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Dear MJDS Friends and Family,

Our 40th year is ending in spectacular fashion. Students in eighth grade are 
eagerly anticipating their trip to Israel, our gala celebration brought together 
generations of our MJDS community and our school once again successfully 
navigated the pandemic. At MJDS, I am excited to share that the future looks 
bright!

After a two-year delay, courtesy of COVID, we were able to gather in April 
to support our school at the Bright Futures Gala and recognize Susan A. 
Lubar with the Tikkun Olam Award. Susan has improved the lives of countless 
educators as president and founder of Growing Minds and has impacted the 
Milwaukee community as an entrepreneur, innovator and nonprofit leader. 

Thanks to the generosity of our community, MJDS raised over $250,000 for 
the Affordable Customized Tuition (ACT) program. At MJDS we believe every 
student deserves an exceptional education and our ACT program helps 
make it happen.

Our future also looks promising, thanks to our amazing students. Eighth grade 
students participated in an annual Fleet Reserve essay contest to promote 
patriotism among the youth of America. Read more about these impressive 
young people on page two.

Much attention has been paid to the challenges of the past two years. As the 
school year comes to an end, we are excited to focus on what lies ahead. 
Our staff’s ongoing professional development continues to strengthen our 
social, emotional and academic impact on student growth. Our community 
continues to live our core values of empathy, wonder and tikkun olam every 
day. Our future looks bright because we are deeply committed to meeting 
our mission each and every day.

Bivrachah,
Aaron Lippman
Head of School
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Mazal tov to the MJDS Class of 2022!
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Why MJDS 
Means So Much
As the committee planned the Bright  
Futures Gala, it was essential that the heart 
of MJDS, the students, had an opportunity to 
shine. The Schmooze News team was ready for 
this assignment and reported from the scene at 
Saint Kate, interviewing guests as they arrived.

Schmooze News was created in the spring of 
2020, during quarantine by a group of eighth 
grade students seeking to maintain 
connections. The legacy continues and the 
2021-22 team was more than up to the task of 
asking gala patrons why it was important to 
them to support MJDS. Responses were moving 
and enlightening:

“It provides such a wonderful education to  
students and I love watching them thrive, 
learning to be the best people they can be,” 
Wendy Cohen (MJDS music teacher).

“I love that everyone is there for each other 
and everyone [shows support] for Israel and the 
Jews,” Joan Lubar (board chair,  
Milwaukee Jewish Federation).

“There’s opportunity to really get to know 
people… I know a lot of people by their first 
name. I have friends at other schools and they 
don’t have a close knit community,” Brian 
DeNeve (MJDS parent).

“My favorite thing about MJDS is the  
hachnasat orchim (welcoming all guests). 
Everyone feels welcome and part of the 
community,” Toni Davison Levenberg (MJDS 
parent).

“Our daughter is a graduate and [MJDS] gave 
her so much time and space to grow into a fine 
young woman, to be cared about and 
challenged. It added so much to our family by 
helping Rachel develop her Jewish identity,” 
Elizabeth and Jim Neubauer (MJDS alum 
parents). 

“I’m the director of the Jewish Museum so we 
love to teach about Judaism, Jewish culture 
and art. It all starts with schooling, so we’re 
proud to support MJDS,” Patti 
Sherman-Cisler (executive director, Jewish 
Museum Milwaukee).

View all of the Schmooze News interviews on 
the MJDS YouTube channel.

At the beginning of the school year, second 
grade teacher Karin Damico initiated a plan to 
raise funds for local charities. Staff were asked 
to donate $1 per week and receive a weekly 
“dress down” day. She hoped to collect $1,500.

Each month, a different grade got involved, 
chosing the non-profit to receive the donations. 
Some classes took things to the next level and 
organized additional online donations, book 
drives, collections during car lines and more. 
Recipients included Children’s Hospital, the 
Jewish Food Pantry, Trees for Israel, St. Ben’s and 
more. To date, the MJDS community has raised 
over $7,000 and 1,000 books!

MJDS Lion Pride
 
The Fleet Reserve Association, representing all 
enlisted personnel in the Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Coast Guard, sponsors an annual essay 
contest to promote patriotism among the 
youth of America. This year, eighth grade 
students Leehee I., Eloisa S. and Maya F. 
placed first, second and third out of 
193 entries and Leehee’s paper went on to win 
second place in the national competition! 

There are two new automated external 
defibrillators (AEDs) in the halls of MJDS thanks 
to a generous donation. AEDs are used to help 
those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest by 
analyzing the heart’s rhythm and if necessary, 
delivering an electrical shock, or 
defibrillation, to help the heart re-establish an 
effective rhythm.

Project ADAM (Automate Defibrillators in 
Adam’s Memory) began in 1999 after the 
sudden cardiac arrest of MJDS alum Adam  
Lemel, z”l, in Whitefish Bay. His parents 
collaborated with Children’s Hospital of  
Wisconsin to create the program in his memory. 

The MJDS health and safety team has set a 
goal to be recognized as a Heart Safe School. 
Project ADAM affiliate sites will work with the 
school to establish a plan to respond to sudden 
cardiac arrest. An emergency response team is 
training to fulfill the requirements and the 
installation of the AEDs brings this aspiration 
one step closer.

Becoming a 
Heart Safe School


