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When the next generation of MJDS leadership looks back on the
school’s history, they will likely point to the 2014-15 school year as the
beginning of an exciting transformation — the year during which our
school program and culture began to distinguish MJDS from other
schools in the area. Indeed, this year marked the beginning of our
“student-owned learning” transformation, which has aligned our staff
and students in a way that has never existed in the school’s history.
And we are getting noticed. In early March 2015, the school’s future
direction received a tremendous vote of confidence from our
Independent Schools Association of the Central States (ISACS)
accreditation team. As an ISACS school, MJDS has chosen to
embrace an ongoing seven-year cycle of school improvement. The
goal is simple: to provide meaningful and actionable feedback to
help MJDS always continue to grow.
During the team’s visit, they dissected every aspect of MJDS. They
were exceedingly honest and insightful. While we have areas for
continued improvement (like any school), the visiting team was duly
impressed and wrote the following in their conclusion:
“What an exciting time to be at Milwaukee Jewish Day
School! There is a passion and commitment to
improvement that has captured our hearts and minds.
You have embraced…this opportunity to revise and focus
your mission and philosophy as well as catapult your
school into the 21st century by embracing ‘studentowned learning.’ Who owns the learning? That driving
question is apparent in the classrooms and hallways of
MJDS and it is making a difference for your students.”
It gets better. The report goes on to commend MJDS for its “pride,
passion, and love for the school community,” as well as its “decision
to implement student-owned learning” — which, according to the
team, “has created a real sense of inquiry and intellectual
curiosity that is exciting to watch and observe.” The team was so
taken by our adoption of student-owned learning that it went
a step further: it recommended that we “continue to invest

heavily in the professional development of faculty to
support the move to student-owned learning,” stating
for the record that, “there is no turning back from this
critical change.”
The visiting team’s conclusions are affirming but not surprising.
Never before have we experienced such a hotbed of
innovation in the classroom from teachers and students alike. Our
school is developing a common language and set of
expectations, as well as a culture that promotes academic
risk-taking and prizes the production of "excellent work.”
We will, indeed, continue to invest time, energy and resources into
the necessary professional development. Thanks to our generous
donors, not only have we been able to make an unprecedented
investment in professional learning this year, but the investment will
continue into next year and beyond, allowing more and more
teachers to do their own deep dive into student-owned learning.
The strength of MJDS lies in its constituents — staff, parents, donors,
alumni, alumni parents and members of the community. The ongoing
support of MJDS from all of these groups is critical and deeply
appreciated. We are fulfilling our mission better than ever. Our
children will continue to graduate confident, self-aware and ready
for success — with deep and lasting Jewish identities that will make
them better people. And we will keep innovating to ensure that our
students continue to meet this very high standard of excellence.
Bivrachah,

