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LEADERSHIP LETTER
Dear Friends,
Greetings! We wish to thank you for the incredible support — on so many
levels — this past year. As we reflect on the year — our 36th anniversary year
— we take great pride in our strong history, our dynamic current state and
the inspired vision that we pursue every day. None of this would be possible
without the enduring commitment that you and our community make to
MJDS — and for that, we are humbled and grateful.
Our 36th year showcased the hugely positive impact MJDS has had on
generations of students and families in Milwaukee and far beyond. Every
decision we made, every action we took, reflected our core values of
Empathy, Wonder and Tikkun Olam, and demonstrated our rally cry
of Moving from Me to We as a school and community. We fostered a
community of trust evident in each classroom, office and common space
at MJDS, enabling authentic growth, mutual respect and persistent
curiosity. The key to our phenomenal school culture is that we live our core
values every day and engage each student as an individual who possesses
unlimited potential.
MJDS meets every student where they are at, establishes a path and
provides resources to ensure individualized growth and development. This
individualized learning provides academic excellence that looks, sounds
and feels different than every other school in our community. This experience
is possible because we cultivate curiosity in every student, maximizing their
natural talents and interests so that they own their learning journey. The
skills that drive this learning journey include reflection, problem solving,
collaboration, technology integration and the ability to justify answers.
Information is no longer the gold standard; rather, learning must be focused
on identifying problems, asking the right questions and then working together
to find the best information to help create viable solutions to those problems.
As we provide the foundation for wondering and learning from and with one
another, amazing opportunities are realized every day at MJDS.
MJDS is focused on preparing every student for a life of success, leadership
and engagement with the world so that they will be prepared for high
school and beyond. We are enormously grateful for the incredible support
we receive. We receive and thank you for making this 36th anniversary
year truly spectacular. And, we invite you to come visit — anytime — and
experience the magic, excellence and energy of MJDS.
Many thanks for your ongoing trust and support.
Humbly and faithfully,
Aaron Lippman & Jason Gottlieb
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MAKE SOMETHING WONDERFUL | MJDS INNOVATION HUB

At MJDS, we nurture each student’s creative capabilities through a studentowned learning process. Students are given real-life problems and are allowed
the space to fail and try again to find solutions. These hands-on experiences
are accomplished in large part thanks to our award-winning Daniel M. Soref
Innovation Hub, a special space modeled after the Design Thinking process of
the Hasso-Plattner Institute of Design at Stanford University (d.school).
The Innovation Hub fosters an entrepreneurial spirit through the following areas:

THE IDEATION STUDIO

MAKERSPACE

Students come together to
collaborate in the classroom of
the future! A modular space allows
groups to put their heads together
to mull over a challenge. When
it’s time to put their thoughts into
action, students can meander into
interactive spaces that include the
Engineering Lab, the MakerSpace
and the Art Room.

Students enter into a range of
vocations in the MJDS MakerSpace.
From old world skills such as
woodworking, tinker tables to see
how things work and modern circuitry,
students enjoy an inspiring STEM/
STEAM learning experience.

ENGINEERING LAB
The future is now in the Engineering
Lab. Students can take advantage
of high-tech tools like a 3D printer,
virtual reality goggles, a blue screen for
filmmaking needs or programming tools
to enrich their coding knowledge.
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ART ROOM
The Art Room gives MJDS students
the chance to use all the traditional
components of an art space —
such as drawing, painting and
claymaking — but also serves as a
spot to spark their imagination and
creative thinking. In some exploratory
sequences, students may use all
areas of the Innovation Hub to bring
their projects to life!
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THINK DIFFERENTLY AT MJDS

OUR CORE VALUES

MJDS is the only school in the region that delivers innovation, academic excellence
and Jewish values in a pluralistic and vibrant community under the same roof.

MOVING FROM ME TO WE
At MJDS, students are empowered
to drive their choices and outcomes
as Jewish people through three
foundational core values:
Empathy, Wonder and Tikkun Olam.
Every day, these values are
entwined into our conversations and
lessons to put them into action to
not only improve ourselves, but also
the world around us – so that we
continue to move from ME to WE.

EMPATHY
We understand and share
the feelings of others

WONDER
We encourage curiosity and
appreciation of the world
around us

INNOVATION

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

JEWISH VALUES

An innovation mindset

Academic excellence rooted in

Contemporary Jewish values

pervasive throughout

student-owned learning and progressive

in a vibrant, pluralistic and

all learning

professional development

welcoming community

TIKKUN OLAM
We develop the desire and
capability to heal injustice
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OUR PROMISE IN ACTION

CREATION IS MESSY
Eighth grade students from Gev.
Jirovetz’s science class explored
tectonic plates, seismic energy
and the engineering process when
they constructed prototypes of
buildings designed to withstand
earthquakes. Students went from
imagination to design to build,
all the way to the UW-Milwaukee
campus, where they took their
final prototypes to test on a shake
table and received feedback from
a panel of professors. Throughout
this interactive journey, students
asked questions, created models,
collaborated with their peers and
problem-solved together.

