan. 
 “Sawadi” is  
“hi” in Thai. People in Thailand speak a few 
different languages such as Thai and English. 
“There are some tourists who come to 
Thailand that speak Hebrew as well,” explains 
Gev. Fox.
 The third graders have been working on 
a lot of Thai projects, like building a Thai door 
for their classroom and a stilt house for their 
presentation. Have you ever seen an elephant 
roaming in the streets while on your way to 
school? Well, the children of Thailand have! 
And so have the third graders. In their 
classroom, there is  a big cardboard structure of 
an elephant. Some other animals you may see 
are pandas, monkeys, ocelots, snakes, and 
koalas.  Parasols and lanterns are hung in their 
classroom and in the hallway. Oren explains 
about the sports and activities in Thailand, 
which are ”boxing, ball games, swimming, 

boating, fishing, and playing music with gongs, 
flutes, and drums.” 
 Thailand’s flag is the same color as the 
American flag, red, white, and blue. The red 
stands for nation, the white for the purity of 

Buddhism, and 
the blue for 
monarchy. Livi 
Cayle tells us, 
“The flag was 
a d o p t e d i n 
T h a i l a n d i n 
1917.” 
I n t h e i r 
presentation, 
t h e t h i r d 
g raders a re 
planning to tell 
u s m a n y 
a w e s o m e 
things about 
T h a i l a n d . 
Gavin explains 
t h a t , “ I t i s 
l o c a t e d i n 

Southeast Asia and has stilt houses.” 
Breeanna says, “There are about 4,000 
elephants in Thailand to this day.” And Mara 
tells us, “In Thailand, there are about 2,000 
different kinds of mammals.”  
 “Buddhists represent about 90% of 
Thailand, and Muslims represent the other 
10%,” according to Matthew. “The  houses 
have stilts to keep the houses away from the 
water,” Eitan explains. “Boats  that people travel 
in are called water taxis,” says Hannah.
	 Some of the projects that they have 
worked on include the map and flag of 
Thailand, stilt houses, butterflies, a flower river, 
and parasols. Onica explains, “Many people in 
Thailand make these beautiful umbrellas that 
are used not for rain, but for sun.” 
	 Thailand sure sounds  awesome! “La-
gon!” Goodbye! 



This  year the sixth graders are in 
ancient Egypt; actually, they are learning about 
ancient Egypt. They are making temples out of 
sugar cubes, duplicating Egyptian work of arts, 
and even mummifying chickens! “I made a 
sugar cube pyramid of Giza and studied Egypt 
and the Egyptian gods,” said Amalia. Eli  said 
his favorite part was “the sugar cube 
sculptures, I like building them.” 

The creations the sixth graders are 
making are being put around the school so 
they can be observed. They are also reading a 
book called The Golden Goblet about Egypt's 
pyramids. This helped the sixth graders 
understand more about what ancient Egypt 
was like. They are  making posters of Egypt's 
pyramids, too! 

“The main reason sixth grade is 
studying ancient Egypt is because, according 
to Wisconsin State Standards, sixth graders 
throughout the entire state are to study ancient 

civilizations.  The content we cover is 
ubiquitous to all sixth grade classrooms, but 
the manner in which we explore it is unique to 
our environment,” says Adon Kaufman. 
  “The sixth grade has been studying 
ancient Egypt since approximately November 
2015.  Their study has allowed us to examine 
mummies, the mummification process, social 
classes, ancient structures, writing styles, and 
major gods,” Adon Kaufman said.

“Like all events in years  past, it is 
important to study what previously happened 
so as to learn from mistakes and avoid 
repeating what was already done.  If we do not 
study ancient Egypt, we miss out on the 
history of the written word, the popularization 
of polytheism, the commercialization of 
slavery, and a large piece of Jewish history,” 
explained Adon Kaufman.

Sixth grade goes back in time to Ancient Egypt
by Adam Rosler

 The fifth graders have been studying India for the last seven weeks for Folk Fair. We 
interviewed Gev. Gleischman, who is leading them on their projects. Although this  is her first year 
studying India, she has studied Norway, Brazil, Thailand and Australia with different grades.
 We asked her what different projects the class has been doing. She explained that they are 
making wax pictures, drawing the national bird, which is the peacock, and creating mandalas, 
which are drawings of fancy circular patterns that 
are geometric and represent the circle of life. 
 “The students learned that a man from 
India created the concept of zero and that India 
is four thousand years old,” said Gev. 
Gleischman. We also found out that each 
student was learning about something they like.
 The students in the fifth grade class had 
a lot of things to say about India, so we had to 
just pick a few. “It is the second largest country 
in population after China,” said Ezra. Noah  
explained, ”There is a movie industry called 
Bollywood, the Hollywood of India.”  
 So according to all the information that 
we learned, India is a pretty interesting country.

India on display in fifth grade classroom
by Gabe Richheimer and Charlie Silverman 
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This  year, the first grade is studying a very 
interesting and amazing country, Brazil. They have 
done lots of hard work on beautiful projects. We first 
interviewed Gev. Damico. “This year we have lots of 
art projects, videos, dancing, a sports presentation, 
and more. I chose this  country because there are 
many fun things to make and do related to the 
country, and it fits the age group perfectly. The kids 
had a lot of fun,” she said.

“This  year what we did differently is that we 
are incorporating more technology through video 
and did projects  on Pic Collage. Something special 
this  year about Folk Fair is that  the class  and I went 
to the Milwaukee Wave game, met Brazilian soccer 
players and asked them questions. We listened to 
them about life in Brazil and took pictures with 
them.” She went on,  “My students and I had come 
across a problem which was that they had to follow 
a lot of instructions, and that the students had a 
really hard time finding the information and writing 
reports.” So talking to the soccer players really 
helped with that issue.
 Then we asked first grader Leah what she did 
while studying Brazil. “I had to make an oral 

presentation about a Brazilian animal and 
soccer player, learn a dance, do research, 
cut a city out of paper, and make a paper 
macaw and a craft mask for the Brazilian 
carnival,” she said. 
 The first graders learned a lot, and we 
are expecting great presentations about 
the wonderful country of Brazil.

Soccer players help first grade study Brazil
by Danny Azimov and Jordan Biller
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