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CHAVERIM

Where academic excellence and Jewish values prepare children for a lifetime
of success, leadership and engagement with the world.

LETTER FROM THE HEAD OF
SCHOOL
For many years, MJDS shared updates and
school events through a regular newsletter,
Chaverim. We are excited to re-introduce
Chaverim to you on a quarterly basis and hope
you enjoy reading about MJDS today and the
many ways we are growing stronger, everyday.
Over the last few years, staff and students worked together
to identify three core values that define who we are: Wonder,
Empathy and Tikkun Olam, and infused these values into every
aspect of our school. In living these values, every student and
adult is challenged to move from me to we throughout their
MJDS journey. From how we teach and learn to the ways we try
to improve the world around us, we are changing the future of
Milwaukee.
Our student-owned culture of learning prepares students for the
world they will inherit, focusing on collaborative learning, finding
and solving problems and taking daily risks, knowing that failing
sets us up for deeper and more meaningful feedback and, ultimately, accelerated growth, as the Jewish leaders of the future.
At MJDS, our learning is supported by a set of belief statements
that guide us forward. Some of those statements include:
•We believe in curiosity and awareness of the world around us.
•We believe that growth requires risk and FAILure.
•We believe in assuming the best of all people.
Thank you for engaging with us and please know that we would
love to have you visit us.
Bivrachah,
Aaron Lippman
MJDS Head of School
JOIN US AT THESE

UPCOMING EVENTS
MJDS Purim Carnival
March 21, 2019 | 2 p.m.
MJDS ED Talk
May 21, 2019 | 6:30 p.m.
MJDS Graduation - Congregation Beth Israel Ner Tamid
June 6, 2019 | 7 p.m.
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MJDS LAUNCHES
3K PROGRAM
Starting in the 2019-20 school
year, MJDS will offer a full-day
three-year old kindergarten
(3K) program.
We are thrilled to have Karee
Bilsky, a seasoned early
childhood professional and
MJDS parent, leading the
launch of this new program.
Over the past 20 years, she
has also served in a leadership
capacity at a variety of
educational organizations.
Through high-quality
relationships with educators,
your child will experience a
heightened sense of wonder
and awe of the world around
them. MJDS incorporates an
innovative and individualized
curriculum so young children
are empowered to own
their learning, setting a solid
foundation for growth and
development.
More information on the new
3K program is available at
mjds.org/3k.

HUMANS OF MJDS
Modeled after the well-known “Humans of New York”
photoblog, students in Gev. Petrova’s fifth grade
English language arts class created “Humans of
MJDS.”
To prepare for their biography writing unit, students
interviewed MJDS teachers to learn about their
heritage, their families and the things that they enjoy
doing outside of school. Below, student Daniel
Yudkovitch profiles long-time MJDS Hebrew teacher,
Aimee Bachar.

reJEWvenation at MJDS
Every day at the beginning of Rabbi Barolsky’s
class, fifth grade students answer some warm-up
questions, which are intended to get them thinking
about all different topics.
This is a small selection of questions, with student
answers:
Why doesn’t God respond to all of our requests/
prayers?
I disagree with that because I think he does
respond. Well, he might not give us exactly what
we want, but he did give you a good life and you
should be grateful for what you have.
Shabbat is the day of rest. Why do we pray more
than usual that day of the week?
Because praying is a peaceful thing to do;
everyone’s quiet and you get to close your eyes
and relax and talk to God.
What do you think is the most important part of
being Jewish?
•PRAYING!
•The most important part of being Jewish is
BELIEVING that you are Jewish
•Believing in God!

Gev. Bachar’s favorite quote is, “know from where
you come, and you will know where to go.” This shows
Gev. Bachar is an explorer. Gev. Bachar was born in
Milwaukee. She loves dogs (a lot more than you
would think!) She loves playing Mahjong and
Jazzercise. Her family members are Elie, Lee’at, Mike,
Danielle, Jay, Elan, and her dog, Louisa.
In 1980, she made aliyah to Israel. Her job there was a
foreign currency exchange dealer at the Government
Bank of Israel. That was a mouth-full! She has been to
many places including Holland, and more. When she
moved back to the USA, she wanted to work at a
Jewish school because it reminded her of being in
Israel. In 1985, she started working as a Hebrew
teacher at MJDS and is still here. I think that is super
cool. She has been at MJDS for 34 years!
When I asked her why she is still at MJDS she told me
because she loves the community and, “it’s like a
family at MJDS.” One word that always inspires her is
the word “”סבלנות, which means patience in Hebrew.
She likes this word because it makes her stop and
think.
To this day, she is still at MJDS and is still a Hebrew
teacher!
( הסוףThe end!)

MJDS MAZAL TOVS
Mazal tov to alumna Elana Porat and Jake Elkins-Ryan on
the birth of their daughter Sivan Amira Porat Ryan.
Mazal tov to MJDS alumna Rhea Stark, who won a Rhodes
Scholarship, allowing her to study Islamic art and archaeology at the University of Oxford next year.

Mazal tov to MJDS alumna Haley Carneol on her marriage
to Oliver Lerner. Best wishes also to proud parents Sue and
Allan Carneol.
Mazal tov to MJDS alumnus Max Gleischman and his wife
Rachel on the birth of their daughter. Mazal tov, too, to
proud grandparents and staff emerita Anne and Mark Gleischman.

MJDS DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT
This 2018-19 school year, the MJDS Development Department began hosting a
series of small group gatherings called Parlor Conversations. This is an opportunity
to participate in meaningful conversations about the accomplishments, plans
and vision of Milwaukee Jewish Day School. The goal of these discussions is threefold: to create community ambassadors who can speak confidently with friends
and colleagues about the school, to increase enthusiasm for making contributions
to the annual fund, and to help identify new families and friends to invite to future
discussions.
Hosted in the homes of Cathy and Arnie Peltz and Jodi and Dan Sinykin, these
warm and welcoming gatherings of the “MJDS family” took place in November
and January with a third Parlor Conversation planned for March.

MJDS Director of
Development
Sharon Saxelby

Head of School Aaron Lippman delivered opening remarks and former Head of School Brian King
provided context for MJDS’ journey from the recent past to the present with glimpses of the future.
An overarching theme of innovative and student-owned learning rang clear as attendees shared
their own thoughts and experiences. Questions were also posed to direct the conversation on how
MJDS would be known in future years.
The Development Committee of the Board was instrumental in working with MJDS Development
Director Sharon Saxelby to make the concept of Parlor Conversations a reality. Many thanks to
Committee Chair, Michael Hart, and Committee Members, Graham Hoffman, Brian King, Cathy Peltz,
and Yoni Zvi. Sharon commented, “From working with the leaders of the Development Committee,
to hearing the stories of how families recruited their friends to the school, it is clear that Milwaukee
Jewish Day School is much more than a place where children learn. The MJDS community is like
extended family.”
If you would like to learn more or join the next Parlor Conversation in March, please contact Sharon
Saxelby at ssaxelby@mjds.org or 414-967-8312.

MAKE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE ANNUAL FUND
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CONNECT WITH MJDS
ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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