KNOWING THE SOULS OF STRANGERS
In conjunction with our school's Global
Experience, our junior kindergarten class
made connections with refugees living in
our local community. Gev. Wolfe's class
studied some of the places refugees
come from, including Myanmar, Syria,
Thailand, Eritrea and more. In addition,
students learned why people become
refugees, understanding what their lives
were like before leaving their homes
and what their lives are like in their new
homes. As Gev. Wolfe explained, "It's all
about making connections and hearing
other's stories. Strangers become friends
when we take the time to learn about
each other. We have differences, but
there are so many things we have in
common that bring us together when
given the chance."

Junior kindergarten invited refugee
families into their classroom to share a
day of school at MJDS. They experienced
Jewish studies, gym, music, lunch, and, of
course, plenty of play together.
Junior kindergarten also met with
refugee students from Riverside High
School. Each of our young students
interviewed a high school student and
wrote a book about their lives and
experiences coming to their new homes.
In addition, the students became
pen pals with a Syrian family with two
young children living in Chicago. These
letters and books, as well as music, art
and other media, were shared with
families and friends at the MJDS Global
Experience Open House.

Students extended this learning
through the remainder of the school
year, committing to our Jewish
values of welcoming strangers by
holding collection drives for our
refugee families and developing a
deeper understanding of empathy,
acceptance and kindness by truly
getting to know our new friends.
"I couldn't be more proud of my students
and our families. They took enormous
risks, showed so much trust and gained so
much through sharing this experience. At
such a young age, my students truly saw
others and through this, learned so much
about themselves. Together, we are the
change we want to see in the world."
Gev. Wolfe, Junior Kindergarten Teacher

One student reflected on the
experience by relating the building
structure to the MJDS community:
“Teachers and parents shelter us
from the world while still allowing us
to experience things for ourselves,”
remarked the student.
Students felt a sense of wonder
as they explored building
structures and earthquakes and,
through shake table testing, were
encouraged to dive even deeper
into the learning process.

BUILDING COMMUNITY TOGETHER
Through an immersive experience, second grade students from Gev. Dowling’s class
practiced the value of kehilla (community). Students participated in a theaterrelated program facilitated by Arts@Large with students from Bruce Guadalupe
School as part of Repairing Together. In this program, students learned through a
hands-on approach to study the meaning of kindness, respect, community and
repairing the world. They worked in teams to brainstorm tasks to act out for the
group and created beautiful artwork together. During this activity, students shared
personal stories about their lives and actively engaged with each other to showcase
our core values of wonder, empathy and tikkun olam.
The Repairing Together initiative started in August 2016 and is committed to
offering opportunities for students of diverse cultural groups to engage with the
outside world, to connect with each other on a very personal level, and to share
in the repairing of, and giving back to the community.
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OUR PROMISE IN ACTION
MJDS STUDENTS EXPLORE AN ENGINEER’S MINDSET
MJDS students experienced the
power of persistence, practice
and failure when they were
challenged to concoct solutions for
engineering challenges. Through
this learning cycle, students are
empowered to test, analyze and
reframe to find answers to solve
the task at hand. Third graders
worked in teams to put their heads
together to clean up an oil spill
on a budget; seventh graders
embraced an engineer’s mindset
when they were challenged with
designing or redesigning a product
for the MJDS Invention Convention
Showcase and fifth and sixth
graders worked together in groups
to build Rube Goldberg machines.
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“After circulating the room and
connecting with each student, it
struck me that every student was
engaged in a truly meaningful
way…every student was thinking
deeply. Every student was taking a
risk and challenging one another.
Every student was excited about
learning.” Gev. Jirovetz
MJDS urges students to make
mistakes, try again, fail and then
practice and develop higher
order thinking skills. Through this
teaching and learning cycle,
students are given control of their
learning to develop skills to become
creators, innovators, problem solvers
and collaborators.

LIVING JEWISHLY
Students at MJDS enter a
vibrant and inclusive learning
community where they’re not
only taught about Judaism
— they live it!
Jewish values punctuate nearly
every aspect of the school’s
culture: Jewish artwork is
displayed throughout the school,
Jewish music that inspires the
heart can be heard in the halls
and class curricula are steeped
in Jewish values. Students gain
an enriching experience that
moves them from ME to WE,
with a focus on acts of empathy,
wonder and tikkun olam
(repairing the world).
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OUR PROMISE IN ACTION
MICHAEL KOVNAR MEMORIAL MITZVAH DAY
MJDS celebrated the 19th Annual
Michael Kovnar Memorial Mitzvah Day,
a day held in honor of Michael Kovnar,
a student of MJDS who died of cancer
while in seventh grade. To honor Michael
and his legacy, MJDS upper school
students along with some of our parents
ventured to various charities throughout
the city to volunteer their time.
Organizations that supported this day of
community service included the Jewish