Brian King
Head of School

Felicia Miller
Board President
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STUDENT-OWNED LEARNING
Who owns the learning at MJDS, and what does that look like in the classroom?
This question, printed on a large banner, greeted the MJDS staff as they returned to school in August of 2014 for
the annual in-service days of learning. This “essential question” is driving our professional learning and growth
and leading to no small amount of exciting change — even transformation — in our classrooms.
What is the answer?
Student-owned learning isn’t a curriculum or tactic. It’s not something a teacher can implement after
spending a day at a conference. It is an educational philosophy whose implementation can vary
greatly depending on the teacher, his or her interests and skills, and the subject topic. But no matter
what, student-owned learning stems from the following basic principals:
• children learn best when they have significant voice and choice in
what and how they learn
• children learn best when they are solving authentic problems whose
solutions actually matter to them
• children learn best when given the freedom to explore, inquire and fail
— and when a talented teacher is there to set the guardrails to keep
the children focused, motivated and on track
A cohort of 13 teachers worked monthly with two education consultants to further
enhance student-owned learning in their classrooms. Teachers have reported
positive changes in their classroom environments, and students are energized
and excited. The focus on student-owned learning has helped teachers and
students view learning in new and exciting ways and better reach the learning
styles of all students in our building. The best way to explain student-owned
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learning is through actual
examples. Here are a few from
this year:
• Rather than sit at desks and learn
about Sukkot from books, the seventh
graders were charged with designing
the school sukkah. In the process, they
had to research and understand Sukkot,
collaborate on a design, and actually
build it!
• Creativity and innovation are key 21st century
skills, but you can’t learn to be creative or
innovative just by reading a book. You have to do
something. Oftentimes, doing something begins
with simple “tinkering”, which students did at many
grade levels this year.
• Borrowing from the 20% time concept in the corporate
world, some students this year participated in “genius hour”
— a regular time to research and implement a project
about which the student was deeply passionate.
In these and many other examples, the student learning
experience was deep, meaningful and enduring. The
seventh graders, for example, will never forget building the
sukkah, nor will they ever experience the holiday in quite
the same way. It is now their holiday. They built it. They
lived it. They owned it. That is student-owned learning.
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MJDS ED TALKS
What do we know about the future that should influence how we educate our children today? This was the
topic of our very first MJDS ED Talk, an eye-opening event that showed how MJDS is answering this question. MJDS
families and staff gathered Thursday, Feb. 5, for a cocktail social hour followed by a presentation by Head of
School Brian King. His talk on the future of education underlined the significance of readying students for the future,
and the innovative ways that a school can foster a child’s love of learning. The attendance underscored our families’
commitment to excellence in education and to providing a warm and nurturing community for our children.
Our second MJDS ED Talk took place on Wednesday, March 18, and featured student-owned learning expert
Ron Berger. Berger discussed how to create a culture of excellence in schools — one that is built by guiding
students to create in-depth, quality work. More than 200 people attended the event, including MJDS parents,
educators, teachers and community members from southeastern Wisconsin.
The purpose of MJDS ED Talks is to build a learning community of parents and educators in the region to
gain a better understanding on how and why education is changing around the world. MJDS ED Talks
also provide an opportunity to demonstrate how MJDS is on the cutting edge of 21st century teaching
and learning. To learn more about MJDS ED Talks, please visit www.mjds.org/future.
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JEWISH VALUES IN ACTION
VOICE OF THE CHILDREN
Few school projects match the depth and scope of the seventh grade Voice of the Children (VOTC) program, when students operate
and raise funds for their own nonprofit organization. Through research and collaboration, students step out of the traditional classroom
study of geography and culture and enter into the reality of other children. By the end of the year, they have been a part of a project
that is an incredible fusion of Jewish values, project-based learning and philanthropy.
Initially, students spend time researching the geography, history and social issues of a region of the world (this year it was Africa).
Having to grapple with the disparity between life in the United States and impoverished areas of the world moves students to
action. “In some schools you sit with a textbook and learn about poverty and how people are dying,” said student Lauren
Cayle, “but at MJDS we actually get to do something about it.”
“I’m very proud of this year’s class,” said Mike Hinkens, social studies teacher and VOTC program director. “They are just on
fire for this project.” And it showed in their work. Each student group created a moving short film about child welfare
issues in Africa and also built their own information table complete with statistics, data and frequently asked questions.
Each group was representing one of three nonprofits that work on the ground in Africa to help children. Seventh
graders proudly spoke with their parents and other students about their charity and collected donations via iPads.
Yet fundraising was not limited to the classroom. Seventh grade students conceived of an even bigger fundraiser,
“A Hard Day in the Life”, that took place all over the neighborhood. During this simulation students stood in
solidarity with other African communities by gathering their own water, doing yard work in exchange for food
and spending the night outdoors in cardboard boxes. For every hour they maintained this lifestyle, they
earned money in pledges that went towards their fundraising goal of $12,500.
This year’s class raised $8,500 by the summer, which will be put toward the three chosen nonprofits, and
donations are still coming in. And for the seventh year in a row, the Richard A. Ross family will match
their fundraising total. Students feel like they have been given the gift of knowing they made a real
difference in the lives of people and that they brought tzedakah and tikkun olam (repairing the
world) to life.
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KATY’S KLOSET
Medical equipment can be very expensive. For some families, the high cost
means either going without the wheelchair or crutches that a child needs or
making a significant sacrifice in some other way. Enter Katy’s Kloset, a
nonprofit that grew out of an unofficial network of parents who traded
medical equipment to help their children. Today, the organization has a
large equipment lending library with everything from wheelchairs to
adaptive bikes. Our third graders partnered with Katy’s Kloset this year; and
through bake sales, penny wars, letters to businesses and selling their own key
chains that they designed on the school’s 3D printer, students raised an incredible
$2,001! Katy’s Kloset recently purchased new wheelchairs with the donation, so
they can continue to serve the needs of families in the area.

