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It's hard to believe we are nearng the one-year mark since COVID forced us to close
the doors of MJDS and log on fo Zoom. Since then we have shared victories, setbacks,
laughiter, tears and lots and lots of hand sanitzer. Thanks to the continued support from
everyons in our MJDS community, we are progressing through the final weelks of winter
and continue to offer structure for our students, providing o consistent, daily spoce for
their educational, emaotional and Jewish growth.

| am proud of the flexibility and commitment of our families, students and staff, this
year more than ever. As many schools in the area and across the country struggled to
open, or remain open, MJDS hos provided o steady option of inperson lkearning thonks
to consstent mitigation strategies: filing out a daily health screensr weanng a mask,
haond sanitzing, social dstancing, HEPA air filtration and cohorting.

In addition to benefiting our curent families, our safe practices are boosting our public
image ond attracting new Jewish families. MJDS wos featured on WTMETV in o stony
that focused on private schools seeing o bump in enrolliment os parents looked for
learning options. | am excited that we have welcomed new families in every grade this
school year and five new students since the start of the calendar year.

Our students contfinue to live our core values of wonder, empaoathy and fikkun olam.
Every day | am inspired by their resilience, inteligence ond kindness. The junior
kindergarten student who offers to guide a new student as they learn their way around:
the fifth grade class who organzes and promotes vitual fundraisers fo benefit local
non-profits; the seventh grade students who collaborate with second graders and
make them feel important as valued, young members of the MJDS family.

This year would not be possible without your support. Please know evenything you do is
making a signific ant impact in the ives of MJDS students and staff.

Brerachah,
Aaron Lippman
Head of Schoaol
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Younger students are empowered by the
expernence. “It's exciting to talk to clder students, it
made me feel important,” said Mia. Her classmate
Sadie considered the potential of being featured
in o book, “This & going to be published, we could
become fomous.”
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The Jewish Agency for lsrael's Partnership? Gether
program connects lsraeli cities with Jewish
communities around the world, creating o network
of support, fiendship ond understanding. MJDS
first and second grade students are partnersd
with students at mul Gilead in the Sovev Kinneret
region in roel They have exchonged letters and
slideshows, sharng what school looks like in the
winter and how different it looks in the summer.
The lsrael students loved seeing pictures of the
snow and Milwaukee students enjoyed pictures of
chickens in the classrooml
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The students speak different languages, but they all
understand Zoom, wearing masks and balancing
in-person with virtual leaming during COVID. “We're

likke pencils and they're like pens,” exploined Caleb
(second grade ). "We're two different things but we
do the same shuff.”



Twin alumni Daoniel and Josh Herz were part of the
founding class at MJDS - the first cohort o attend from
kindergarten through eighth grade. A “surprise” to
parents with three older children in high school and
college, gving Doniel and Josh a Jewish educaotion
wias a new opportunity for their family. While their closs

may have started in the attic of Temple Emanw-El, both
agree that they have camed their MJDS expene nce
with them in countless ways.

Daniel says “Maore than anything, | remember the
combination of canng, love, and the Jewish education
that waos given to us. It waos this magical environment...
It felt almost, in away, like we were in a lithe kibbutzin
eary |srael.”

“COwer time, whaot became the most valuable piece

of my MJDS education, was l2arning to challenge
everything. That was the way we studied, the way we
were taught. | cannot think of anything more valuable
as I've evolved in my life. | leamed the desire to roo
out what is and not to accept things ot face value.”

oday, Daniel runs Falcon Minerals in Manhattan, o
public energy company that frades on the NASDAG.
More important, though, he says, is his involvement
in his local Jewish community, where he serves as o
boord member of the Jewish Federation of Naorthern
Mew Jersey as well as his synagogue. | hope students
know their time at MJIDS is a great time to begin to
think about your impact. My success in business has
been driven by that constant need to question, prod,
and push. MJDS gives you the opportunity to lead.”
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Josh i standing in the fop row, far right; Daniel B seated in the

bottom row, for right.
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Both brothers proudly recall their invobve ment in

the creation of the first basketiall team at MJIDS.
Josh explains “there weren't any sports at MJDS.

S0 Gev. Shneidman challenged us to develop

d sports program. We leamed how o use the
computer and took a poll.” Josh reflects, “We
started the MJDS baskethall team. They gove ws an
opportunity to lead and create something special.”

Josh says, “The school kept responding aond growing
based onwhat students needed. | fellin love with
Jewish values and tikkun olam. One of the keys to
hoppiness is being oble to help other people.”

Josh is the President of Associoted Insurance and
Risk Management Advisors based out of Chicago,
one the largest privately held insurance brokerage
firrns in the country. Like Doniel, Josh remains

active in his local Jewish community, serving on the
executive board for the Jewish United Fund/Jewish
Federation of Metropoliton Chicago. In addition, he
started the nonprofit, For the Fallen, which benefits
families of military members who were kiled or
severely wounded in Afghanistan.

“All of it started at MJDS," Josh says. “l hope the
MJIDS parents realze that [sending your child to
MJIDS) is o gift you are giving them. You are planting
the seeds of a Jewish education and values that will
hopefully remain with them for life.”
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Milwaukes Jawish Doy 3chool doas mot discrimirate on the basis of race, color gender exprassion, sexual crigntation, nationalf
athric origin or ancastry in the odministration of the school's educational policies, odmissiors policies, emplayment policies,
fironcial aid prograrms orether schookadrminifeed programs.

Our school is better when we are together!
Thank you for helping vs safely keep the doors open.
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