Community Center (JCC), Gan Ami
Early Education, St. Ann’s, the Hunger
Task Force, the Jewish Home, SHARP
Literacy, the VA Hospital and Hope
House of Milwaukee.
MJDS upper school students continued
in these efforts throughout the year by
volunteering every month at the St. Ben’s
Community Meal Program, where they
served and ate dinner with community
members. At St. Ben's, over 3,000 meals

and smiles were served to a community
in need of kindness and MJDS students
were a part of it. All of this is done
with the hope that our actions help to
improve the lives of others, while also
giving us a better understanding and
appreciation for the tasks necessary to
make the world a better place.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TO DRIVE INNOVATION
MJDS staff members pride themselves
on evolving to meet the needs of
our community and to provide the
most current techniques in education
research through continued
education. In line with the school’s
values, educators learned about
the importance of control versus
compassion, and how the long-term
effects of intrinsic motivation yield a
more positive response than the
short-term carrot/stick motivation often
used in classrooms.
This professional development schema
continued when a small group of
MJDS educators were provided the
opportunity to travel to California and
dive into inquiry-based learning at
Stanford University’s Fablab. On this
eye-opening trip, Adon Lippman and
Gevs Clyde and Jirovetz witnessed
first-hand the importance of inquirybased learning. In collaboration with
educators from Hong Kong and Brazil,

14

they learned how to better utilize the
MJDS Daniel M. Soref Innovation Hub to
reveal the science and technology of
the world to students while helping kids
become producers of the technology.
This powerful professional learning
was made possible because of MJDS
alum Claire Rosenbaum and the
visionary generosity of her parents, Jim
Rosenbaum and Deb Bradley.
MJDS strives to deliver a multi-faceted
learning approach wherein pedagogy,
technology and content come together
to support the student’s learning
journey. Students are given the unique
opportunity utilizing innovative school
spaces to identify problems and
solve them using content knowledge
and technology. Through hands-on
experiences in the MJDS Innovation Hub
and small-scale workshops in classrooms,

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
stresses that it is imperative for schools
to help students develop competencies
to build a better future for themselves
and the common good. Competencies
put forth by the OECD include
resilience, sustainability, innovation,
creating new value, taking responsibility
and engaging in collaborative learning.
These competencies are built into every
aspect of MJDS curricula through the
school’s core values of developing
wonder, empathy and tikkun olam.
The Stanford experience is helping
the MJDS faculty to achieve greater
potential. Professional Learning
Communities are being formed to drive
deeper dives and more risk-taking into
subject matter so that students can utilize
technology for greater understanding.

students are empowered to become the
problem finders and solvers.
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OUR PROMISE IN ACTION

CREATING ARTISTS AT MJDS
MJDS students are given a space
to practice and hone their artistic
talents in the school’s art room.
Through a variety of media and
formats, we help mold students
into creators and thinkers while
providing a space where they
enjoy expressing themselves from
junior kindergarten through the
eighth grade. Students enjoy

open-ended projects, where they
can let their mind and ideas run
free to explore the arts.
“As art reflects the human
experience from all periods of
history and from all corners of
the world, it helps them see the
world through different eyes.”
Gev. Porat, Art Teacher, Omanut
Program Coordinator

ENACTING TEAM SPIRIT AT MJDS
Athletics are an integral part of the school
experience and students at MJDS are granted the
opportunity to develop skills needed for personal
growth through an inclusive athletic program.
Students discover healthy competition and what
it means to be part of a team. The athletics
program at MJDS also exercises Jewish values
— where students can put what they learn into
action with their peers.
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ISRAEL TRIP

REPAIRING THE WORLD IN ACTION
CREATING AN IMPACT: REPAIRING TOGETHER

EIGHTH GRADE
GOES TO ISRAEL
The 11th annual Israel trip took
students on a captivating journey
through our Jewish homeland.
Eighth graders experienced
iconic sites, sounds and tastes in
a powerful learning environment,
exploring various perspectives
and communities throughout the
country. From a sunrise climb of
Masada to meaningful moments
at Yad VaShem to savoring
the tastes of Bamba, marzipan
rugalach, shakshuka and falafel,
students gained an experience
that connected them to our Jewish
homeland in a special and amazing
way. The most memorable aspect
of this trip was the strengthened
friendship bond among the
graduating students, a bond that
will last a lifetime.
Thank you to the parents who
entrusted us with their treasures and
to the community who worked to
once again make this trip a reality
for our 2018 eighth grade class.
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MJDS is proud to continue an
incredible relationship with Repairing
Together, an organization that works
to connect students from schools
of different cultural and racial
backgrounds to teach tolerance,
peace-building and diversity.
Through Repairing Together, students
from first through eighth grades
collaborate with area non-profit
organizations to participate in social
and environmental action programs
to learn about one another and build
appreciation of people from other
backgrounds. Involved students share
their experiences through a survey
designed to measure their empathy
and changes in their societal
attitudes and behaviors.