MITZVAH DAY
Once a year, MJDS has an incredible tradition of community service held in memory
of an MJDS seventh grade student who passed away from cancer in 1999. This
year, the 16th Annual Michael Kovnar Memorial Mitzvah Day was extended into
two days for both lower school and middle school students.
Between the two days, students baked cookies at Chai Point, helped
organize supplies at Hope House, played bingo with veterans at the VA
Medical Center, sorted food for low income senior citizens at Hunger Task
Force, made blankets for Sharp Literacy and made 200 sandwiches at
Guest House. Additionally, students volunteered at Meta House and
the Victory Gardens Initiative Farm. MJDS is privileged to honor
Michael Kovnar’s life and legacy of raising money for others in need
by performing meaningful acts of kindness to make a difference in
our community.
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JEWISH LIFE
YAMIM
In addition to observing Jewish holidays, each year MJDS students participate in three days that are
very significant to the State of Israel and all Jews: Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day),
Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) and Yom HaAtzmaut (Israeli Independence Day). Falling
within about ten days of each other in the spring, these days create a special focus on Israel for
the school. Students worked with teachers to create meaningful ceremonies for Yom HaShoah
and Yom HaZikaron that honored those lost in the Holocaust and in the struggle for Israel’s
existence. To honor Israel’s independence, eighth grade students created an interactive
Israel Day with features like a Tel Aviv discotheque, the Kotel and mock Israeli Defense
Forces basic training. The participation of the whole school serves an important role in
fostering a connection to Israel early on.

CONNECTING TO THE PAST
As the generation of Holocaust survivors grows older, educators at MJDS
recognize the opportunity to give students what future generations will likely
never experience — a firsthand account of the Holocaust and the many trials
Jews faced in that era. MJDS has welcomed survivors of the Shanghai
Ghetto, those turned away from Cuba aboard the SS St. Louis, those
hidden as children and survivors of treacherous camps across Europe,
among others. As long as there is opportunity, MJDS aims to foster these
relationships between young people and survivors, as well as a
thorough and guided study of the Holocaust across different
grade levels.

Mr. Koplin, a Holocaust
survivor, speaks to the
eighth grade class
about shtetel life.
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EXTRACURRICULAR
OMANUT
Omanut, or ‘art’ in Hebrew, is the elective arts program for middle school. Students can
choose from a variety of classes including, but not limited to, quilting, film, saxophone, world
percussion, woodworking and the middle school musical. The hands-on nature of Omanut
classes lends itself to wonderful moments of ingenuity and creativity. Woodworking instructor
Jim Salinsky shared one such moment,
“I had a group of seventh and eighth graders who were making a project that they chose - a ‘sofa
server’. We hit a bit of a roadblock in trying to assemble one of the parts of this project. The plans
called for a rather complex bit of joinery — mortise and tenon, to be exact. I didn't think we had the
time, nor did they have the skills as first-time woodworkers, to tackle this. So, I decided we would make
a simplified and modified version of this joint. I showed them how to do it on one student's pieces, but I
messed up her pieces a bit in the process.
Rather than lamenting that it was ruined and waiting for me to give them direction on what to do, two
students immediately set about on their own and figured out a perfect way to repair the parts so no one would
ever know that they were messed up. Then, two other students started talking about ways we could improve the process to
ensure it didn't happen again. I just listened. We then used one of the ideas and, sure enough, we didn't have the problem again.
I've been woodworking for more than 10 years and it probably took me a good five years before I had some of the technique
and tenacity that our kids showed that day. The problem-solving that our students are learning is exactly what employers will be
looking for tomorrow.”

ATHLETICS

FORENSICS

Athletics at MJDS offers all children a chance to
participate in a variety of sports, including tennis,
volleyball, track, basketball and cross-country. No
children are excluded based on skill level, and teams
compete against other middle schools in the North
Shore Conference. While coaches certainly strive to
win, they are focused on building character,
sportsmanship and teamwork. This year, boys
volleyball enjoyed a nice finish of 7-2 and ended up
first in their division. All the athletes worked hard,
enjoyed themselves and were earnestly supportive of
one another.

This year’s forensics team did
exceptionally well with each MJDS
participant taking home a blue
ribbon. Twelve out of fifteen entries
moved on to the power round,
meaning that they had averaged first
or second place between their first
two rounds. Their excellent individual
scores contributed to the overall team
score, which took first place out of 25
middle schools! MJDS is very proud of
all participants!
12

