
 
Repairing Together thanks you for agreeing to be a part of repairing our communities by 
helping students understand that there are different perspectives of history.  
 
Our four goals are:  
 

1. To have students relate & be proud of how they celebrate a Thanksgiving Day 
that is unique to their family and culture. 

2. To share their understanding of how our American Thanksgiving Day was 
established. 

3. To begin awareness that there are several historically based events that started 
our current Thanksgiving Day. 

4. To process and share their reactions to historical realities they learned at the end 
of our shared experiences. 

 
Our student experience is divided into 3 parts; 1)  introduction 2) Challenge 3) 
Reconciliation.  
 
Each part will take approximately thirty minutes of class time for a total of 90 minutes. 
You can choose to engage in one part, two parts or all three given we do not know the 
restrictions of your time with students. We designed the experience as a stand alone for 
each part should you only have time for one session with our engagement. Our goals 
will shift accordingly as noticed at the end the Introduction, Challenge and 
Reconciliation.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 
Step 1  
 
- Motivate students to share their experiences: Begin with a classroom share of your 
(instructors) experience of Thanksgiving practices unique to the family and provide 
examples of specific cultural foods and/or traditions. This could include where people go 
during the Thanksgiving Day, types of foods, expectations of activities that are done 
during the day and/or evening. Who does the cooking, cleaning, who engages in what 
activity...  
 
-  Engage students to volunteer an example of what they and their family does that is unique to 
their culture and family. Get 3 to four students to speak. 
 
- Divide the classroom into randomized groups of two to three people. Once in the small groups, 
have the students share their experiences and traditions unique to their family and culture.  
 
- After engaging the groups with their assignment for 7- 12 minutes, ask for someone to speak 
to the class on behalf of their group and have that person share what was learned that was 
surprising, or sounded the same as the student speaker experiences.  



 
- You, the instructor, summarize the engagement by reviewing some common traits that had 
been shared, and highlight some of the differences that had been heard. 
 
- Assemble the class back to its large group setting.  
 
 
Step 2 
 
- Now that the large group setting is in place, ask the students if they know the origin story of 
Thanksgiving. Allow for three to four engagements, and then share this video with the class. 
The video is 3:11 in length. If video is not possible, please have them read the article provided. 
 
The Story of Thanksgiving 
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OR 
 
Give students the Thanksgiving word scramble attached. Have them spend about 5 minutes on 
the work. If time allows or during their search, ask what a word means to them.  
 
- After the video or word scramble, ask the students if the representation they just experienced 
is consistent with what they know of Thanksgiving. Then ask for their earliest memory of 
learning the origin story of Thanksgiving.  
 
 
The completion of steps 1 & 2 addresses our 1st two goals: 

1. To have students relate how they proudly celebrate Thanksgiving Day that is unique to 
their family and culture.  

2. To share their understanding of how our American Thanksgiving Day was established. 
 
APPROXIMATE CLASS TIME  30 minutes.  
 

 

 

The Story of Thanksgiving 
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CHALLENGE 
 
Our "Challenge" section is designed to address our third and fouth goals: 
 
3) To begin awareness that there are several historically based events that started our current 
Thanksgiving Day. 
 
4) To process and share their reactions to historical realities they learned at the end of our 
shared experiences. 
 
Step 1  
 
Break the students up into randomized groups of two to three. Hand out this list of names to 
each classroom student, you can copy and past this to a piece of paper for each:  
 
Wampanoag  
Pequot  
Pilgrim  
Mayflower  
First Thanksgiving  
Mystic Fort  
George Washington  
Plymouth Rock  
Abraham Lincoln  
William Bradford  
Massasoit  
Sachem  
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
Step 2 
 
Let the students know that hearing and having some understanding of the words will help them 
with the two videos about to be shared. Read the vocabulary words with the definitions. Ask 
them to circle each word as they hear them in the two videos. Let them know they may not hear 
every term.  
 