Repairing Together is entering its
third year and has served over 450
students since its start. The program
works with area organizations
including the Milwaukee Jewish
Federation, Serve2Unite, Urban
Ecology Center, Hunger Task Force,
Inc. and Arts@Large. Milwaukee
College Preparatory Academy
and the Indian Community School
in addition to Bruce Guadalupe
School will continue in the
Repairing Together program in the
2018–19 school year.

PRACTICING TIKKUN OLAM: VOICE OF THE CHILDREN
MJDS students studied how poverty
and hunger affect our community in
Milwaukee through MJDS's Voice of
the Children. Guided by the Jewish
values of tzedakah and tikkun olam,
Voice of the Children encourages
students to create their own sense
of social justice and philanthropy.
Students dedicated a great deal
of time to reading, researching
and interacting with community
members to comprehend just how

impactful their efforts are in the lives of
others.MJDS students and educators
forged everlasting relationships with
community-strengthening organizations
including Pathfinders Milwaukee Inc.,
St. Ben's Community Meal Program
and The Gathering of Milwaukee
while doing their
part to make the
community and
world a better place.

HEAD-SHAVING FOR
A CAUSE: LEUKEMIA &
LYMPHOMA SOCIETY
Third grade MJDS students told
their visiting shin shin, Omri Bitan,
that they wanted to raise $1,200
for the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. He promised them that
if they exceeded their goal, he
would shave his head. The class
set their sights high and raised
$1,500 by their self-imposed
deadline. Adons Lippman and
Kaufman joined Omri to shave
their heads for a good cause in
February, where staff from the
Jewish Chronicle was on-hand to
feature the feel-good story.
“The students were so motivated
by what they could achieve
and what they could do to help
others. Working with the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society was such a
wonderful learning experience.
Students were focused on not only
exceeding their goal, but also
learning about the human body.”
Gev. Voras

21

MJDS GRADUATES

ALUMNI NEWS
CLASS OF 1991
DANIEL ZELAZO is an assistant professor in the Faculty of
Aerospace Engineering at the Technion - Israel Institute of
Technology in Haifa. He and his partner and their young
daughter live on Kibbutz Hanaton in the Galilee of Israel.
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Class of 1999, Bachelor of Science
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Class of 2001, Master’s Degree
• University of Washington, Class of 2009, Doctorate literature

KARA (JACOBSON) SANCHEZ is a lecturer in Spanish at
Stanford University. She lives in northern California with her
husband and two sons.
• Washington University in St Louis, Class of 1999,
Bachelor of Arts in Hebrew and Spanish

“MJDS instilled a unique blend of Zionism and Judaism into
my young life. I remember engaging classrooms, the roller
coaster ride of childhood involving laughing and crying.
While I can't pinpoint a specific way MJDS helped me it is
more of a foundation of feeling grounded and connected
which I value very much.”

• Washington University in St. Louis, Class of 2001,
Master of Arts in Latin American literature

CLASS OF 1992
AIMEE (YANOW) HORN lives in Seattle with her husband
and their three daughters. She works as a therapist and
coach for children and adults with ADHD.
• University of Wisconsin-Madison, Class of 2000,
Bachelor of Science
• Indiana University, Class of 2004 – Master of
Arts in Education
“MJDS gave me a Jewish identity and a love for being
Jewish! My favorite MJDS memory is Shabbat sing!”
JESSICA SECTZER-RUBIN worked as a psychologist before
having her two children. She now works as a full-time
mom, which means she’s a professional therapist, chef,
baker, cleaner, driver, hair stylist, party planner, exerciser,
silly-maker, rule-maker, educator, shopper and social
planner all at the same time.

MAZAL TOV TO THE NEXT GENERATION OF JEWISH MENSCHES,
PROBLEM SOLVERS, CRITICAL THINKERS AND JEWISH LEADERS!

• University of Wisconsin-Madison, Class of 2000,
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism

Dara Carneol

Aiden Jossart

Sydney Palay

Haley Shamah

Scott Dorf

Noah Kleinerman

Benjamin Richheimer

Ellie Sprinkmann

Sophia Edelstein

Eli Levitas-Goren

Ariana Rosenfeld

Amalia Steinberg

Ari Graupe

Micah Packman

Alison Salinsky

Milo Tasman
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• Adler School of Professional Psychology, Class of 2009,
Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology
“I am proud to be a Jew and share a Jewish life with
my husband and children. I now send my children to a
Jewish school and love living a Jewish life!”