MJDS GALA: PAY IT FORWARD
Our first ever MJDS Gala: Pay it Forward, took place on Thursday,
April 30, at Shully’s – The Watermark in Thiensville. This sold out
event, chaired by Joshua and Lindy Liberman and Michael and
Julie Sadoff, showcased the impact an MJDS education makes on
our community and the world. The centerpiece of the evening was
the presentation of two new awards: the Tikkun Olam Award,
presented to Howard Frankenthal for his commitment to repairing
the world and lifelong demonstration of philanthropy; and the Next
Generation Award, presented to alumna Chandlar Strauss, who
has taken the education provided at MJDS and integrated these
lessons into her life by starting her own nonprofit organization.
More than 250 guests enjoyed a cocktail hour followed by a live
auction and awards presentation. As a special dessert treat, we
were honored to have Lawrence University President Mark Burstein
speak on the importance of instilling values such as kindness,
generosity and courage in students of all ages. This was the largest
fundraising event in fifteen years, raising $120,000 for our school.
The evening concluded with a “Do Not Open” envelope that
contained a $50 bill and a letter from our second graders asking
one guest at each table to pay it forward to someone else. In
addition to donating the $50, many of our guests contributed
additional funds to their donation. These gifts have benefited the
following organizations:
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Hope House
International Medical Corps
Jewish Community Food Pantry
Meta House
Milwaukee Jewish Day School
Nepal Earthquake Relief
Voice of the Children
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Many Thanks to Our Generous Sponsors:
GOLD SPONSORS
Howard Frankenthal
Dr. Robert and Lauri Roth and Dr. Joshua and Lindy Liberman
Anonymous
Anonymous
SILVER SPONSORS
Randy and Diane Strauss – two tables
Atid Properties – Moshe, Debra, Cydny and Gabriel Katz
Michael and Rosie Bamberger and Ned and Katerina Brickman
Erlich, Palay, Rosenfeld and Sprinkmann Families
Foley & Lardner, LLP
Dr. Marc and Lori Jacobson
Debra Sadow Koenig and Dr. Steven Koenig
Kohler & Hart, S. C.
David and Melina Marcus
Northwestern Mutual
Cathy and Arnie Peltz
Richheimer and Zvi Families
Sadoff Investment Management
Senior Helpers
Dan Sinykin and Jodi Habush Sinykin
Susan Lubar Solvang and Oyvind Solvang
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FROM:
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
BMO Harris Bank
Nelnet Business Solutions, Inc.
Stuart Frankenthal
Anonymous

“Howard and Chandlar are shining examples of what makes
Milwaukee Jewish Day School a strong and special place - Howard for
his many years of generous support and Chandlar for being an example
to all future students of how to put an MJDS education to work to improve
the world.” - Brian King

HOWARD FRANKENTHAL

Tikkun Olam Award

In his 25-year relationship with MJDS, Howard Frankenthal has had a tremendous and lasting impact on
our school and community. As a parent, board member, volunteer and donor, Howard has given of his
time and expertise by providing leadership in fundraising, policy development and strategic vision. Through
his generosity and deep commitment, Howard has enabled MJDS to carry a legacy of academic excellence
and character development to the next generation.

CHANDLAR STRAUSS

Class of 2012
Next Generation Award
As a Homestead High School sophomore, Chandlar Strauss started her own nonprofit organization
called Kids 4 Kids to benefit inner city education in Milwaukee. She has raised more than $30,000
and organized a cadre of more than 60 student volunteers who work directly with students at
the Milwaukee College Prep school every week. Chandlar directly credits her MJDS
experience with giving her the tools — and impetus — to make this happen.

DS GALA
MJ
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ART SHOW
How many ways can you tell a story? MJDS students demonstrated a beautiful variety of answers to this question at the 2015 Art
Show this spring. Under the direction of Fine Arts Director Rena Porat, the Beit Midrash and hallways were transformed into a world
of storytelling following the theme of "Once Upon a Time” ( היה היה- pronounced hayoh hayah).
Those who attended found the Beit Midrash brimming with colorful stories from the Torah, Jewish folk tales, nursery rhymes, fairy
tales and personal stories. Murals painted by fifth graders hung high on panels next to sixth grade Greek mythology masks.
First and second graders showcased large, painted books about their favorite memories, while third and fourth graders
displayed tiny, handmade books of limericks. Every grade contributed to storytelling in some way, with one middle school
Omanut class creating short stop-motion animated films and another using documentary film to capture the Omanut
program, itself. The story of Jonah and the Whale, as depicted by kindergarteners, was brought to life in a large
mosaic by middle school students and now hangs in the kindergarten wing. The highlight of the evening, however,
was the introduction of the “crankie”, an illustrated scroll wound through an illuminated viewing box. With lights
dimmed, nearly every attending family gathered for this beautiful culmination to the Art Show while students
accompanied the story with song.
In addition to artwork by all grade levels, families came together in previous weeks to create colorful
storybook characters from cardboard that towered over the room. Other parents and children spent many
hours on Sundays crafting little free libraries with literary themes to put in their neighborhoods. All of these
projects decorated the school in a stunningly bright gathering of student creativity and originality.
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EIGHTH GRADE TRIP TO ISRAEL
In May, this year’s eighth grade class embarked on the eighth annual Israel Trip, the capstone of their MJDS
academic and spiritual education. Led by Moshe Katz, Susie Rosengarten and Dr. Alison Kravit, the group traversed
much of Eretz Yisrael in a 12-day experience that they will never forget. From the bustling Machane Yehuda market in
Jerusalem to the serenity of the Dead Sea — from the blistering heat of Masada to the relative cool of Hezekiah’s
Tunnels beneath Jerusalem — the students were treated to an authentic Israel experience that will stand out in
their memories no matter how many times they have been to or go back to Israel. There is no better culmination
of the MJDS journey than this trip!