Wampanoag - Native American tribe of New England that greeted and helped the Pilgrims. Also 
known as “Eastern People” or “People of the First Light.” 
Pequot - Native American Nation that call themselves "Fox People" 
Pilgrim - religious separatist from England 
Mayflower - a wooden English merchant sailing ship with 3 masts known as a carrack. Took 
pilgrims from England to Plymouth Rock 
First Thanksgiving - Meal held between Pilgrims & Wampanoag in 1621 (Harvest festival) OR 
1637, 1st declared Thanksgiving Day (May 27, 1637) to celebrate the massacre of over 700 
Pequot people at Mystic Fort 
Mystic Fort - Historical site of the Pequot massacre of 1637, Mystic River, Connecticut  
George Washington - 1st President of the United States, 1st Thanksgiving Proclamation of 
1789 
Plymouth Rock - landing place of the Pilgrims in what we now call New England  



Abraham Lincoln - 16th President of the United States that declared on October 3, 1863 that 
Thanksgiving will be a official holiday on the last Thursday of November  
William Bradford - Governor of Plymouth- Massachusettes Bay, declared a day of 
Thanksgiving foe day after the massacre of Pequot people at Mystic Fort, 1637 
Massasoit - Chief or Sachem (leader) of the Wampanoags  
Sachem - the leader or chief of the Wampanoags 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt - 32nd president of the United States, declared in 1939 that the 
third & later the fourth Thursday in the month of November be the official day of Thanksgiving as 
a national holiday  
1621, 1637, 1789, 1863, 1939 
 
 
Step 3  
 
Show these two videos on the history of Thanksgiving: 
 
1) Video One (4:14)  
Smoke Signals - Why the Story of Thanksgiving is a Lie 
 

 
A) Ask the groups to write down three things they learned from the video, Give them 5-7 
minutes to come up with answers within their groups. Ask them to be ready to share their 
thoughts as shared within the groups.  
B) Let the students know you will be looking for a reaction from the entire class after watching 
the ext video. 
 
2) Video Two (1:44) 
 
Native American Girls Describe the REAL History Behind Thanksgiving | Teen Vogue 
 

 
A) Ask the entire class to share any thoughts, emotions and intellectual insights into what they 
have seen after seeing the two videos together - as time allows. 
B) Let them know you'll be looking for questions from them when we meet for our third and last 
session. 
 
OR 
 

 

 
 

Smoke Signals - Why the 
Story of Thank... 

 

 
 

Native American Girls 
Describe the REAL... 
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Should you not be able to access the videos for your class, please have them read this 
excerpted article, you can cut and paste this for each student: 
 
Teach your kids about Turkey Day! The Thanksgiving story for kids 
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- Because of the length of the article, you could ask one half of the class to read one half of the 
paper and the other part of the class the other half. Pair up readers and let them share with 
each other what they read. After about 10 minutes for their group shares, go to the entire class 
about their thoughts about what they learned.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Teach your kids about Turkey Day! The 
Thanksgiving story for kids 

Chances are, everyone could use a primer. 
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RECONCILATION  
 
The third part of our activities will combine all our goals: 
 
1) To have students relate & be proud of how they celebrate a Thanksgiving Day that is unique 
to their family and culture. 
2) To share their understanding of how our American Thanksgiving Day was established. 
3) To begin awareness that there are several historically based events that started our current 
Thanksgiving Day. 
4) To process and share their reactions to historical realities they learned at the end of our 
shared experiences. 
 
Step 1 
 
Review the previous work. This will lead into this section that is about Native people and 
reactions to Thanksgiving, from traditional celebrations to a National Day of Mourning.  
 
In America’s indigenous communities, the Thanksgiving holiday is a reminder of loss.CNN visited 
Plymouth, Mass.,  to speak with the United American Indians of New England as the group plans 
their annual National Day of Mourning. Video is 3:07 in length. 
 
For many Native Americans, Thanksgiving is a day of mourning - CNN Video 
 

 
 
 
 
Step 2 
 
Our last 25 minutes of being together on the topic of Native Americans and Thanksgiving is with 
Mark Denning, Oneida Nation member and also a descendant of five other Native American 
tribes. Mr. Denning will talk about what it is to be Native during Thanksgiving, and the diverse 
ways Native people memorialize the day. Questions can be submitted during a zoom visit to all 
the classes involved in the project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

For many Native Americans, 
Thanksgiving... 
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If you would like an additional classroom discussion after our livestream, please read this article 
and ask your students what can be done to support Native Americans.  You can start the idea 
session by talking about two of the ideas you learned from the article! Encourage students to 
come up with their own answers on what they ca do to help on Native issues!  
 
6 Things Every Non-Native Should Do On Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  6 Things Every Non-Native Should Do On 
Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving history taught in classrooms is often 
whitewashed. We asked Indigenous people what 

everyone should ... 
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