DANIEL BELIAVSKY lives in New York City where he works as
a musician, concert pianist, and documentary filmmaker.
He is also a visiting associate professor and the chair of the
Fine Art and Music Department at Yeshiva University.
• Columbia University, Class of 2000, Bachelor of Arts
• New York University, Class of 2006, Doctorate
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CLASS OF 1993

CLASS OF 1998
ABBIE (HIRSH) LEVIN lives in Cleveland with
her husband and daughter. She works
as the vice president and development
and campaign director for the Jewish
Federation of Cleveland. While attending
the University of Maryland, she served as
Hillel President.
• University of Maryland, Class of 2001,
Bachelor of Arts

SARI (PELC) EDBER lives in southern California with her husband, Daniel,
and two children. She works as the assistant ECC director at Temple
Judea in Tarzana, California. She was selected to be a pilot member
of a neuro-science educational program for early childhood research.
She has volunteered with the MISS Foundation for 11 years, working with
grieving families after the death of a child, of any age, any cause.
• University of Wisconsin-Madison, Class of 2001,
Bachelor of Arts in Jewish Education Hebrew Studies
• First graduate of the Jewish Education Hebrew Studies program
• Studied abroad during her junior year in college at Hebrew
University in Jerusalem
“MJDS has been a huge influence in both my family life and in my
career aspirations within the field of Jewish education.”

DANIEL ARNOLD lives in New York City
where he works as a photographer; his
photos are regularly featured in The New
York Times and Vogue magazine.

• Brandeis University, Class of 2005, Master
of Business Administration and Master of
Arts in Jewish Communal Service
“MJDS has helped me in so many ways.
Personally, MJDS encouraged me to take
pride in being Jewish and live a full Jewish
life. Academically, the school gave me
the support I needed to learn, socialize,
and grow. Professionally, MJDS inspired me
to pursue a career in the field of Jewish
communal service. I'm proud to pass this
along to my daughter, who is enrolled at
the Mandel Jewish Day School in Cleveland.
My favorite MJDS memory is how warm and
welcoming the teachers and students were
on my first day as a new student at MJDS.”

• University of Wisconsin, Class
of 2005 – Bachelor of Arts
• Jewish Theological Seminary,
Class of 2011, Rabbinical Training
“The strong Jewish and
academic foundation I received
at MJDS definitely set me on a
course to pursue a Jewish career
and become a rabbi.
I benefitted from the small class
sizes and personal connections
with the teachers.”

MEGHANN (COLTON) SCHWARTZ lives in Baltimore
with her husband and five children. She works as
the associate director of the Jewish Federation of
Howard County. While in college, Meghann served
as the international president for NCSY.
• Touro College, Class of 2006, Bachelor of Arts in
English and Communications
• Baltimore Hebrew University; Johns Hopkins
University, Class of 2008, Master of Arts in Jewish
Communal Service and Nonprofit Management
"MJDS gave me a love of the Jewish community. I
think that Folk Fair will always be my favorite time
and memory from MJDS.”

CLASS OF 2001
LEE’AT (BACHAR) KOERTEL lives in St. Louis
with her husband. She works as the associate
director of admissions for Saul Mirowitz Jewish
Community School.
• University of Wisconsin-Madison, Class of 2009
• Washington University, Class of 2016,
Master of Arts in Nonprofit Management

CLASS OF 1994

• University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
Class of 2003, Bachelor of Arts in English
“MJDS made me pathologically
decent and loving.”

“MJDS taught me about from where I came
and the leadership skills to grow beyond the
walls and spaces of my 10 years there. My
time at MJDS gave me the confidence to
know who I was so that I could discover who I
wanted to be.”

ADENA GOLDFARB lives in northern California, where she is
the impact manager at City Year San Jose/Silicon Valley.
She recently got married in August of 2018.
• New York University, Class of 2009, Individualized Studies
• American University, Class of 2011, Master of Arts in
Secondary Education
• Tel Aviv University, Class of 2014, Master of Arts in Crisis
and Trauma studies

CLASS OF 2002

LAURA (BERMAN) FEFFER lives in
Michigan with her husband and
son. She works as the principal of
Allegan Alternative High School.

AVITAL DESKALO lives in Washington D.C. with her husband,
where she works as a psychologist and clinical trauma
professional at Boys Town.

• University of Wisconsin-Madison,
Class of 2002, Bachelor of
Science in English

• University of Delaware, Class of 2010, Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology and Sociology

• Western Michigan University,
master’s degree in English
Education; Ed Leadership
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BEN HERMAN lives in New York
with his wife and child and is the
rabbi at Jericho Jewish Center.

“MJDS modeled what good teaching
looked like; inspired me to go into
education; made me feel valued;
gave me confidence; made me proud
of my Judaism. My favorite MJDS
memory is performing in plays such as
‘Joseph,’ ‘Free to Be… You and Me,’
and ‘How to Eat Like a Child.’