“I loved being in a place where being
Jewish was just part of everyday life. I
knew that I could connect with many
people just because of our Judaism.”
- Sadie

“We used shovels and buckets to
rediscover an ancient town from the
time of Chanukah. Afterwards, we
took a crawl through a cave lit solely
by candles.”
- Nesya

“I did everything with my classmates, and the fact that I was with friends made
everything more fun. The Israel trip allowed my entire grade to get closer.”
-Andrew

“ The most powerful Jewish experience that I have ever
had took place on this trip. On Shavuot, our class
went to the Western Wall. As we came closer, we
could hear the prayers surrounding us... We
could literally feel the energy of so many
people gathered for one purpose.”
-Aviva
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REVENUE AND EXPENSES
Through the generous financial support of our benefactors, MJDS is able to fulfill
its mission: where academic excellence and Jewish values prepare children for
a lifetime of success, leadership and engagement with the world. Thank you
to Bader Philanthropies, Inc., Milwaukee Jewish Federation, our multi-year
donors and the individuals and families who have established
endowments. These gifts empower us to continue our legacy of
innovation, academic excellence and character development in the
next generation of Jewish leaders.
During the 2014-15 school year, board members Joe Devorkin and
Michael Sadoff continued meeting with donors and prospective
donors to secure multi-year pledges. Thus far, they have secured
more than $635,000 in five-year pledges to our annual
campaign. In addition, a very generous donor came forward
for a second year with an incredible matching grant. All new
and increased gifts were matched dollar-for-dollar, securing
$100,000 in additional funds this year. Thank you to all of
our donors who so generously made gifts to MJDS.

Multi-Year Donors to Annual Campaign

Shannon and Nathan Bernstein
Joe and Melanie Devorkin
Larry and Michelle Erlich
Brian King and Sarah Schott
Dr. Joshua and Lindy Liberman
Jim and Elizabeth Neubauer
Dan and Julie Rosenfeld
Richard A. Ross Family
Michael and Julie Sadoff
Dr. Corey and Rabbi Shari Shamah
Dan Sinykin and Jodi Habush Sinykin
Peter and Jodi Sprinkmann
Anonymous (2)
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REVENUE
Milwaukee Jewish
Federation Allocation

Endowment

Grants

11%

3%

Other
Income

29% Tuition/
Fees

13%

10%

Fundraising

34%
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EXPENSES
Administrative/
Marketing
Program Expenses
Occupancy

8%

12%

3%

1% Interest
76% Salaries/
Benefits

TUITION AFFORDABILITY GUIDE
Junior Kindergarten

Senior Kindergarten

First - Eighth Grades

Second Child

0-$74,999

$83$374

$83$374

$83$374

$83$155

$75,000 $99,999

$375$499

$375$499

$375$499

$156$207

$100,000 $124,999

$500$624

$500$624

$500$624

$208$260

$125,000 $149,999

$625$749

$625$749

$625$749

$261$312

$150,000 $174,999

$750$776

$750$921

$750$1,015

$313$364

Max of:

Max of:

$776

$921

$1,016
$1,223

$365$435

Max of:

Max of:

Max of:

Max of:

$776

$921

$1,229

$1,229

$175,000 $199,999
$200,000
and up

MJDS tuition is affordable thanks to financial support from
generous donors, Bader Philanthropies, Inc., Milwaukee
Jewish Federation and unrestricted endowment income.
To ensure that all Jewish children have access to an
MJDS education, we implemented the Tuition
Affordability Guide, which is based on the principle that
a family's financial commitment should be in equitable
proportion to its financial resources.
Our Tuition Affordability Guide provides an estimate of
how much a family will contribute for one year at MJDS.
Tuition begins as low as $83 per month. Every household,
however, has unique financial circumstances, and we
are committed to working closely with each family to
make sure an MJDS education is attainable.

2015-16 tuition rates are allocated over 12 months,
include tuition and fees, and are based on total
modified income.
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CREATE A JEWISH LEGACY
MJDS is proud to be one of 15 partner agencies to participate in the community-wide Create a Jewish Legacy program through
the Jewish Community Foundation in association with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Our goal for the first year of the
program was to secure 18 new legacy gifts to MJDS. We have received 27 gifts thus far and will therefore receive a $10,000
grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation for reaching our goal.
On Friday, April 24, we welcomed 22 legacy and endowment donors for a breakfast and a special Shabbat Sing. As part
of the morning’s festivities, we unveiled the names added to the Legacy and Endowment plaque in the front hall outside
of our school office. In addition, our third graders created special cards thanking our donors and presented a gift
packet to each benefactor. These generous donors have made a bequest or other gift via their estate plans to
benefit our school.
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ENDOWMENTS
Legacy, Endowment and Special Funds for MJDS as of June 30, 2015
We gratefully acknowledge donors who have established endowments, legacy gifts and special funds for our school. These generous gifts
secure the future of the Jewish community by ensuring the education of our children.

Adina Altshull Israel Education Endowment Fund
Bader Philanthropies, Inc.
Bar Mitzvah Year Restricted Endowment Fund
Hyland J. Barnes Family*
Elaine Barnett
Robert and Donna Berg*
Maris and Harvey Bock*
Mark and Cheryl Brickman*
Deborah Carneol*
Susan and Allan Carneol*
Ateret and Jacob Cohn Judaic Enrichment Fund
Colton Charitable Foundation
Albert and Ann Deshur Memorial Fund*
Jim and Penny Deshur*
Melanie and Joe Devorkin*
Sol and Eva Dorf Education Endowment Fund
Nina and Richard Edelman Family Endowment Fund
Louise A. Eder Memorial Endowment Fund
Morris and Olga Eder Endowment Fund
Merzy Eisenberg Endowment Fund
Toni Ettenheim Memorial Art Education Endowment Fund
Howard Frankenthal Family Fund
Gellman Family Endowment
Gollin Family Special Education Fund
Sharon and Mike Grinker*
Robert and Mimi Habush*
Lillian P. Heffernan and Eileen A. Perlson Scholarship Endowment Fund
Joseph and Ruth Hirschberg Teacher Appreciation Endowment
Isaac and Eva Hochman General Purpose Endowment
Leo “Sunshine” Hochman Endowment Fund
Christy and Adam Horn*
Moshe and Debra Katz*
Esther and Alvin Kernis Endowment Fund
Brian King and Sarah Schott*
Michael Kovnar Memorial Special Needs Fund
Jacqueline Kravit Fund for Reading and Computer Literacy

Larry Lieberman Memorial Jewish Life and Learning Endowment Fund
Reva Loeb Theater Arts Fund
Gilbert H. Meisel
Marge Meyers Scholarship Endowment
Felicia and Jamie Miller*
Milwaukee Jewish Day School Endowment Fund
MJDS Graduation Endowment Fund
Milwaukee Jewish Day School Unrestricted Endowment Fund
Benjamin “Baki” Muchin Athletic Memorial Endowment Fund
Sharon Muchin Rotter Endowment Fund
Elizabeth and James Neubauer*
Eileen A. Perlson Memorial Endowment Fund
Judee Ross Memorial Education Fund
Judee Ross Memorial Endowment Fund
Michael and Julie Sadoff*
Lori and Jim Salinsky*
Hannah and Nathaniel Sattler*
Jay Schmidt Computer and Technology Memorial Fund
Sandy Schmidt*
Doris Shneidman Chai Endowment Fund
Dr. Nathan and Flora Sonin Educational Endowment Fund
Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust
Stark Family Fund
Rabbi Moishe Steigmann*
Barbara Stein*
Armin K. Taus Scholarship Fund
Jordan Weigler Fund
Maurice Wolkomir Endowment Fund
Neal and Susan Zechman*
Marvin and Marilyn Zetley
Anonymous
Anonymous (2)*
*Indicates a Create a Jewish Legacy Donor
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MJDS GRADUATES