• Indiana University-Bloomington, Class of 2012, Master of Science
in Education in Learning and Developmental Sciences

LISA JACOBSON lives in Honolulu with her
husband and her newborn son. She works as an
emergency physician.
• University of Wisconsin, Class of 2001,
Bachelor of Science
• University of Wisconsin, Class of 2006,
Doctor of Medicine

• Indiana University-Bloomington, Class of 2015, Doctorate in
School Psychology
“MJDS helped shape who I am as a person. At MJDS, I
developed a solid foundation of Jewish values that inspired
me to pursue a career committed to working with children and
families with behavioral health needs. On a personal level, I
remain close friends with many of my fellow alumni and I am
thankful for those relationships.”
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CLASS OF 2003

JOSHUA COCOS works as a technical support engineer at
Datrium in Chicago.
• Nicolet High School, Class of 2007
• Rochester Institute of Technology, Class of 2012,
Degree in Electrical Engineering

CLASS OF 2004
ALINA TARNOVSKY is a financial analyst living
and working in Milwaukee. She has a wedding
planned for August of 2018.
• University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Class of
2012, Degree in Finance and Marketing
“MJDS was a great foundation to my education. It
made my future education a lot easier. I am hoping
to send my future kids here. Mitzvah Day was and
always will be my favorite day of the year at MJDS.”

CLASS OF 2006
ETHAN PECK works as a sales operations analyst for Adobe Systems
in San Francisco.
• Indiana University, Class of 2014, Degree in Marketing and
Operation Management
• Graduated with highest honors from the Kelley Business school
(3.9 or higher GPA)
“MJDS taught me different ways of thinking and that there isn't a single
correct way to solve a problem. On a personal note, some of my best
friends to this day are the ones I made when I was 4 at MJDS. My favorite
MJDS memories are building and sharing a house (second grade) with
Nathan Frazer, Shabbat Sing and Special Interest Day.”

CLASS OF 2008

ELIANA (WEBER) BERNARD lives in
Massachusetts with her husband. She
works as a public school teacher, teaching
the fourth grade.
• University Wisconsin-Madison, Class of 2013,

CLASS OF 2010

CARLY COHEN just started working as
the HR Coordinator for Illumina. During
high school, Carly was a member of
National Honor Society. While a student
at UW-Madison, Carly was a Hebrew
teacher at Hillel Temple Beth El where she
implemented a new Hebrew curriculum.
She is also a member of the Society for
Human Resource Management (SHRM).
• University of Wisconsin-Madison, Class of
2018, Bachelor in Business Administration
in Management and Human Resources
and Jewish studies
“MJDS really prepared me for the world
and how to face problems.”

Degree in Elementary Education
• Bridgewater State University, Class of 2018,
Master's Degree in Education
“My time at MJDS provided me with a
strong Jewish education as well as a strong
foundation for the Hebrew language. My
memories usually take me back to Folk Fair and
the refrigerator box houses in second grade.”

CLASS OF 2014

ALEXIS BLOCK is a Doctoral Fellow for the
Center for Learning Systems – a joint program
between ETH Zurich and the Max Planck Institute
for Intelligent Systems. Alexis was selected as
a Human-Robot Interaction (HRI) Pioneer and
was recently elected the HRI Pioneer General
Chair. She is the co-founder and co-chair of the
Athena Group for Female Scientists at the Max
Planck Institute. While in college, Alexis was a
Birthright Israel Excel Fellow and a Zeta Tau Alpha
sorority member, where she also served on its
executive board for two years.
• University of Pennsylvania, Class of 2016,
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering and Applied Mechanics
• University of Pennsylvania, Class of 2017, Masters of Science in Robotics
• Center for Learning Systems, Class of 2019, Doctoral Candidate
“While at MJDS I learned Hebrew for the first time. I met teachers who had
such a genuine interest in my success; they continually pushed me to move
up in classes. Because of this, I developed a lifelong love of the language. I
learned more than I ever thought I could. I currently live in Germany and have
been learning German while I've been here. When I first moved, however,
I couldn't communicate with anyone, other than the Jewish community.
Hebrew has helped me everywhere I go on my travels, no matter what
country I've been living or working in (Germany, Switzerland, France, Italy,
etc.). I need only to seek out the Jewish community and I know I have the
tools I need to communicate and get help because of what I learned at
MJDS and the great teachers who helped me.”
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JESSE ILLIAN works as a unit head at OSRUI in
Oconomowoc, Wis., as a ski repair technician
at Heavenly Mountain in South Lake Tahoe,
Calif., an outdoor educator at Naturalists at
Large in Ventura, Calif., and as a tour guide
at Beer & Bike Tours in Fort Collins, Colo. During
college, Jesse served as the treasurer of the
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) and
also ran track and cross-country all four years.
• Winona State University, Class of 2016,
Bachelor of Science in Recreation,
Tourism and Business Administration
“I loved learning how to budget in Adon King’s
class, where it made me realize what it was
possible to do on a shoestring budget. One
of my favorite memories was doing fun extra
difficult math problems with Adon Berman.”