“Now at the end of eighth grade, I know everybody and I feel like the hallways
are mine. MJDS has become my home.”
– Zach
“Because of my MJDS years, I feel comfortable entering a big high school such
as Nicolet without losing my Jewish identity. I will always have my experiences
from MJDS to prepare me for the big world and through all my adventures,
whether it’s high school, college or adulthood.”
–Aviva
“The teachers at this school are individually preparing you for your future and
implanting Jewish values that will help you succeed.”
– Blair
“Through my time at MJDS I was allowed to discover who I was going to be… I
have my own goals that don’t have to look the same as my siblings’ or anybody
else’s. And my school honored these differences in me.”
– Sadie
“The number one best thing about MJDS is this group of 18 people. You guys
have made my five years at MJDS fun and memorable. I will miss all of you.”
– Andrew
“Through my Jewish studies and social studies classes, I have developed my
ideas about what is right and fair and how to be a positive leader… Because of
MJDS I have learned to be a mensch, and I know I can make a difference, even
at my age.”
– Adin
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Mazal tov to the MJDS class of 2011, who graduated from high school in spring 2015. During high school, these students made
the dean’s list, high honor roll and received other academic awards. In addition to their many academic successes, this group of
MJDS alumni exemplify the Jewish values of tikkun olam and tzedakah. Truly, this class is a shining example of leadership in action.
Seven of the twelve BBYO regional board members came from this class, including both Regional Presidents Hilary Miller and Aaron
Glazer. They have made a difference through their dedication to volunteering in our community.

SENIOR DINNER
On Sunday, May 31, we hosted our first ever Senior Dinner and Time Capsule Opening chaired by alumni parents Susan Wichman and
Lisa Zetley. More than 60 graduates and their families joined together for a Mexican fiesta and time capsule opening in the lunchroom.
Alumni toured their old classrooms, reminisced about their days at the school and shared once again the warmth and ruach (spirit)
of our MJDS community. We are so proud of our MJDS class of 2011. We wish them the best of luck in their very bright futures.
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ALUMNUS NOAH WINKLER
What did you learn at MJDS that you use in your career?
A beautiful thing about art classes at MJDS was that they weren’t goof-off
classes. They felt as integral to the curriculum as math, social studies, etc. So for
me, I learned very early on that drawing and making didn’t have to stay hobbies
but could become my life.
What did you learn at MJDS that you use in your personal life?
MJDS didn’t prescribe the type of person I was to become. I didn’t feel pressure
to fit a mold. The school did, however, show us that caring about who we were
and what we did was most important. I think this allowed me to grow into me.
What differentiates MJDS from other schools?
Everything at MJDS happens in the name of curiosity. I don't think other schools
execute this mission as enthusiastically.
What is your favorite MJDS memory?
My favorite memory from MJDS is Shabbat Sing. There was something about
marking the end of the week, the beginning of Shabbat, as a community with
parents and grandparents that felt so natural. It seemed as if we were
participating in something as spiritual as Shabbat dinner itself, but it was
something that depended upon all of us being there, singing and dancing. It
was a wonderful transition tradition.

Noah Winkler, MJDS class of 2003, is an architecture student at the
University of Texas at Austin. He received his bachelor of science in
Civil and Environmental Engineering from the University of WisconsinMadison. Upon completion of his studies he hopes to follow in the
tradition of thoughtful Jewish architects.
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ALUMNA REBECCA FEIRING
What did you learn at MJDS that you use in your career?
I gained a great work ethic from my time at MJDS and received an excellent, well-rounded
education in both the humanities and the sciences, which helped me to ultimately achieve
my goal of becoming a veterinarian. That work ethic as well as the development of good
interpersonal skills, also developed at MJDS, have served me well in my career. I was nine
when I decided that I wanted to be a veterinarian, and the support that I received
throughout my time at MJDS provided me with a sense of confidence and a feeling that I
had the potential to achieve my goals.
What did you learn at MJDS that you use in your personal life?
My time at MJDS taught me how to be a compassionate and considerate individual and
a good friend to others. It also provided me with a strong sense of my Jewish background
and the importance of surrounding yourself with a close-knit, supportive community of
friends and family.
What differentiates MJDS from other schools?
The feeling that MJDS is as much a family as a school is definitely what differentiates
MJDS from other schools. The individualized attention that students receive from
teachers is unparalleled and really helped me to grow in my younger years. There is a
real sense of community at MJDS, and students come to know their teachers as well
as their classmates and their families extremely well. Some of my best friendships were
formed during kindergarten and grade school at MJDS. These friendships made
during my early years, now decades old, have been incredibly important to me.
What is your favorite MJDS memory?
I have many great MJDS memories, but one of my favorites was going on the
eighth grade bike trip. It was so much fun to spend quality time with my classmates
in the beautiful outdoors and a great feeling of accomplishment to bike all the
way to Madison! Some of my other favorite MJDS memories include weekly
Shabbat Sings, participating in Folk Fair, attending all of my classmates' Bar and
Bat Mitzvahs during seventh grade and going on the eighth grade trip to
Washington, D.C.
Dr. Rebecca Feiring, MJDS class of 1996, achieved
her life-long goal of becoming a veterinarian and
graduated from the University of Edinburgh with a
Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery.
She now works in the Milwaukee area.
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ALUMNA KATE CAVANAUGH
Kate Cavanaugh has taken her love of science to new heights. She studied embryos and
genes through the Erasmus Mundus Fellowship in Italy, Belgium, Austria, Germany and Poland.
This spring, Kate won a GEM Fellowship to pursue her PhD which she is now studying for at the
University of Chicago. Kate hopes to enter the field of Developmental Biology and Embryology
in order to advance the pattern and image analysis in the developing embryo.
“MJDS taught me how to ask the right questions. We had so much fun in my classes and
learned how to explore the subject matter in an interesting way — how to probe, analyze
information and see things from multiple perspectives. Science was what I was most interested
in. I came out of Gev. Friedman’s class believing that science can improve the world.
I had such a good relationship with my teachers at MJDS. They taught me to treat others as
equals and make lasting relationships. They also showed me how to become a natural leader
and motivate the people around me. It was an intense academic experience, and it
allowed me to grow as a person and a student. My classmates and I developed good
study habits and were well prepared for high school and college. Our MJDS teachers
motivated us and made us feel special. It was the first step in our success in life.
My years at MJDS spurred me to go to Israel to see the Jewish community there. We
studied so much about Israel and the Holocaust; when I went to Europe, I was able to
experience Jewish history for myself. I have gotten in touch with people in Europe just
because we are both Jewish. I learned how important it is to connect on a spiritual
level with like-minded people and to surround myself with people who support me. I
know I can always go to the Jewish community and feel at home.”