AVIVA SILVERMAN graduated from
Nicolet High School in 2018 and will be
attending the University of WisconsinMadison in the fall. During high school,
Aviva went to state for the Nicolet
Girls High School Swim Team in 2015
and spent a semester abroad in Israel.
She was also active in North American
Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) while
in high school.
“My time at MJDS prepared me to be a
good student and make good choices in
high school. My favorite MJDS memory is
going to Israel!”
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MJDS STAFF

Brian Avner
Aimee Bachar
Rabbi Jessica Barolsky
Allison Binder
Jori Broidy
Cliff Brugman
Courtney Clyde
Wendy Cohen
Karin Damico
Alana Denny
Michal Deskalo
Nancy Dowling

MJDS REVENUE AND EXPENSES

Susan Esser-Greenberg
Jodi Fox
Susan Gray
Doug Haaning
Jodie Honigman
Christy Horn
Jessika Jamir
Dacy Jirovetz
Jeanette Joseph
Betzalel (Bryan) Karan
Lenny Kass
Moshe Katz

Noah Kaufman
Linsey Kimmel
Mara Kleiman
Dr. Alison Kravit
Jody Lansing
Aaron Lippman
Yuliya Milbeck
Felicia Miller
Cristy Milrud
Michaela Peck
Michelle Petrova
Rena Porat

Beth Rapaport
Cheryl Siegel-Gajewski
Kathy Stange
Florence Steinberger
Wendy Tepper Melton
Jill Voras
Daniel Weston
Rona Wolfe
Benita Ziv-el

Through the generous financial support of our benefactors, MJDS is able to
fulfill our mission: Where academic excellence and Jewish values prepare
children for a lifetime of success, leadership and engagement with the
world. We are committed to providing outstanding academic excellence
and relevance rooted in Jewish values and an environment that fosters trust,
risk-taking and collaboration.
A special thank you to Bader Philanthropies, Inc., Milwaukee Jewish Federation,
Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust, our multi-year donors and the individuals
and families who have established endowments and legacy gifts. These gifts
empower us to continue our legacy of innovation, academic excellence and
character development in the next generation of Jewish leaders.
MJDS was the recipient of an anonymous matching grant for a fifth year.
All new and increased gifts were matched dollar-for-dollar, securing
$100,000 in additional funds again this year. Thank you to all of our donors
who continue to support MJDS!

REVENUE









32% FUNDRAISING
29% TUITION/FEES
16% MILWAUKEE
JEWISH
FEDERATION
ALLOCATION
14% ENDOWMENT

MJDS REVEALS
AFFORDABLE CUSTOMIZED
TUITION PROGRAM
We are committed to providing a
personalized, focused education
that envelops academic excellence
and Jewish values to each student
and family in our community. We
also believe that we have a social
obligation to deliver the same level
of commitment to the affordability
of an MJDS education to ensure
that any family who chooses MJDS
is able to attend. Through the new
Affordable Customized Tuition
Program, we are able to take each
family’s unique circumstances
into consideration to arrive at a
successful tuition plan.

MULTI-YEAR ANNUAL
CAMPAIGN DONORS
Nathan and Shannon Bernstein
Melanie and Joe Devorkin
Michelle and Larry Erlich
Brian King and Sarah Schott
Dr. Joshua and Lindy Liberman

8%

GRANTS

Elizabeth and James Neubauer

1%

OTHER INCOME

Dan and Julie Rosenfeld
Richard A. Ross Family

EXPENSES
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Michael and Julie Sadoff






71% SALARAY/BENEFITS



15% OCCUPANCY
7%

PROGRAM

6%

ADMINISTRATIVE/
ADVANCEMENT

1%

INTEREST

Dr. Corey and Rabbi Shari Shamah
Jodi Habush Sinykin and Dan Sinykin
Peter and Jodi Sprinkmann
Anonymous
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MJDS GALA | PAY IT FORWARD RAISES OVER $225,000