Kate graduated from MJDS in 2005. She is
now pursuing her PhD in Development,
Regeneration and Stem Cell Biology at the
University of Chicago.
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ALUMNA ELLIANA SINYKIN
Elliana Sinykin served as an MJDS intern from Nicolet High School this past spring.
During her internship, she worked with the marketing and development team and
was integral to the success of the MJDS ED Talks, Legacy Breakfast and Senior Dinner.
“Definitely my favorite projects were MJDS ED Talks. I got to be a part of each project
from start to finish. It taught me how much work goes into creating a meaningful
event for parents and community members. Everyone worked so hard to transform
the physical space and provide a special experience.
For the second MJDS ED Talk, I made phone calls to the principals and deans of area
schools inviting them to hear Ron Berger speak. Although it was scary to make the first
calls, the staff trusted me to represent MJDS. By giving me more responsibility, it made
me feel capable and a part of the team. By the end of the calls I felt comfortable
talking and proud to be a part of this work. I also made personal calls to the Legacy
Donors thanking them for their support and inviting them to the breakfast. One of the
donors knew my family and shared how much it meant to him to support the school.
This conversation showed me how tightly-knit our Jewish community is and how
MJDS connects us all.
Because I had a variety of tasks and worked with many different people, I feel I
can contribute to wherever I work in the future. I learned how to plan with my
co-workers and be a member of a team. In high school the focus is more on the
individual, but in the workplace you have to make sure everyone is on the same
page. You really think about others and how you can contribute to a
successful project. MJDS made me want to do something with my life — and
my internship showed me that there are jobs where I can make a positive
impact on others.”

Elliana, MJDS class of 2011, graduated from
Nicolet this spring and is going to the
University of Texas at Austin this fall.
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MJDS STAFF 2014-15
Tzipi Altman-Shafer
Sarah Arnold
Aimee Bachar
Nicole Bemis
Alex Blumin
Fran Blumin
Jori Broidy
Wendy Cohen
Camille Cullinan
Karin Damico
Lani Denny
Judy Dermer
Nancy Dowling
Susan Esser-Greenberg
Jodi Fox
Matt Fujinaka
Anne Gleischman
Susan Gray
Robin Hackbarth
Laurie Herman
Mike Hinkens
Christy Horn
Diane Jakubowski
Jessika Jamir
Dacy Jirovetz

Jeanette Joseph
Lenny Kass
Moshe Katz
Linsey Kimmel
Brian King
Mara Kleiman
Dr. Alison Kravit
Wendy Lambert
Jody Lansing
Barb Lutsky
Allison McMahon
Beth Meister
Yuliya Milbeck
Cristy Milrud
Sara Minash
Donna Moeckler
Rachelle Naimon
Elizabeth Neubauer
Beth O'Connor
Michaela Peck
Rena Porat
Susie Rosengarten
Jim Ross
Machelle Schnoll
Cheryl Siegel-Gajewski

Kathy Stange
Rabbi Moishe Steigmann
Florence Steinberger
Amy Stillman
Wendy Tepper Melton
Jill Voras
Sally Weber
Helene Weisz
Daniel Weston
Rona Wolfe
Diane Wolfson
Sandy Wright
Ann Yurkowitz
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