The 36th Anniversary Gala was a fitting
tribute to the many people who have
supported MJDS from its founding
to today. With Lake Michigan
shimmering in the background, 500
attendees who raised over $225,000
in support of MJDS, including
generous matching gifts of $25,000
from an anonymous donor and
$10,000 from Richard A. Ross and
Family in memory of Judee Ross,
enjoyed a beautiful evening at the
Milwaukee Art Museum. These funds
will help MJDS continue to provide an
excellent academic experience in
an environment grounded in Jewish
values to prepare children for a
lifetime of success, leadership and
engagement with the world.
Three groups of leaders in our
community were honored at the
event. Anne and Steve Kravit
received the Etz Chayim or Tree of
Life Award, a special one-time honor
given in our anniversary year. Debra
and Moshe Katz were honored with
the Tikkun Olam or Repairing the
World Award, and the Ha’Dor Ha’ Ba
or Next Generation Award was given
to the Class of 2018, as they represent
our future Jewish leadership.
“You have seen and we have
celebrated the amazing
accomplishments of our 36 years of
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students, of how extraordinary and
advanced the programs are at MJDS
today, how the children have a brand
new innovation center to do the kind
of collaborative learning available
in almost no other elementary
school anywhere, how dedicated
teachers and staff work tirelessly on
an individual student basis to offer
projects and learning experiences
that keep our students excited and
energized, and how my family has
experienced first-hand the benefits,
the result being the magnificent ladies
our daughters have become.”
Steve Kravit, Etz Chayim, Tree of Life
Award Recipient
“Getting this award and recognition
comes with serious responsibility. We, all
of us here and beyond these walls and
windows, must stay true supporters of our
MJDS, the only Jewish, Zionist, pluralist
day school. We need to love MJDS, the
staff, the administration and of course
the teachers.” Moshe Katz, Tikkun Olam,
Repairing the World Award Recipient
MJDS is grateful for all the staff,
students and members of the
community who have passed
through our doors to support our
mission and values. Thank you for
helping us reach double chai!
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ENDOWMENTS, SPECIAL FUNDS & LEGACY DONORS
AS OF JULY 23, 2018
Adina Altshull Israel Education Endowment Fund
Bar Mitzvah Year Restricted Endowment Fund
Hyland J. Barnes Family*
Elaine Barnett**
Robert and Donna Berg*
Deborah and Aaron Bernstein*
Nathan and Shannon Bernstein*
Maris and Harvey Bock*
Mark and Cheryl Brickman*
Susan and Allan Carneol*
Ateret and Jacob Cohn Judaic Enrichment Fund
Colton Charitable Foundation
Albert and Ann Deshur Memorial Fund*
Jim and Penny Deshur*
Melanie and Joe Devorkin*
Sol and Eva Dorf Education Endowment Fund
Nina and Richard Edelman Family Endowment Fund
Louise A. Eder Memorial Endowment Fund
Morris and Olga Eder Endowment Fund
Eighth Grade Israel Trip Endowment Fund
Merzy Eisenberg Endowment Fund
Toni Ettenheim Memorial Art Education Endowment Fund
Deborah Elyse Fendrich*
Neena and Richard Florsheim*
Howard Frankenthal Family Fund
Frazer/Schapiro Family*
Gellman Family Endowment
Gollin Family Special Education Fund
Karen and Jason Gottlieb*
Sharon and Mike Grinker*
Robert and Mimi Habush*
Lillian P. Heffernan and Eileen A. Perlson Scholarship Endowment Fund
Joseph and Ruth Hirschberg Teacher Appreciation Endowment
Isaac and Eva Hochman General Purpose Endowment
Leo “Sunshine” Hochman Endowment Fund
Christy and Adam Horn*
Moshe and Debra Katz*
Debra and Moshe Katz Family Fund for MJDS Staff Travel to Israel
David and Joan Kazan*
Esther and Alvin Kernis Endowment Fund
Brian King and Sarah Schott*
Michael Kovnar Memorial Special Needs Fund
Jacqueline Kravit Fund for Reading and Computer Literacy
Larry Lieberman Memorial Jewish Life and Learning Endowment Fund
Reva Loeb Theater Arts Fund
Sari Luber*
Gilbert H. Meisel**
Marge Meyers Scholarship Endowment
Felicia and Jamie Miller*
Milwaukee Jewish Day School Endowment Funds
Graduation Endowment Fund
Milwaukee Jewish Day School Unrestricted Endowment Fund
Sandy** and Lynda Mitz*

Sandy Mitz Technology and Innovation Student Project Fund
Benjamin “Baki” Muchin Athletic Memorial Endowment Fund
Sharon Muchin Rotter Endowment Fund
Elizabeth and James Neubauer*
Kevin and Sarah Packman*
Michaela and Jeffrey Peck*
Eileen A. Perlson Memorial Endowment Fund
Sheryl and Mike Primakow*
Estelle Pump Swerdlow*
Werner and Carol Richheimer*
Judee Ross Memorial Education Fund
Judee Ross Memorial Endowment Fund
Richard A. Ross and Family*
Dr. Robert and Lauren Roth*
Michael and Julie Sadoff*
Judy and Gerry Salinsky*
Lori and Jim Salinsky*
Nathaniel Sattler*
Jay Schmidt Computer and Technology Memorial Fund
Sandy Schmidt*
Doris Shneidman*
Doris Shneidman Chai Endowment Fund
Jodi Habush Sinykin and Dan Sinykin*
Dr. Nathan and Flora Sonin Educational Endowment Fund
Peter and Jodi Sprinkmann*
Stark Family Fund
Rabbi Moishe Steigmann*
Barbara Stein*
Armin K. Taus Scholarship Fund
David and Alisa Wasserman*
Jordan Weigler Fund
Maurice Wolkomir Endowment Fund
Neal and Susan Zechman*
Marvin** and Marilyn** Zetley
Julie and Yonatan Zvi*
Anonymous (5)
* Create a Jewish Legacy Donor
** Of blessed memory

MILWAUKEE JEWISH DAY SCHOOL
6401 N. SANTA MONICA BLVD.
MILWAUKEE, WI 53217
414-964-1499

mjds.org

